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From the Pastor’s Pen
How often do you pay attention to the cover of the bulletin? We see the cover
every week, the same thing Sunday after Sunday, but do we notice what it says?
Beneath the church’s name, there is a statement about our congregation—that’s
the vision statement. A church’s vision statement announces to everyone why we
exist. Our vision is what animates us as a body. It tells us what we are on a
mission to accomplish, what reality we strive to actualize. This is our vision at
Forks of the Brandywine: We exist to glorify Christ in joyful community through
worship, fellowship, and witness.

This vision is the measure of our ministry. It determines when we are on task and
decides when we succeed and fail. Rather than unpack the full meaning of our
vision statement here, I want to relate how our newest ministry connects to and
helps us accomplish our vision.
Earlier this year we launched our new discipleship groups. These are set up as
small groups that meet at various times every other week. We have chosen a set
curriculum called the Navigators 2:7 Series, and all groups are moving along at the
same pace. This curriculum consists of three workbooks that takes each group
member step by step in very practical ways from the basics up to a more advanced
level of discipleship. It does this through group discussion, brief lessons in the
workbook, tips on how to read the Bible more effectively, and a few Bible memory
verses.
In our vision statement, we declare that we exist to glorify Christ in joyful
community. It is impossible to foster a joyful community that only sees each other
once a week. By joining a discipleship group, you have an opportunity to connect
with others on a more personal level and deepen meaningful relationships. These
groups help knit our community closer together and foster the joy we share with
one another in Christ. Christian growth only happens in community.
Our vision statement goes on to state three ways that we glorify Christ together:
through worship, fellowship, and witness. Our discipleship groups are designed as
a time of worship, specifically through discussing the Bible and joining together in
prayer. Group meetings are also a time of great fellowship, as we gather in people’s
homes or at church, learn and grow together, talk and laugh, and celebrate our
mutual inheritance in Christ. Finally, these groups are aimed at preparing us to be
better, bolder witnesses for Christ. As we grow in our knowledge, love, and
maturity as Christians, our hunger to share our faith increases as well. One of the
key skills of discipleship is learning how to relate the gospel to others who need to
hear the good news.
In all these ways, our discipleship groups fit perfectly with our vision as a church.
At the beginning of the year, I preached several sermons that were intended to
raise the bar on our discipleship as a church. The response has been tremendous.
Nearly half the church is in a discipleship group. What a blessing! We want the
rest of you to join one too. Here’s how. In September, the existing groups will move
on to Book 2 in the curriculum. For those who have not yet joined, a new group
will be available that starts with Book 1. This is your opportunity!
I encourage all of you to join a group and participate in what God is doing at the
Forks. Now is the time to rally around this shared vision. Let’s be that joyful
community that worships, fellowships, and witnesses together, and in so doing
bring great glory to Christ.
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Worship in Fellowship Hall, July 3 - August 28
Due to lack of air-conditioning in the sanctuary, our
worship services will be held in the Fellowship Hall
July 3rd through August 21th. Worship August 28th
will be held at West Brandywine Park (see back cover).

“Thank You” from the American Red Cross
The America Red Cross wishes to thank you for your blood donation at
The Forks Blood Drive held on June 13, 2022. They were able to collect
30 units …. which will save up to 90 lives!
There is always an URGENT need for blood, so please give as often as you can!

Help Support Our Local Police Officers
Our local officers say “Thank you so very much” and are very appreciative
of the snacks/beverages that are donated through our church family.
The pantry and freezer are almost bare at the West Brandywine Police
Department again.
Here are some foods that they would love to have: Protein bars, candy bars,
individual bags of trail mix and nuts, mini pizzas, breakfast sandwiches,
frozen dinners. Frozen foods can be put into the church freezer labeled for
WBPD. There is a designated bin in Gathering Room for snacks and
beverages.
Let Rick or Gail Craig know if you leave something in the freezer.
Thank you!

Remember to Pray for Your Secret Sister!
What a blessing it is to know that someone is praying for
you! Are you remembering to pray regularly for your
Secret Sister? Are you encouraging her by sending her a
card and/or giving her a small token gift each month?
“Whoever does God's will is my . . . sister. . .." Mark 3:35

Seeking Fire Wood for Trail Life
If anyone has seasoned firewood they would like to donate, Troop 1:9
would love to have some to take on camping trips for campfires. There will
soon be a stand for wood on the porch of the Trail Lodge, so you can just
drop it off anytime.
Page 2

Deacon Ministry
A Special “Thank You” from CCWS
Chester County Women’s Services would like to express their deepest
appreciation for your participation in their Baby Bottle Campaign again this year !
Your generous donations raised $1,593.33 to help support single mothers and their babies!

