The writer of Ecclesiastes writes: “For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven.” As I sit at my desk, looking out my office
window, it is a cold, rainy, windy Monday morning. The season is Spring, yet,
it feels more like Winter. Sometimes nature does that to us. She gives us
confusing signals relating to our current time of the year. Signs that normally
remind us of Winter appear in the middle of Spring. If we were not aware of
the true time of the year, we might be stocking up on more “ice melt” and
hunkering down for a long Winter’s nap. But, because we know the truth we
“stay the course” knowing the cold blustering days will turn into the warm
days of Summer. It always has. It always will, until the Lord returns.
Just as we can be deceived by what time of the year it is because of a day out of
the norm; so too, can we be deceived by the things of the church. With each
passing day it seems that more-and-more attacks are being made on orthodox
Christianity—-not by the world (although that is happening), but by those
leaders inside of it. Under the guise of “scholarship” and academic rigor
professors in Bible colleges and seminaries and pastors in pulpits are making
claims that the truths of the scripture are culturally irrelevant for today. That
what Jesus in the New Testament and God, the Father in the Old Testament
said were not what they meant, or at least don’t have the same meaning for
today. For instance, mainline denominations, being driven by culture, are
re-imaging Jesus and His teachings to find acceptance with our current
generation.
Unfortunately, even in conservative churches people begin to succumb to the
lies of the world for lack of sound, biblical preaching and teaching. As your
interim pastor, I am committed to bringing you nothing but Jesus Christ and
Him crucified! I know that pastor Dan feels the same way and thank him
publicly for his faithfulness in the time he spent assisting in the pulpit at the
Forks. My experience with the men of our Session has encouraged me by what
I have seen and heard. These are godly men, desiring to serve Christ, by
serving each one of you.
As we head into Summer, let me remind you of the Adult Education Sunday
school class that begins on Sunday, June 2, 2019. We will be looking at the
basics of Christianity to see how each of the doctrines of the true church are
absolutely in accord with God’s holy Word. Please come and join us.
Pastor Ron
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JUNE DATES TO REMEMBER
Flag Day, Friday, June 14
Father’s Day, Sunday, June 16

First Day of Summer, Friday, June 21

What a blessing it is to know that someone is
praying for you! Are you remembering to pray
regularly for your Secret Sister? Are you
encouraging her by sending her a card and/or
giving her a small token gift each month?
“Whoever does God's will is my . . .
sister. . .." Mark 3:35

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!
Upcoming Dates for Sunday Coffee Hours
Be sure to mark your calendars now for the following Coffee Hours
to be held after worship:
· Sunday, 2nd - Honoring our Graduates
·

Sunday, June 30th - Ringenberg Family Visit— MAF Missionaries

·

Sunday, July 7th- Ice Cream Social

·

Sunday, August 25th - Worship & Picnic in the Park

·

Sunday, September 22nd– Coffee Hour

·

Sunday, October 27th - Pastor Appreciation Coffee Hour

HONORING OUR GRADUATES
On Sunday, June 2, the Fellowship Team
is hosting a Coffee Hour immediately following the
worship service to honor our graduates.
Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall to congratulate
and share in the accomplishment of these young people:

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

UNIVERSITY GRADUATE

Colin Richard Craig

Julia Lynn Pedrick

Aleithia High School

Temple University

Graduation Date: May 18, 2019

Graduation Date: May 10, 2019

Future Plans: Colin is taking a gap year
and pursuing internships in several areas.

Isaac Daniel Wills
Aleithia High School

Graduation Date: May 18, 2019
Future Plans: Isaac plans to take a gap
year and consider career options.

Liberal Arts Diploma in Urban Studies
(Planning of New Developments )

Ringenberg Missionary Family Visit, Sunday, June 30th
The Forks have supported the Ringenbergs for
many years. They have served with MAF –
Mission Aviation Fellowship) since 1997, and
have been in Papua, Indonesia since 2010.
Dave is a jungle pilot, and in 2014 became
assistant program manager.
They are on furlough this summer and will be
visiting The Forks on Sunday, June 30th.
There will be a Coffee Hour after worship where
you will have the opportunity to personally greet
the Ringenbergs and hear more about their
ministry.

The Forks Sends a Mission Team Back to Bolivia
Dear Forks Family and Friends,
God has opened the door for us to return to Bolivia. From July 5-17, 2019 , Dave Bowers,
Glady Toth, Shelly Rigg, Rebecca and Glenn McClintock, and Eric Connor will partner
with LATCOM and support the ministry of our Missionaries Onesimo and Elodia Rojas
and Omar and Ana Vasquez.
We have been asked to teach, train and encourage those in leadership positions. The teachings will
focus on the authority of Scripture. We will also participate and lead in women’s ministry, children’s
ministry, the distribution of reading glasses and Bibles, one-on-one sharing of the Gospel Message,
and preaching.
·

Would you commit to be part of this Bolivia Team through your prayer support?

