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“Brighten the Corner"
As come to the end of my time as the “interim before the interim” here at the Forks,
I’ve been thinking about an old hymn I sang in church as a kid. Written in 1913 by Ina
D. Ogdon, it reveals her outlook on the reality that caring for her sick father at home
meant she had to give up her hopes of a career on the Chautauqua circuit. Her words,
put to music, became the hymn “Brighten the Corner Where You Are.” The first
stanza exhorts us:
Do not wait until some deed of greatness you may do,/ Do not wait to shed your light afar,
To the many duties ever near you now be true,/ Brighten the corner where you are.
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And then the refrain reinforces this exhortation:
Brighten the corner where you are!/ Brighten the corner where you are!
Someone far from harbor you may guide across the bar;/Brighten the corner where you are!
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Her encouragement to find ways to serve the Lord, no matter what our circumstances,
speaks to my heart when I’m feeling worn down by the daily grind, wondering if my
little efforts make any difference when the needs of the world around me are so great.
Thinking this way, I particularly appreciate Henri Nouwen’s words in “The Way to
the Heart”:
Small signs of friendliness can create much joy, and small disturbances
between people much sadness, while the "great events" of the day often do
not touch us so deeply. An unexpected note from a friend or the passing
remark of a neighbor can make or break your day emotionally, while inflation
and recession, war and oppression do not touch my emotions directly. A
distant catastrophe has less effect than a nearby mishap, and an inter-personal
tiff raises more hackles than
a world-wide calamity….

But how little do we use this knowledge? What is easier than writing a thank
you note, than sending a card "just to say hello" or give a call "just to see how
things have been"? Still, I realize that every time someone says, "I liked your
talk" or "I appreciated your remark" or "Your note really helped" or "You
really seem to feel at home here" – I feel my inner life being lifted up and the
day seems brighter, the grass greener, the snow whiter than before. Indeed,
the great mystery is that a small, often quite immaterial gesture can change my
heart so much. The way to the heart always seems to be a quiet, gentle way.
The apostle Paul says: “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17 – ESV) What an
encouragement and an exhortation to each of us at the Forks as we continue on this
path to the future that God has prepared for us, now under the care and
guidance of our interim pastor, the Rev. Ron DiNunzio.
Continued on next page...
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A Word From Pastor Dan — continued

I’m sure that one of the things he will emphasize is the need and the call for us to be the church, not just as we
gather together but especially in our daily lives. How can we, like Ina Ogdon, “brighten the corner where you
are”? A note, a card, a call, even just a comment (and certainly a prayer!) can be a ray of sunshine into the heart
of someone else. The inner life of another can be lifted up and their day can be made brighter by just a small
effort on our part. In some small way today, “Brighten the corner where you are!”
Blessings in Jesus’ name,
Pastor Dan

SPOTLIGHT on the SESSION
The Session met in its March Stated Meeting on Monday, the 25th. The meeting
included the first of two joint meetings of the Session and the Board of Deacons
for 2019 to discuss “issues of common concern,” as required by our Book of Order.
The Session and the Board welcomed our new interim pastor, Rev Dr Ron DiNunzio who ended his
very first day with the Forks by meeting with both the elders and the deacons.
A principle matter of concern arose regarding the nominating process for officers of the church
(ruling elders and deacons) and the corporation (trustees). It is the consensus of the Session and the
Board that the process of identifying candidates should begin in sufficient time to permit the training
and examination of prospective officers by the Session as required by the Book of Order.

While all of the details are still under discussion, we hope to be able to begin a revised process before
the Summer. Details will be the subject of the next Spotlight.
The Deacons also requested that a list of the Pastor Search Committee be included in the bulletin and
the newsletter. The members of the PSC are:
Bill Smith, Chair
Shelly Rigg
Kathy Stewart

Mac McCarty, Clerk
Craig Shumaker.

