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Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church (EPC)

The Living News

Glorifying Christ in Joyful Community
through Worship, Word, and Witness

A Word from Will
Spring has finally arrived! Well, sort of. Not only did we experience what felt like an
extra long winter, accompanied by many snow falls, but the day after the official start
of spring, we were hit with another big nor’easter, bringing yet another big snowfall.
Well, while we can hope for warmer days to come, there’s something worth
celebrating that has infinitely greater significance than the beginning of spring, and
that is Easter—the resurrection of Christ and the wake of new life that his resurrection
has ushered in.
The resurrection of Christ is a historical event recorded in all four gospels and is central
to the Christian faith. In fact, Paul says that if Christ is not raised, our faith is in vain (1
Cor.15:14). However, the resurrection is not only something that happened in history,
it is an event the power of which brings newness of life to all who have received Christ
Jesus as Savior and Lord. Listen to the strong language in 2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come.”
We may at first be drawn to the words “new creation”—the reality for all who have
rested in Christ for their salvation. But the words I want to draw your attention to are
words which serve as the most common way the Apostle Paul describes the Christian—
In Christ. “If anyone is in Christ…” This is both the condition and foundation for anyone
who desires to possess and experience the new life offered through the Lord Jesus.
What does it mean to be “in Christ”?
In Christ
The words “in Christ” (or “in him”, “in the Lord”) occur over 160 times in Paul’s letters.
For Paul, the most important way to identify a Christian is one who is “in Christ”, which
means someone who is united to Jesus. Paul says in Romans 6, “For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him a resurrection
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him…now if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.” The true believer has died to his old
self through his union in the cross of Christ, and has been given new spiritual life
through his union in the resurrection of Christ. Thus, Paul can say in Galatians 2:20,
“I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” And in
Colossians 3, “Since then, we have been raised with Christ, set your minds on things
above.” By virtue of the believer’s union with Christ, he has become a partaker of all
that Christ accomplished (justification, reconciliation with God, adoption into God’s
family, sanctification, eternal life, physical resurrection, glorification, etc.).
One of the most important implications that comes from the doctrine of Union with
Christ relates to the Christian’s actions and conduct. Good and godly Christian conduct
is not the cause of one’s life with Jesus but the result of one’s life with Jesus. In fact,
throughout history, the church has warned against the deception of believing that
one’s outward works and behavior amounts to saving faith. Listen to the following
words, representing a Puritans view on the deception of outward moral conduct:
(continued on next page…)
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A Word From Will — continued from pg. 1

There was a type of man whom the Puritans never tired of denouncing. He was a good citizen, a
man who obeyed the laws, carried out his social obligations, never injured others. The Puritans
called him a “civil man,” and admitted that he was “outwardly just, temperate, chaste, careful to
follow his worldly business, will not hurt so much as his neighbors dog, pays every man his own,
and lives of his own; no drunkard, adulterer, or quareller; loves to live peaceably and quietly among
his neighbors.” This man, this paragon of social virtue, the Puritans said, was on his way to Hell, and
their preachers continually reminded him of it. Thomas Shepard, for example, addressed him thus: ‘
O, methinks this might pull down men’s proud conceits of themselves, especially such as bear up
and comfort themselves in their smooth, honest, civil life; such as through education have been
washed from all foul sins; they were never tainted with whoredom, swearing, drunkenness, or
profaneness; and here they think themselves so safe, that God can not find in his heart to have a
thought of damning them…O, thou art full of rottenness, of sin, within. Guilty, not before men, as
the sins of thy life make thee, but before God, of all the sins that swarm and roar in the whole world
at this day, for God looks to the heart; guilty thou art therefore of heart whoredom, heart sodomy,
heart blasphemy, heart drunkenness, heart buggery, heart oppression, heart idolatry; and these
are the sins that terribly provoke the wrath of Almighty God against thee.1
It’s not as if Godly conduct isn’t important—even necessary, in evidencing true saving faith. But there is no
righteous conduct that will merit acceptance and life with God. It is only one’s union with Christ, through
his perfect obedience, sacrificial death, and resurrection from the dead, that accomplishes salvation. Paul
says, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom.8:1).
Are you “united to Christ”? Have you experienced new life in Jesus—through his sinless life, atoning death,
and resurrection? I encourage you to take a look at your life and ask yourself a few questions: Am I seeking
to experience new life through my own efforts in holy conduct? Is it my own moral performance that I’m
relying on to fuel my spiritual life? What am I looking to in order to obtain resurrection life?
The only source of new spiritual life is Jesus himself. Turn again to him. Allow his death and resurrection—
the work of his saving grace, fuel your heart and life. May all of the benefits that are yours, by virtue of
your union with Him, establish and strengthen you in every way. Glorify God by enjoying all that is yours
In Christ!
Sincerely in Christ,
Pastor Will Snyder
_____________________________________________________________________
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Morgan, Edmund. The Puritan Family

