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Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church (EPC)

The Living News

Glorifying Christ in Joyful Community
through Worship, Fellowship and Word

From the Pastor’s Pen
You may have caught on to the fact that I really like to eat. Eating a good, homecooked meal is deeply satisfying. Most days, though, going out to eat is my
favorite. I am usually willing to cancel plans to eat at home without hesitation at
the opportunity to eat out with Sara or with friends. I have often joked that my
favorite ministry that I have launched at our church is the Wing Night event at
September Farm last summer! In fact, my love of eating is so bad, even my
memory is based on food. Some of you already know this. I have had multiple
conversations with people from the church where I recalled some occasion we
were together and then proceeded to remind them of what they had to eat! That
always seems to shock people, and I understand why; it’s not normal. You have
my permission to be disturbed. Please pray for me.
People like me need to be reminded of biblical passages such as Deuteronomy 8:3,
where Moses describes God’s dealings with Israel in the wilderness like this, “And
he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not
know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not
live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of
the LORD.” I want to make two observations about this passage and then draw a
connection to Jesus for your own devotional reflection during this Lenten season.
The first observation is this. The text says God allowed Israel to go hungry in the
wilderness for an extended period of time before he relieved them with manna.
Why? Moses says God did this to humble them. In the biblical mindset, there is
something about being full that makes us proud. A full belly is a parable of being
full of ourselves. An empty stomach, by contrast, is a parable of an empty ego. So,
when God wanted to humble his people, he struck them with hunger. This leads to
the second observation. God took away their food so they would hunger for him.
God wanted to humble his people in order to teach them that “man does not live
by bread alone, but by every word that come from the mouth of the LORD.” This
tells us that our souls need to be fed and nourished just as much as our bodies.
Our physical hunger ought to be a daily reminder from God that we should desire
him and feed on his word. As much as food may please the palate and satisfy the
stomach, God and his word fills the hungry heart and quenches the rumbling soul.
Consider how these observations connect to Jesus. Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3
when he was hungry and tempted by the devil in the wilderness (Matthew 4:4).
Jesus himself withstood temptation and resisted pride by fasting from food and
feasting on God’s word. Elsewhere, Jesus told his disciples that his food is doing
the will of his Father (John 4:34). The reason we observe this season of Lent and
practice fasting is so that we can concentrate hard on repenting of pride, starving
our hunger for this world, and being more like Jesus. We want to be humble like
him, to crave obedience like him, and to salivate over God’s word like he did. So let
us look to heaven, not for that old manna, but for the living bread of Christ, who
satisfies forever (John 6:35).

Grace and peace,
Pastor Wesley
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Church & Community News
The Pennsylvania Flute Choir
in concert
Saturday, April 23, 2022
7:00 pm
Forks of the Brandywine Evangelical Presbyterian Church
1648 Horseshoe Pike, Glenmoore, PA (610) 942-2626

~Free Will Offering~
www.paflutechoir.org

SATURDAYS, APRIL 9th & 23rd
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
There will be coffee and donuts at 9:00 a.m.
We are asking for volunteers to help prepare the Manor House
for the arrival of Israel and Victoria Sanchez in a few months—
(see page 7).
The tasks include moving some furniture, organizing and
general cleaning.
Please come to help, even if you can only give an hour or two. Any help is always greatly appreciated!
Kindly reach out to Louise Snyder if you can lend a hand either or both days.
She will advise what tasks need to be completed.
Call 610-653-7829, or email snydernana@comcast.net

Childcare Available During Worship
Infants and children (up to 4 years old) can be taken to the Toddler Room
downstairs in the Sunday School wing prior to worship.
Two adults are always present. Each volunteer has had
background checks and have received their clearances.
We still could use more volunteers!
If you would like to be a childcare volunteer, your clearances are free, and we will
assist you in obtaining them. See John or Dotti McKinley, or call John at 610-715-8457.

A Great, BIG “Thank You!”… to John & Dotti for painting and redecorating the nursery!
If you haven’t see the Nursery lately, stop in and check it out!
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Fellowship News
Mac & Cheese Cook Off Results!
The 1st Forks Annual Mac & Cheese Cook Off was held on Friday, March 18th.
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank the 5 contestants who provided
their delicious Mac & Cheese for the tasting and voting: Julie Darnall,
Lisa Hartman, Dotti McKinley, Craig Shumaker, and Jan Mulberger.
And the winner …. Craig Shumaker! He won the coveted chef’s hat! We can’t
wait to see who wins it next year!
Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the evening (and the scrumptious
Mac and Cheese dinner with salad bar)! Thank you, Fellowship Committee!