Bob Fernholz
Louise Snyder

Matt Reeser
Reeta Stern

SPOTLIGHT on the SESSION
PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE YOUR INPUT
AS PART OF OUR CHUCH FAMILY, YOUR PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE YOUR INPUT. WE ARE
ASKING WHAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER, AS THE NEW PASTOR ARRIVES, ARE THE TWO MOST IMPORTANT
GOALS WE NEED TO FOCUS ON AS A CONGREGATION.
OUR PSC COMMITTEE WILL READ AND CONSIDER YOUR INPUT AS WE COMPLETE OUR CHURCH INFORMATION
FORM THAT A PASTOR WOULD VIEW AS HE CONSIDERS OUR CHURCH FOR HIS CALLING.
YOU CAN WRITE YOUR INPUT ON THIS INSERT THIS WEEK (MARCH 24th) OR NEXT (MARCH 31st), AND PUT THEM
IN BILL SMITH'S MAIL BOX OR IN THE OFFERING BAG AS WELL. IF YOU WOULD PREFER YOU CAN ALSO SPEAK
TO BILL SMITH PERSONALLY ABOUT YOUR IDEAS.
WE ALSO ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR US AS A TEAM TO KNOW AND DO GOD'S WILL !

BLESSINGS AND THANKS TO EACH OF YOU!!
YOUR PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE

A Word from Our Interim Pastor

Page 3

As I write this article for the April newsletter, it dawns on me that this is
my first “official” correspondence with you the members and friends of
the Forks church. Someone once described being the interim pastor as
being a “mirror” to the congregation. By that he meant, in my role, my
duties and responsibilities will provide a chance for us, together, to
take a look into and evaluate many of the things we take for granted
about the Forks.
As an interim, I am well aware of the sadness some of you feel at the
leaving of Pastor Will. I can assure you, I am not here to replace him.
I am here to minister to your needs, temporarily, but none-the-less
intentionally, until your permanent pastor is provided in the Lord’s
perfect timing. As we wait for that individual to be identified, our task
is to “stay the course” continuing in the worship and ministry that is
now in place and looking for new opportunities to reach out into the
community and draw others to this assembly of God’s people.

Pastor Ron & Jeanna DiNunzio

For some of you this will be an exciting adventure. For others of you it might mean moving out of
your “comfort zone”. The direction of our church is very clearly given to us in the Gospel of Matthew
when Jesus proclaims to us the Great Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (NAS)
For over two centuries, the Forks of the Brandywine church has been faithfully preaching and
ministering to the people of this area. As a revolutionary war buff, I often times try to picture what it
would have been like “back in the day”. How awesome to have been in worship when Rev. John
Carmichael delivered the morning message, possibly with General Washington in attendance. Or
to think about some of those who donated funds to rebuild the second church after the first one was
destroyed by fire. History tells us men like David Rittenhouse, Benjamin Rush, and Benjamin Franklin
were among some of the donors.
Now, the Forks stands in time, waiting on the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe to bring its next pastor.
But until then, it remains for us to remain faithful as we stand in the gap continuing our march through
history to the Glory of God and to His Praise.
Pastor Ron

Pastor DiNunzio will begin Holy Week messages focusing on the major events
of the last week of Jesus’ earthly ministry. The 4 part series will include:
“The Road of Triumph”, for Palm Sunday
“The Road to Death”, Maundy Thursday
“The Road to Glory”, on Easter
“The Road Home”, the first Sunday after Easter

Page 4

Contributions by Forks Members

Forks Members Get Married: Majors-Molina

Congratulations and blessings to Forks
members, Charlee Majors and Marvin Molina,
on their marriage which took place in
San Juan, Puerto Rico, on March 13th, 2019.

A Poem from A Mother’s Bible (’...from a long time ago’)
One of our senior congregants found the following poem in her mother’s Bible. They asked if it could
be shared in a newsletter with this note: “My mother had it in her Bible. I came across it again when I
was moving things. I remember it from a long time ago, But it seems fitting.” How very true!