Special Dates in April
·

April 01: Easter Sunday
·

Sunrise Service & Breakfast, 7:00 AM

·

Easter Worship Service, 10:30 AM

·

April 07:

Honey Brook Food Pantry Dinner Fundraiser, 6:30 PM

·

April 14:

Women’s Spiritual Retreat, 8:30 AM

·

April 22:

Youth Potato & Chili Bar Fundraiser, 12:00 PM

·

April 28:

The Pennsylvania Flute Choir Free Concert: 7:30 PM

Fellowship Ministry
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Youth Group News

Youth Annual Baked Potato & Chili Bar Fundraiser, April 22
Please join the youth in the
Fellowship Hall after worship where they
will have prepared you a delicious Baked
Potato & Chili Bar lunch!
Suggested donations:
Adult: $8.00
Children (10 & Under): $5.00
Families (4+ people): $25.00

This year proceeds will help
support the youth mission trip to
Wilmington, North Carolina with
Vigilant Hope., June 24-June 30.
They will be doing home
repairs for the elderly, widows,
single parents and those who
exhibit poor health due to
disabilities or illness.

Take Out will be available.
The Youth and Leaders are very grateful for
your continued support and prayers!

Help Provide Snacks for the Youth

Friday, April 20 – 7:00 PM til
Saturday, April 21 at 9:00 AM
Friday we will be having pizza, games, set up
and prep for the Potato Bar, then a movie and
popcorn!
Saturday will be breakfast and clean up!
This is one of our major fundraisers, so
ALL youth are strongly urged to participate!

We will try to get a little sleep, so bring a
sleeping bag, pillow, blanket and your
toothbrush! Bring a Friend!

16

Each Sunday night our youth
begin their evening sharing a snack
together. This is an important time
of bonding with each other and the
leaders.
If you are able, won’t you please
consider providing a snack item such as, fresh
veggies & dip, fruit, cheese & crackers, pretzels, chips,
cookies, pudding packs, etc. If you could drop off
lemonade, ice tea, juice or soda in the kitchen, that
would be greatly appreciated also. Kindly mark the
items for “Youth”.
Thank You for Your Support!

APRIL Schedule
Tue. Apr 01: No Meeting - Easter Sunday
Tue. Apr 08: 6:00-7:30 PM Regular Meeting
Tue. Apr 15: 6:00-7:30 PM Regular Meeting
Fri. Apr 20: 7:00 PM Overnight Lock-In
Sun. Apr 22: Potato & Chili Bar Fundraiser
No Evening Meeting
Tue. Apr 29: 6:00-7:30 PM Regular Meeting

But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to
them such belongs the kingdom of God.

Missions News
Fundraiser Dinner, Saturday, May 19th, for SPD Events
Sensory Play Day “Over the Rainbow” Fundraiser
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Saturday, May 19th, 2018
6:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. in the Forks fellowship hall
The Sensory Play Day team is hosting a fundraising dinner to expand community
awareness and support on Saturday evening, May 19, 2018.