1st Place: Craig Shumaker

Maundy Thursday Meal & Communion Service, April 14th
The Forks Fellowship Committee will be hosting a meal in the fellowship hall at 5:45 PM*, prior to the
Maundy Thursday communion service. They will provide entrees, and families are asked to bring a side dish
or dessert to share. *There will still be food if you arrive a little late!
Worship Service at 7:00 PM
Sign Up inserts are available in the Sunday bulletins. Sign Up by Sunday, April 10th!
Kindly fill one out and place them in one of the offering boxes if you plan to attend.
If you have any questions, or concerns, please contact Reeta Stern,
lovelyreeta@hotmail.com, or the church office.

AVAILABLE... Forks’ Church Family Cookbook
Don’t’ Miss Out! ...If you haven’t purchased your cookbook yet, you are missing out on a lot of
delicious recipes, some of which you probably have enjoyed at one of our picnics and/or potluck meals!
The recipes are from members of our church family and friends!
The cost of a cookbook is $10, and they make nice gifts.
Make checks payable to: “Forks Fellowship Committee”, with “Cookbook” on the memo line.
You can obtain copies by contacting Reeta Stern at: lovelyreeta@hotmail.com, 484-678-9024,
Or call to make arrangements to ‘Pay & Pick Up’ at the church office.

Save the Date! Saturday, June 4, 2022
(Rain Date, Saturday June 11th)

Forks 1st “Trade Your Treasures” Day
This is planned to be a ‘yard sale’ community outreach event. Only church
members will be able to reserve a spot to sell items, but will be able to ask
a few family members or friends to share it with them. There will be some
restrictions on items sold. There will be a ministry represented, possible food
items for purchase, etc. It is still in the final planning stages, so please watch
for announcements and sign up information in emails and in the Sunday
bulletins in the very near future.
Committee Members to Contact: Reeta Stern, Julie Darnall, Glady Toth, Ron Lefferts
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Missions News

These two pages comprise a special Forks Missions Newsletter that was sent out in an email on
March 2nd and as previous bulletin insert. Printed copies are available in Gathering Room.

MARCH 2022
Dear Forks Family,

We are excited to introduce to you, by way of the following letter from the EPC, a new missionary family with
whom the Forks Church will partner with our prayers, correspondence and financial
support.
Please add Danie, Delia and their two sons to your personal prayer list.
More information regarding the family and their ministry will be forthcoming. We hope they will

Danie and Delia started their life journeys thousands of miles apart, separated not only geographically
but also by language, culture, worldview, and religion. Through God's providence, they met as young
adults and united
Their vision is to live as a light
to those around them in
emigrating from South Africa before he was born . He
pastoral roles in the EPC. Both factors influenced
his spiritual formation. During his college years he took several international short-term trips and each
one confirmed progressively his calling to serve overseas. Danie completed a BA and MA in Clinical
Psychology with the desireto serve the body and offer support through mental health.
grandmother taught her the
local cultural and religious customs. During her university years,
difference between the Koran and the Bible .
Delia had many questions, too many to be answered, and the woman gave her a Bible. Hungry, she
read the whole Bible in one month
foreign development agency . Here Danie and Delia met, got married, and were

blessed with
They have worked in a variety of spheres including community development, drug and alcohol
rehabilitation, small business development and training and English teaching. Due to living in the area
for 15+ years, they have earned trusting relationships with the local body
those around them, and mentor
young believers in various capacities.
involved in their
ministry through prayer, encouragement, and faithful giving. Please consider

Missions News - continued
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Missionaries Israel & Victoria Sanchez to Join the Forks
(This article is reprinted from the December 2021-January 2022 church newsletter, alongside an update at
the bottom of the page)…
This past spring, the Forks Church Session unanimously approved supporting Israel Sanchez in attending
Westminster Seminary through our Seminary Fund. International students must reach a specified level of
pledged support before they can be accepted into the seminary program. Just recently Israel reached the
required level and he will become the first Bolivian student to attend Westminster in the history of the school.
Israel and his wife Victoria presently live in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. This coming January, after completing his
Master of Theological English course, Israel and Victoria will be moving into the Manor House and joining our
Forks family.