·

Would you also consider contributing toward the teams’ financial need?

The team would very much appreciate your prayers and support. If you haven’t already received one,
team support letters (pg. 5) have been, or are in the process of being, sent out to the members of our
congregation, friends and families.
Donation Envelopes, designated for the Bolivia Mission Trip, are available in the Gathering Room.
Thank you!

Forks Bolivia Mission Team Support Letter
BOLIVIA SHORT TERM MISSION TEAM
5-16 JULY 2019
I’m struck by the passages of the Bible where Jesus calls his first disciples. Upon his command,
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men “, they “immediately” drop what they are doing,
“‘leave’ everything” and obey his command to “follow” (Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:9-11).
Are these just impressive stories of what happened over two thousand years ago, or do they have
relevance for those of us today who call ourselves disciples (“followers”) of Christ?
Why would God particularly send us to Bolivia? I have no idea. I suppose Jonah didn’t fully
understand why God wanted him to go to Nineveh. Jonah, at first was disobedient to the call of
God, and initially it cost him and others (Jonah 1:10-12).
There is a cost to obedience as well. Jesus makes that clear in Luke 9: 57-62, with the emphasis
again being on leaving behind the ordinary comforts of home life for the sake of proclaiming the
“kingdom of God “.
So, we go to Bolivia, not out of our own understanding but out of obedience to the call of God in our
lives. The Holy Spirit empowers us to be “fishers of men”.
For many years the Forks Church has supported this mission. And now God is blessing us as we
witness a great number of lost souls responding to hope that can only be found in Jesus Christ and
his life transforming words, “follow me”.
Won’t you continue to partner with us, in a deep sense – go with us, by supporting the team with
your prayers and financial support? The team needs to raise $14,000 by the end of June. We will
be doing one-on-one evangelism, leadership training, women and children’s ministry, medical
and dental check-ups, and living out the Gospel in word and deed during our time in Bolivia.
The team: Dave Bowers, Glady Toth, Shelly Rigg, Rebecca McClintock, Glenn McClintock and
Eric Connor, thanks you for your support and gives all praise and honor to the One who says,
“Follow me”.

The Ayoré community leaders singing for our 2017 team,
to honor us, when we arrived in their community. The
red curtains are the puppet stage the team uses to
minister to the children.

A very special honor was the women of Guayaba cooking
for the women of our team (2017) when we arrived in
their community.

This year 6 youth, Colin Craig, RJ and Caleb Jones, Quincy Majors, and Isaac
Wills and John Darnall, along with 3 leaders: Rob Jones, Rodney Rigg and
Diane Shumaker, will again be going to Wilmington, North Carolina with
Vigilant Hope, and working with Port City Project. An urban mission experience
where they will be doing home repairs for the elderly, widows, single parents
and those who exhibit poor health due to disabilities or illness. Kindly keep the
youth and leaders in prayer for safe
travels and the work week.
Kindly consider being a Prayer Partner for a Youth and/or Leader. There will
be a Sign Up poster in the Gathering Room beginning June 2nd. Your prayers for
the preparation of hearts, flexibility, unity and safety are greatly appreciated!
If you wish to financially help sponsor the youth mission trip to NC, you can
make checks out to the church with “Youth Mission Trip” on the memo line and
place them in a envelope designated to “Youth”.
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DATE
June 02
June 09
June 16
June 18 (Tues)
June 23
June 30

TIME
No Meeting
6:00-7:30 PM
No Meeting
8:15 AM
6:00-7:30 PM
6:00-7:30 PM

EVENT
Colin Craig Graduation Party
Meeting @ Jones’ Home w/ Pool Access
Father’s Day
Great Adventure Amusement Park
Meeting @ Jones’ Home w/ Pool Access
Meeting @ Jones’ Home w/ Pool Access

July 07
July 13 (Sat)
July 14
July 21*
July 26 (Fri)
July 28

6:00 AM
TBA
No Meeting
6:00-7:30 PM
6:00-7:30 PM
No Meeting

Leave on Mission Trip to North Carolina
Return from Mission Trip
Summer Break (just home from mission trip)
Meeting @ Jones’ Home w/ Pool Access
Meet at Golf Zone - mini golf & Go-Karts
(was held Fri night at Golf Zone)

August 04*
August 09 (Fri)
August 11
August 18*
August 25

6:00-7:30 PM
6:00-7:30 PM
No Meeting
6:00-7:30 PM
No Meeting

Meeting @ Jones’ Home w/ Pool Access
Laser Tag - Place TBD
(was held Fri night at Laser Tag)
Meeting @ Jones’ Home w/ Pool Access
School Begins

Sept. 01
Sept. 08*
Sept. 15
Sept. 22

No Meeting
6:00-7:30 PM
6:00-7:30 PM
6:00-7:30 PM

Labor Day Weekend
Youth Kick-Off Pool Party at Jones’ Home
Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting

Youth Group normally meets on Sunday evenings, 6:00-7:30 PM, in the Fellowship Hall.
* June July, and August Meetings will be held at the home of Rob and Christine Jones,
with pool access available!!