Love Life ~ Have Hope ~ Live Dreams

The “Over the Rainbow” Fundraiser Dinner, will include talented musicians, entertainment that educates,
good food, a raffle, a silent auction, and opportunities for sponsorship. The proceeds will fund the “Parent
Night In” events and the Fall Sensory Play Day, on the church ball field, without cost to participating families.
SPD also has a vision to develop an outdoor Sensory Day Camp with parent mentoring, which could debut
on a small scale this summer if the funds are raised.
Contact Rebecca McClintock, 610-405-9680, about the event.

Requesting Themed Baskets & Large Silent Auction Items
Donations of themed baskets for the raffle ($50 and up) and higher-value items
for the silent auction are needed! Be part of this fun event with your creative
ideas! (Or, if you would like us to assemble a basket for you, make your check out
to “Forks Church” with “sensory play day” in the memo line, and tell us what
theme you’d like to contribute to!)
We encourage businesses to donate silent auction items, too, and we’ll promote
your business in our event program!
Contact Colleen Knudson, 610-389-9205, regarding donations.
Some raffle basket ideas may include but are not limited to:
Movie Basket
Cheese/Crackers Basket Serenity Prayer Basket
Organic Foods Basket
Game Basket for kids
Baker’s Delight Basket
Sports Basket
Outdoor Game Basket
Game Basket for adults Gardening Basket—(herbs or flower bulbs)
Kids Art Basket
Coffee Lovers Basket
Beach Basket
New Mom’s Basket
Sensory Play Basket
Gourmet Tea Basket
Spa Basket
Hair & Nail Care Basket
Gluten-Free Basket
Quiet Time Devotional Basket
-ORMake up your own theme basket!

** Donations are needed by May 6th

Pray for this event!
Pray that our fundraiser will...
· educate the community about special needs kids and their families
· expand our donor base and raise funds for Sensory Play Day Events
· expand our volunteer base and build new relationships
· communicate the love of Jesus
· be great fun for all involved!
Thank you!
The Sensory Play Day Team
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Church & Community Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries

-

-

-

-
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LADIES ONLY
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Secret Sister Program Hosted Ladies Brunch, Sat. March10th
We hope most of you were able to join us on March 10th, at the Ladies Spring
Brunch & Secret Sister Reveal (28 of you did! Photos below), where fun was had by
all! Thank you for your participation! Thank you also to those who generously brought
in snack items for the West Brandywine Police! The theme and devotion this year was
“Bouquet of Blessings”, Psalm 103:2

Photos from the Ladies Spring Brunch & Secret Sister Reveal
Themed tables
and decorations

Punch Reception

Secret Sister Gift Exchange

Craft Table for Making Garden Ornament Terrariums

Great Food
and
Fellowship!

Snack Gifts for the West Brandywine Police

Trail Life News
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Trail Life USA (TLUSA) is a Christian Outdoor adventure program
for boys and young men.
Trail Life troop meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:00p.m.
Troop Committee meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00p.m.

Above: The Woodlands boys proudly show off the patches
that they earned at a recent Court of Honor.

Above: Kazimir Rew sold the most bags of coffee
and received a number of prizes, including a
hammock for future camping trips.

Above: Darren McCardell and Nicholas Cammer sold over
20 bags of Giving Bean coffee during a Trail life fundraiser
and received flashlights as a prize.

Above: & Left: Tent building Contest to see which group
could set up a tent the fastest.

For information contact Rick or Gail Craig, 610-273-0546; or email craigsix@verizon.net.
Website: https://tl-pa-0019.trooptrack.com/
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“We have no reason to despair,
quite simply because Christ is risen.”

—

—Richard John Neuhaus
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Kid’s Page

Page 13

NEWSLETTER
Forks of the Brandywine
Presbyterian Church (EPC)

1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

APRIL
2018

We’re on the Web:
www.forkschurch.org

Youth Group Sponsors Annual Potato & Chili Bar Fundraiser
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