Israel is a native Bolivian and Victoria hails from England. They are both bilingual. They met on a mission trip,
Victoria moved to Bolivia and they were married in 2019. They both teach English at the university in Santa
Cruz and lead and work with the youth and young adults at their church. They will serve a similar role here at
the Forks once they get settled.
In four years, after graduation, it is Israel’s intention to return to Bolivia and serve as a pastor/evangelist.
He will be among the select few in that country with an advanced degree in reformed theology. We are
excited to be part of their journey for the sake of the Gospel.

We recently made a video for a Church in the UK explaining what we are up to
in Bolivia and we thought you might like to see it too, here's the link:
https://youtu.be/2US5bYzirCA

UPDATE ON ISRAEL & VICTORIA SANCHEZ
Israel and Victoria’s arrival here at the Forks has been delayed due to their visa application process being
postponed by the Bolivian Government due to Covid restrictions. A new application date has been set for
April. Israel, however has started his Westminster Seminary courses Online. The hope is that Israel and Victoria
(and maybe their two cats) will arrive here in the States in the summer (late July timeframe).
Do keep Israel and Victoria in your prayers.
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From Your Board of Trustees

Sermons Available via YouTube, Sermon Audio & Podcasts
Congregation,
As most of you know, our Sunday Worship service is available on YouTube, Pastor Wesley mentioned
SermonAudio a few Sundays ago, so I thought I would give an update on to the Church as to what is
available and how to access it, we have many options available!
First is YouTube – We livestream the Sunday Service, but also on the site are clips of just the Sermons,
Sermon Series, Special Services and other short clips.
Please Subscribe! – this will notify you when any new videos are added, and the latest Worship Service is
always located at the top when you visit! Subscribing also helps people find our site!
SermonAudio – This website has some great features! The website is strictly for Reformed churches from
around the world, and has strict standards for membership.
The sermons from the Worship Service are available in video and audio only formats.
The main website is SermonAudio.com, however, as a part of our membership, they supply us with
our own “Solo” site available here – https://www.sermonaudio.com/solo/forkschurch.
•
•
•

•

The great thing about this “Solo” site is, it’s also available as an app for your phone or tablet – just
open your App Store and search for the “ChurchOne” App,
After downloading (there is no account or login needed!) just search for “Forks” or use our church code
“23128”, the app will remember your choice
The App will allow you to view the videos, or listen to just the audio (it’s great for your commute to
work!), you can also download the sermons to view/listen to them later when no Wi-fi or cell connection is available!
Sermons are also listed by series – I’ve tried to keep them numbered for easier reference!

The App is also available on AppleTV, Amazon FireStick, Roku and other devices (see the bottom of the
main SermonAudio.com website for more info) set up is just as easy!
Podcasts! We’re also available on Apple and Android Podcasts – just search for Forks of the Brandywine
and subscribe!
IN PERSON –
Of course the best way to view our Services is Sunday Morning at 10:30 in the Sanctuary with your fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ!
“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus,
the mediator of a new covenant.” (Hebrews 12:22-24)
Should you have ANY questions, please feel free to contact me..
Kyle Hall
Kyle.Hall@ForksChurch.org

Deacon’s Ministry
Thank You for Your Generous Donations!
The Deacons would like to thank the congregation for
their generous and gracious support to David’s Drive
(Veterans Assistance),
and The Honey Brook Food Pantry Coat Drive.
David’s Drive items will be delivered in the next couple
of weeks.
Coats/Items collected to date will be held until early fall.

Baby Bottle Campaign at The Forks
Sunday, May 1– Tuesday, May 31, 2022*
Make sure you pick up a baby bottle and help change a life!

Make a Change for Life!
Did you know that at CCWS Medical women and their families receive:
Free pregnancy tests and ultrasounds?
Free prenatal vitamins?
Parenting skills and material support?
Adoption counseling?
Opportunities to accept Christ?
Did you also know that through our ultrasound services 92-95% of our abortion
minded/vulnerable clients choose life?
Did you know you can help impact women and their families in our community
by participating in our baby bottle fundraiser? Women and families facing crisis
pregnancies can receive help at CCWS Medical at no charge through generous
donations. Join with us in making a change for life as we share God’s love with others.