If God Should Go On Strike
How good it is that God above has never gone on strike,
Because He was not treated fair in things He did not like,
If only once He’d given up and said, “That it’s I’m through.
I’ve had enough of those on earth, so this is what I’ll do.
I’ll give my orders to the sun, cut off the heat supply,
and to the moon - give no more light, and run the oceans dry.
Then just to make things really tough and put the pressure on,
Turn off the vital oxygen till every breath is gone!
You know, He would be justified, if fairness was the game,
For no one has been more abused or met with more disdain
than God, and yet He carries on, supplying you and me
with favors of His grace and everything for free.
Men say they want a better deal, and so on strike they go,
But what a deal we’ve given God o whom all things we owe.
We don’t care whom we hurt to gain the things we like,
But what a mess we’d all be in, if God should go on strike.
—-Anonymous

Youth Group News

Page 5

Forks Youth Host Easter Breakfast After Sunrise Service
The Forks Youth will be participating in the Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00
AM on Sunday, April 21st. This service is held outside in the
cemetery, weather permitting.
Following the service, the youth will host a hot Easter Breakfast of:
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs and Bacon, Muffins, Coffee and Juice.
The Suggested Donation is $5.00 per person.
Proceeds will go to help support the youth mission trip to North Carolina,
July 6-July 13, 2019.

&

The youth will be working with the Port City Project.

Help Provide Snacks for the Youth
Each Sunday night our youth begin their evening
sharing a snack together. This is an important time
of bonding with each other and the leaders.
If you are able, won’t you please consider
providing a snack item such as, fresh veggies &
dip, fruit, cheese & crackers, pretzels, chips,
cookies, pudding packs, etc. If you could drop off
lemonade, ice tea, juice or soda in the kitchen, that
would be greatly appreciated also. Please contact
Diane Shumaker, 484-880-1267, or, Glady Toth in
the church office, 942-2626, if you can donate any
food items.

APRIL Schedule
Apr 07: 6:00-7:30 PM Regular Meeting
Apr 14: 6:00-7:30 PM Regular Meeting
Apr 21: 7:00 AM Sunrise Service &
Easter Breakfast
No Evening Meeting
Apr 28: 6-7:30 PM Regular Meeting

16

But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for to them such belongs the kingdom of God.
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Fellowship News

Women’s Conference
Forks Women — Conference
Date is June 21-22, 2019.
Location: Westminster Presbyterian Church
2151 Oregon Pike, Lancaster, PA

Friday, June 21:
6:00 p.m. Registration
7:00 p.m. Session One
8:30 p.m. Ending
Saturday, June 22:
8:00 a.m. Session Two
10:45 a.m. Session Three
12:00 p.m. End
The Fellowship Committee is encouraging this conference in place of doing a retreat at the church this
year. We hope you ladies saw the benefit of spending time in special focus like that and hope you will
register and participate in this conference.
The cost is $35.00 per person if we have a group of 5 or more register together.
The registration deadline is Sunday, April 28th.
Kindly contact Reeta Stern, 484-678-9024, or Kathy Rigg, 610-842-8176, if you are interested in attending.

Conference Description:
Rosaria Butterfield is widely respected for her clear, biblical evaluation and response to the sexual issues
of our day. She brings that same clarity to her discussion of outreach and interface between believers
and their neighbors and community in order to exemplify and communicate the Gospel. She shares
insights from her personal experiences as both a recipient and a giver of “radically ordinary hospitality”
and will help us understand how to build down-to-earth outreach ministry that meets both unbelievers
and believers in the midst of their unique situations and spiritual needs.
Join us June 21-22 as we seek to help the Church implement the admonition of John 20:21, ”As the
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” through hospitality.
A more detailed schedule and further information is available at: www.alliancenet.org

Upcoming Dates for Sunday Coffee Hours
Be sure to mark your calendars now for the following Coffee Hours to be held
after worship:
· Sunday, April 7 - Coffee Hour
· Sunday, May 5 - Coffee Hour
Sunday, June 2 - Coffee Hour to celebrate our Graduates
· Sunday, July 7 -

Ice Cream Coffee Hour

Trail Life News
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Trail Life USA (TLUSA) is a Christian Outdoor adventure program
for boys and young men.
Trail Life troop meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:00p.m.
Troop Committee meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00p.m.
Trail Life Troop 1:9 spent the weekend of February 21-23, 2019, at the Hawk Mountain Scouting
Reservation. Fun activities included building a gigantic catapult that lobbed a flaming ball into the
snow! God blessed their time together with worship, fellowship, fun and lots of good food!