Like to Cook? Join the Forks Meal Ministry!
The Forks has a meal ministry made up of volunteers who make and deliver meals to
our shut-ins, those who have illnesses or are recovering from surgeries, or simply
need a few meals delivered.
We are looking for people to make meals, or food items for a meal, and/or people who
would be willing to deliver a meal. Items can be made and stored in the church freezer
for later delivery.
If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please contact Dotti McKinley at:
dmmck122@comcast.net or call the Church Office, 610-942-2626.

Help Support Bridge of Hope Chester County
The Forks Deacons will again partner with the Chester County Bridge of Hope in
helping families move into their new homes by providing cleaning supplies.
Here is a terrific way You can make a difference!

Donate Household Supplies.
From Sunday, July 17th thru August 28th, kindly consider purchasing any of the
items listed below (The Dollar Tree is a good place to shop). (Note that BOH does not
have a lot of storage space, so standard size packages of items would be best – not
large, bulk packages).
There will be a designated box/bin in the Gathering Room in which to place your items.

Here are a few ideas of what to fill your Welcome Home basket/bucket with:
* Laundry Detergent

* Dish Soap

* General Cleaning Supplies & Wipes

* Dryer Sheets

* Sponges

* Microfiber Cloths

*Hangers

* Dish Towels

* Toilet Scrubbing Brush

* Toothpaste

* Shower Curtains

* Broom/Mop/dustpan

* Tooth Brushes

* Bath Towels & Wash Cloths (new)

* Paper Towels

* Hand Soap

* Toilet Paper

* Tissues

If you have any questions, please ask any Deacon: Craig Shumaker, Reeta Stern, Ron Lefferts,
Dotti McKinley, Cate Pedrick, or Kathy Wills. Thank You!
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Missions Ministry
Israel & Victoria Sanchez Arrive from Bolivia, August 9th
“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into
such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and
make a profit’ – yet you do not know what tomorrow will
bring” (James 4:13).
All of us know that it is true that we don’t know what “tomorrow
will bring”, but do we truly live our lives accordingly? It seems
like we spend much time thinking and planning what we will be
doing in the days and weeks to come, convinced that what we
plan will come about.
But how often do we take seriously James’ admonition when he
says, “Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and
do this or that” (James 4:15)?
The plans to bring Israel and Victoria have been in place now for a couple of years. The
process, although “bumpy and cloudy” at times has continued, but the timing has truly been
the Lords.
At first the discussion was that Israel and Victoria would plan to come to the States in 2020 if
accepted by Westminster Seminary. The Lord used COVID to change a lot of our plans, didn’t
He? Then upon acceptance by the Seminary and the raised pledged funds, which included The
Forks’ financial and housing pledge, it seemed that Israel would start his classes in the fall of
2021. A Master of Theological English course was then required by the Seminary to be taken
online prior to starting his onsite classroom studies. That pushed the date for them to come to
the States to January 2022.
Visas, approved and issued by the Bolivian government are required for Bolivian citizens to
come to the United States. In early 2021, the Bolivian government closed their offices once
again due to another COVID outbreak. Israel and Victoria would have to wait and reschedule
their visa appointment.
After prayer and perseverance, Israel and Victoria have now received their visas and have
booked their airline tickets. “Lord willing” they will arrive here in the States, with their two
cats, Bigote (Whiskers) and Gravy who they call Nena, on August 9th. Their flight is scheduled
to arrive in New York, early afternoon on that Tuesday. That should allow them to arrive at the
Manor House by late afternoon or early evening.
In this journey to bring the first student from Bolivia to Westminster in the history of the
seminary, there have been many plans made and then changed. There have been many
challenges – emotional doubt and frustration has crept in from time to time.
James seems to be coming down hard about this issue of us making our own plans, doesn’t
he? Doesn’t making plans seem to be the responsible and prudent thing to do? But the real
issue James is addressing is our pride. His exhortation in verse 8 of chapter 4 is to, “Draw near
to God, and he will draw near to you.” And linked with that thought - the manner in which we
need to come to God, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you” (James 4:10).
James is really addressing the condition of our hearts as we make our plans. Are we
recognizing the sovereignty of the Lord and living in total dependence upon Him and in His
timing for all things?
There are more plans to be made in preparation for Israel and Victoria’s arrival here at the
Forks. Over the next four years there will be many plans to build relationships and ministry.
What a blessing it is for us as a congregation to help raise up yet another preacher/pastor.
And most assuredly we must proclaim, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” Let’s
extend a warm welcome to Israel and Victoria as we draw near and praise God from whom all
blessings flow.
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Missions Ministry — continued
Forks volunteers Serve Meal at The Camp at Old Mill
On June 21, 2022, six volunteers from the Forks provided a Taco Tuesday Night for dinner to
approximately 80+ children, staff and volunteers. Thanks to everyone who donated food for the
dinner at the Camp at Old Mill! We fed tacos, corn, and cupcakes to 90 kids and counselors.
They loved it! Here's the kitchen crew: Kathy Duncan, Reeta Stern,
Gail Craig, Glady Toth, Louise Snyder and Karen Hall with Sue Crans.
The Camp at Old Mill was purchased in 1992, renovated and
established to strengthen our effectiveness and impact on especially
at-risk children from Coatesville, Chester and as far as Brooklyn,
New York. For the past several years, the Forks has been one of the
partnering churches to provide a meal for the children during their
camp weeks.
The Camp at Old Mill is part of County Corrections Gospel Mission.
CCGM was founded by Jack Crans (of Brandamore, PA in 1984) after
being chaplain of the Chester County Prison since 1973, and
establishing City Gate in Coatesville in 1976. CCGM exists to biblically
and effectively address the spiritual crisis as reflected through the
urgencies and heart-cries of the Criminal Justice System. It is a
Christian mission partnering with Bible believing churches. We serve
Lert to Right: Kathy Duncan, Reeta
Stern, Gail Craig, Glady Toth, Louise
people groups involved in or affected by the Criminal Justice System.
Snyder, Karen Hall, Sue Crans
These include at-risk communities and agencies most impacted by
family breakdown, crime and the increasing loss of moral consensus and
order in society. We initiate and implement quality, biblically based programs which address the lives
and specific needs of these people groups by incorporating evangelism, discipleship and
mentoring activities with the purpose of maturing Christian servant-leaders. We strive to duplicate our
effective local model nationally and internationally.