*Baby bottles will be available for pick up on Sunday, May 1st thru Sunday, May 29th.
Fill your bottles with coins, currency, or write out a check (payable to CCWS) and place
it in the bottle.
Pick Up & Return your bottles on Sundays, or pick up/drop them off at the church
office during the week.
Contact the church office with questions
or for more information,
Call 610-942-2626,
or Email: office@forkschurch.org
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Trail Life News
Trail Life USA (TLUSA) is a Christian Outdoor adventure program
for boys and young men.
Trail Life troop meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:00p.m.
Troop Committee meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00p.m.

Work Day at the Camp at the Old Mill
Troop 1:9 worked hard at the Camp at the Old Mill on Saturday, March 26th, helping to split wood, pick up
branches, and do a general cleanup of the grounds to get it ready for the upcoming camping season.

For information contact Gail Craig, 484-364-9790 ; or email gcraig529@gmail.com.
Website: https://tl-pa-0019.trooptrack.com/

Ministry & Giving Opportunities
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SECRET SISTER REVEAL SOCIAL & SIGN UP OPPORTUNITY
Would you like to have a ‘sister’ in Christ praying for you
all year, and you have an assigned ‘sister’ to pray for?
Then join in the ‘sisterhood’ of the Secret Sister Ministry
2022!
The Secret Sister Reveal Social, for those ladies who have been participating
this past year, will be held following worship on Sunday, April 3rd, in the
Fellowship Hall.
This year’s theme is: “Be Still and Know”.

Food: “Savories & Dips”

Each Secret Sister is asked to bring a Savory (appetizer) or Dip to share. Finger sandwiches, desserts
and beverages will be provided.
There will be games and a craft.
As Secret Sisters, we receive a photo and info sheet (the sign up form) about our SS. We pray for her all year
long, and once a month or so try to mail (anonymously) or drop off a card and/or small token gift on the
designated table in the gathering room.
Thank you to all the ladies who participated this past year and for making it so special for us. We hope that
you will sign up again for the year ahead!
Blessings,
Glady Toth & Karen Hall
To Join the Secret Sister Ministry 2022, simply locate the designated table in the Gathering Room, fill
out a form, and place it in the designated Secret Sister box by Sunday, April 10th, so that we can have
our Secret Sisters assigned to us for Easter giving.
You may also sign up via email to the church office, or call: 610-942-2626

An Opportunity to Give
Food & Drink Donations to Support Our Police Officers
A great, big “Thank You” to everyone who has been contributing snacks and drinks to
the West Brandywine Police Department. The officers are very appreciative of the
donations and enjoy the snacks immensely. They do not last long!
Let’s keep on giving!
The pantry and freezer are almost bare at the West Brandywine Police
Department, and the officers are hungry!
Here are some foods that they would love to have:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Propel water
cans or bottles of Coke, Coke Zero, Pepsi, iced tea
Protein Bars- Pure Protein bars or other protein bars
microwavable frozen individual pizzas (mini’s)
frozen breakfast sandwiches
frozen individual meals
Individual snacks such as potato chips, candy bars, trail mix, Chex mix, etc.

There is a designated bin in the Gathering Room for donations.
Label Frozen Items for “WBPD”, place them in the kitchen freezer, and let Rick or Gail Craig know.
Thank you for donating!
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

ADULT BIRTHDAYS
9 - Jane Davidson
11 - Penney Willard

Children to Sr. Teens
10 - Roman Majors (10)

18 - Janelle Reeser
22 - Ann Marryat
Dan Davidson
24 - Erika Snyder
29 - Carolyn Laskowski

8 - Suzie and Bill Ensslen
16 - Barb and Richard Sychterz
20 - Dolores and Ron Lefferts

Sun

3 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion
No Sunday Night Prayer
Hour—Discipleship
Group

10 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Sunday Night
Prayer Hour

Palm Sunday

17 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
Easter
Sunday

24 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Sunday Night
Prayer Hour

Mon

4 7:00 PM Trail Life &
American Heritage Girls

11 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
7:00 PM Trustees

18 7:00 PM Trail Life
& American Heritage
Girls

25 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
3:30 PM Deacons
7:00 PM Session