All Youth in Grades 6 thru 12 are Welcome! Invite Your Friends!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

JUNE 2019
Thu

Fri

Sat

2

9

16

23

30

JUNE 2019

An Encouraging Word
The Bible repeatedly “encourages” Christians to
“encourage one another.” How can you tell when
someone needs encouragement? The answer is easy,
said Chick-fil-A founder Truett Cathy: if they’re
breathing! He quipped, “I get a lot of encouragement,
but I never got an overdose.”
Offering encouragement is an easy way to have a big
impact. In fact, two esteemed Christian writers call
encouragers angelic and godly. George MacDonald
said, “If, instead of a gem or even a flower, we could
cast the gift of a lovely thought into the heart of a
friend, that would be giving as the angels give.” And
G.K. Chesterton said, “If I can put one touch of rosy
sunset into the life of any man or woman, I shall feel
that I have worked with God.”
Who in your life might need an encouraging word
today?

Swaddled in God’s Law of Love
Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-weekold baby to help her feel secure. She loved being
wrapped tightly in a soft blanket and would lie
quietly — until she managed to work a tiny arm
loose. Then she’d scream until someone rewrapped
her.
Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection
with God’s law, given so people can live in peace.
“I know that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but
I’m always wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very
quickly my life falls into a state of disarray.”
We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to love
our neighbors as ourselves, yet we often ignore their
needs. Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle
around it: “That’s too naïve for this day and age.”
But then relationships crumble, life feels crazy and
we recognize that, in large part, we’ve done it to
ourselves. Over and over, we wiggle out of the soft
swaddle of God’s law of love, only to flail.
Thankfully, like a loving parent, God wraps us
up anew, holds us close and saves us from ourselves
— again.

Father of lights, thank you for every good gift
you bestow on your children — especially for
being the supreme example of fatherly love
(based on James 1:17).

God whom Jesus knew as Father: Thank you
for earthly fathers—biological or not—who
nurture children in love and teach them to
love others.

A Prayer for Families
Heavenly Father,
we come as your children to
praise you for putting us into
families. Thank you for the
love and nourishment we’ve
received — and been blessed
to give. We confess our need
for your daily
forgiveness and guidance in
our families. Please grant harmony in our homes
and help us always show respect and love for one
another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

“There is just one way to bring up a child in
the way he should go, and that is to travel
that way yourself.”
—Abraham Lincoln

NEWSLETTER
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Summer Childcare & Junior Church Combined
Childcare and Junior Church will be combined this summer, from June 9 to August 18, for
a special Worship Time VBS: “Under Construction.” Children age 5 to grade 2 should still
worship with their families and go downstairs after the Children’s Devotion. Each Sunday, there will
be volunteers who lead the children in 1 or 2 VBS activities during their time together. There will
always be at least one familiar face to care for the younger children. Please contact Peggy Frandolig
at john-and-peggy@frandolig.com or Colleen Knudson at cknudson@comcast.net with any questions.

New Combined Adult Sunday School Class Begins June 2nd
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, * a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15, NIV)
These words of Paul addressed to Timothy are as appropriate for us today as they were in the past. The history of
Sunday school In Britain and America is rich with stories of how children and adults came to learn to read through
Sunday school classes. Today, most of us learn to read at school or at home. Unfortunately, over the past few
decades churches seem to have placed less-and-less emphasis on providing additional education to their people.
Good News! The Session of the Forks is providing an opportunity for all to participate in a combined Adult class
titled: The Essentials of The Faith. This class will be a refresher course for those of you who have been in church
for a long time. For the newcomer or visitor interested in learning more about who we are, it will serve as the basis
for the New Member’s Class”. Pastor DiNunzio, along with other men, will lead this endeavor.
Classes will begin Sunday, June 2, 2019 and go through the Summer ending Sunday, August 26, 2019. All of us
know that only going to worship service, as important as that is, is not enough to develop a deeper understanding
of the riches of Christianity and the Reformed tradition. If you haven’t been to Sunday school in a while, I would
encourage each of you to come and enjoy the time of fellowship and learning together.
Blessings,
Pastor Ron