Read more of Jack’s history at: countycorrectionsgospelmission.org

Forks “Good Neighbor” Program through Good Works, Inc.
As we, our congregation, continue to fulfill “Our Purpose,” for several
years now, the mission committee is given us the opportunity to
demonstrate our love for our neighbor.
The second greatest
commandment is ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’ and now we have the
opportunity to put that love into action.
Not everyone is familiar with the great work that Good Works does, but
there is a core team of volunteers at the Forks who do, and would like you to
prayerfully consider joining in on a Good Works Saturday (the 4th Saturday of each month)
to feel for yourself the true blessing of helping someone less fortunate to have a home that is
“safer, drier, warmer”.
On these work days, some volunteers meet at the “adopted” home at 9:00a.m and end around
4:00 pm. You can give a half day, or even a few hours. This does not require any
special skills or tools, just the desire to love your neighbor as yourself.
Lunch is provided, and we are looking for people who would be willing to help provide/prepare
food items for lunch, and/or deliver lunch.
The only thing we really need is you! So please mark your calendar and plan to join a team
on any 4th Saturday of the month.
If you have any questions, or would like further
information, contact Bob Fernholz at: captfirmhold@gmail.com
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Church & Community News
Opportunities to Fellowship
Choir Rehearsals will start back September 8th, 6:45 PM,
and are held in the downstairs Multi-Purpose Room. We
would love to have some new voices join us! You are very
welcome to come any Thursday night and sing with us!
Choir Members mark your calendars.
See the next page for Old Fashion Picnic & Praise in the Park

“Wing Night” at September Farm
Mondays: July 11th & August 8th
Pastor Wesley will be at September Farm enjoying their Monday
Night Wing Night on these dates, and anyone interested is
welcome to join him for a time of refreshment and fellowship.
The first “Wing Night” on June 13th was a great time of
fellowship among 15 people! Come join the fun!

Ladies Summer “Gather & Gab” Lunches

Gather & Gab

Calling ALL Ladies! Summer Fellowship Lunches are back! For the months
of June, July and August, all ladies are invited to get together for lunch, or
simply to ‘gather and gab’ on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.
We will meet at the Fireside Café at 1:00 PM (158 Toddy Dr., East Earl) on
July 7th & 21st and August 4th & 18th
Kindly notify the church office (Glady) when you are able to attend
so we know how many to expect and grab enough table space, or just show up!

Come Out and Play! The “Daytimers”
Do you enjoy games?… Have some free time on Monday mornings?
Then JOIN THE FUN! The Daytimers are ‘up to their old games
again’ (and some new ones)!
Game Days are the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 10:30 AM.
Here is the recap of what we do:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Open to anyone who likes to play games or teach others to play games.
We have a selection of card & board games but participants are invited to bring a game and teach it.
Open to all.
We meet in the Gathering Room.
We start at 10:30 a.m. and we generally finish between 12-12:30.
Generally we have four or five in attendance. There is always room for more!

It is helpful if you call the church office, 610-942-2626, or Louise Snyder, 610-653-7829,
to say you will be attending.
Consider Joining Us for the Next Game Day!
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Fellowship Ministry
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Trail Life Troop 1:9
Troop 1:9 marched in the Downingtown Memorial Day Parade. They were honored to be asked to
stand with the Veterans in the color guard. It was a wonderful, patriotic event.