Tue

5 7:00 PM Fellowship
Meeting

12

19

26

Fri

2 9:30 AM Karate

Sat

7 1:00 PM Ladies Bible
Study in FH

4:30 PM Karate

8 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

30 9:30 AM Karate

7:00 PM The
Pennsylvania Flute
Choir Concert

9:30 AM Karate

23 9:00 AM Work Day
at Manor House

16

9:30 AM Karate

9 9:00 AM Work Day
at Manor House

1 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

15 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

4:30 PM Karate

14 5:45 PM Covered
Dish Meal in FH

Thu

APRIL 2022
Wed

6 7:00 PM Bible Study
7:30 PM Forks Book
Club at Stewart home

13 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

7:00 PM Worship w/
Holy Communion

Bible Study in FH

22 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

29 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

4:30 PM Karate

28 1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Study in FH

4:30 PM Karate

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

20 7:00 PM Bible Study 21 1:00 PM Ladies

27 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal
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Thoughts & Smiles
The Magnitude of God’s Love
It would be spectacular and amazing ... if some king’s
son were to appear in a beggar’s home to nurse him in
his illness, wash off his filth and do everything else the
beggar would have to do. Would this not be a profound
humility? Any spectator or any beneficiary of this honor
would feel impelled to admit that he had seen or
experienced something unusual and extraordinary,
something magnificent.

Why Friday is Good

And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such
magnitude that the greater the filth and stench of our
sins, the more he befriends us, the more he cleanses us,
relieving us of all our misery and of the burden of all our
sins and placing them upon his own back.

To participate in the sacrificial life and death of
Jesus Christ is to live already in his kingdom. This is
the essence of the Christian message, the heart of
the Good News, and it is why the cross has become
the chief Christian symbol.

Whenever the devil declares: “You are a sinner!” Christ
interposes: “I will reverse the order; I will be a sinner,
and you are to go scot-free.” Who can thank our God
enough for this mercy?
-—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167

A cross of all things — a guillotine, a gallows — but
the cross at the same time as the crossroads of
eternity and time, as the place where such a mighty
heart was broken that the healing power of God
himself could flow through it into a sick and broken
world. It was for this reason that of all the possible
words they could have used to describe the day of
his death, the word they settled on was “good.”
Good Friday.
—Frederick Buechner

The Majesty of God’s Creation
Earth Day (April 22) offers a reminder to be wise
stewards of God’s creation. Former U.S. Senate
chaplain Lloyd Ogilvie wrote about how the
universe reveals the greatness of its Maker. “If we
were to drive a car day and night at top speed
without stopping,” he writes, “it would take us nine
years to reach the moon, 300 years to reach the
sun, 8,300 years to reach the planet Neptune, 75
million years to reach Alpha Centauri, and 700
million years to reach the Pole Star.
“This is the reason the Psalmist, even with his
limited cosmology, could say, ‘When I consider the
work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which
Thou hast ordained; what is man, that Thou dost
take thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou
dost care for him? Yet Thou hast made him a little
lower than God, and dost crown him with glory and
majesty!’ (Psalm 8:3-5).” Astonishing indeed!

“We have no reason to despair,
quite simply because Christ is risen.”
—Richard John Neuhaus

When We Can’t Find Easter
Easter is the most joyous Christian holy day ...
except when it’s not. What do we do when our mood
isn’t what we think it “should” be? The kids are
sugared up, we’re juggling family gatherings (and
maybe conflicts), our everyday challenges remain,
and festive hymns — however rousing — fail to lift
our spirits. We wonder, “What’s wrong with me, that
I can’t seem to find Easter?”
Been there, done that. And it’s okay. You’re okay.
Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t scoop us out of our
troubles, but the death-defying Christ walks through
them beside us, on our own Emmaus road (Luke
24). We aren’t alone. When we can’t find Easter,
Easter somehow finds us — if not on this designated
Sunday, perhaps two days from now, or next week
or mid-May. Watch for it; keep your heart open.
Christ is risen indeed — and you shall be too.
—Heidi Mann

Kid’s Page
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