For information contact Gail Craig, 484-364-9790 ; or email gcraig529@gmail.com.
Website: https://tl-pa-0019.trooptrack.com/

Church News
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Easter Events Just Around the Corner!!
Maundy Thursday Covered Dish Dinner, Thurs., April 18
Let’s plan to gather together for a meal before our time of worship, communion
and reflection. We will share supper together starting at 5:30 PM and then we
will go to the sanctuary for our worship service starting at 7:00 PM.
The Fellowship Team will provide the main meat entrées, beverages, rolls &
butter. Watch for inserts to begin in the April 7th Sunday bulletin and kindly sign
up to bring either a side dish or a dessert.

Candy Needed!

The Great Celebration Easter Egg Hunt is only a few weeks away,
Saturday, April 20th. We are asking the congregation to help
support the Egg Hunt by providing bags of small, individually
wrapped candies. A designated box will be in the Gathering Room.

Eggs, Egg Decorators & Plastic Egg Fillers Needed! Fri., Apr. 19
Want to get into the Easter
spirit? Are you an artsy person?
We are asking for volunteers to
help the youth decorate the eggs
for the Community Egg Hunt,
Friday, April 19, at 6:30 PM in
the downstairs “Old Kitchen”.

Please bring hard boiled eggs to the
church beginning Weds, April 17th.
They can be placed in the refrigerator
in the kitchen. There is a Sign Up Sheet in
the Red Gathering Room for Candy &
Eggs.

“The Great Celebration” Community Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 20
Saturday, April 20, at 10:30 AM.
We are looking for some volunteers to help with face
painting, traffic help, set up, take down, animal balloons, egg
decorating, snack concession stand, and other activities. A Sign
Up Poster is in the Red Gathering Room beginning April 7th.
Contact Walt & Shelly Rigg if you can help or want to sign
your children up for this day of FUN!
Online registrations will be available soon at: www.forkschurch.org.

Easter Sunrise Service & Breakfast - Sunday, April 21
An Easter Sunrise Service will be held at 7:00 AM
followed by Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.
Breakfast will be provided by the youth who will
assist in serving you. Proceeds will go towards a
summer mission trip and other youth events.
Suggested donations:
$5.00 per Person

Church News
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Church News

Easter Flowers Available for in the Sanctuary on Easter

-

Hearts In Hands News

What a great way to spend a Saturday. The kids will have tons of fun. Each child that attends will get to
put their name in the raffle for the surprise box. (Funds help with summer camp 2019.)Location:
Hearts In Hands Community Center, 1 Lenape way Honey Brook, Pa 19344
Cost $20.00 for 1 child/ $25 for 2 children $30.00 for 3 children.
Reserve your spot now call @ Nancy Horton at 610-942-4039 Monday- Thursdays: 9:00-3:00pm
(Lunch will be hot dog & chips cookie and juice)

Deacon’s Ministry
-

-

-

Birthdays & Anniversaries

-

-

-

-

-

-
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“We have no reason to despair,
quite simply because Christ is risen.”
—Richard John Neuhaus
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NEWSLETTER
Forks of the Brandywine
Presbyterian Church (EPC)

1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

APRIL
2019

We’re on the Web:
www.forkschurch.org

Sunrise Service & Easter Breakfast, Sun. April 21st
An Easter Sunrise Service will be held at 7:00 AM
followed by Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.
A hot breakfast (scrambled eggs, pancakes and bacon)
will be provided by the youth who will assist in serving
you. Proceeds will go towards their summer mission trip
to North Carolina, July 6-13, 2019.
Suggested donation:
$5.00 per Person