Youth Group Happenings
For the June Youth Event on Friday, June 24th, the youth and adults enjoyed Go-kart racing at
the Golf Zone, followed by yummy ice cream at Dairy Queen. Fun was had by all!

Ms. Karen whooped
Ms. Glady big time!

July event to be
announced!
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August Pool Party
being planned!

Sunday School & Childcare
The Sunday School Class in the Multi-Purpose Room (facilitated by Bob
Fernholz) is focused on the study and examination of scripture. Typically we
focus on a particular book of the Bible. I facilitate by posing questions to
stimulate discussion. Questions are focused to help us understand what the
scripture means for us in our daily lives. The pace of the class is determined by
the conversations of each meeting. There is no time objective as we travel
through any particular book. Currently we are near the end of our study of
the Gospel of John. Near the beginning of August we will start a study of the
book of Joshua. The class is open to anyone who wishes to participate.
You can join the group at any time.
The Sunday School Class in the Gathering Room (facilitated by Matt Reeser) will
be starting a new 12 week series from Ligonier - “Learning to Love the Psalms”
on Sunday, July 3rd.
The Bethel NT Class (facilitated by Bill Ensslen).
The Book 2 study will most likely not begin until January 2023.
You are encouraged to join another class!

Childcare Available During Worship
Infants and children (up to 4 years old) can be taken to the
Nursery or Toddler Room downstairs in the Sunday School
wing prior to worship.
Two adults are always present. Each volunteer has had
background checks and have received their clearances.
We could always use more volunteers!
If you would like to be a childcare volunteer, your clearances are free, and we will
assist you in obtaining them. See John or Dotti McKinley, or call John at 610-715-8457.

Childcare Schedule for July/August
July 3 Erika Snyder/Karen Hall
10 Glady Toth/Gail Craig
17 Kathy Stewart/Evie Harvey
24 Susan Hein/Louise Snyder
31 John & Dotti McKinley
Aug 7
14
21
28

Erika Snyder/Karen Hall
Kathy Stewart/Evie Harvey
John & Dotti McKinley
Worship in the Park
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3:30 PM Deacons
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Fri
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AUGUST 2022
2

4:30 PM Karate

12 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

4:30 PM Karate

5 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

18 1:00 PM Ladies
Lunch at Fireside Café

19 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

4:30 PM Karate

26 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

4:30 PM Karate

27 9:30 AM Karate

12-4:00 Fellowship Hall
in Use—Irwin Reunion

20 9:30 AM Karate
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4 1:00 PM Ladies Lunch
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31 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

24 7:00 PM Bible Study 25
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ADULT BIRTHDAYS
1 - Kevin Matthews
2 – Rick Craig
7 - Cate Pedrick
12 - Jim Milheim
17 - Eileen Bowers
19 - Garry Knudson
20 - Samuel Wills
21 - Vicky Brockup
22 - Jim Dix
- Joe Fulmer
29 - Kathy Wills

Children to Sr. Teens
2

26 - Madison Kristman (15)

21 - Dotti and John McKinley
24 - Susan and Bill Hein
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Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Children to Sr. Teens
15 - Lynly Rigg (11)
18—Abigail Westervelt (5)
22 - Mitchell Williams (9)
2

ADULT BIRTHDAYS
1 – Jane Lee Miller
2 - Glenn McClintock
John McKinley
7 - Corson Stephens
10 - Bob Fernholz
20 - Phyllis Ferguson
Diane Shumaker
21 - Bob Erdmann
22 - Bill Ensslen
27 - Alice Martin

7 - Reeta and Tom Stern
13 - Kathy and Rodney Rigg
31 - Janice and Cliff Wardle
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Thoughts & Smiles
Oxygen for Ministry
Flight attendants instruct airplane passengers that if
oxygen masks are needed, we should secure our own
before assisting someone else. Why? If we aren’t
getting enough oxygen ourselves, we can’t help
another person for long.
The Holy Spirit empowers Christians for ministry —
the work of loving and caring for our neighbors and
God’s creation. But if we aren’t Spirit-fueled on an
ongoing basis, we will soon lack capacity to serve.
This may manifest as burnout, cynicism, exhaustion
or even lack of faith. So how to ensure we’re breathing
in the Spirit’s energy and guidance instead of
poor-quality “air”?

The Heart of Jesus
The idea of a spiritual heart
transplant is a vivid image to
me; once you have the heart of
somebody else inside you, then
that heart is there.
Jesus’ heart is inside me,
and my heart is gone. So if
God were to place a stethoscope against my
chest, he would hear the heart of Jesus Christ
beating.

The Power of Kindness
No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind
action leads to another. Good example is followed. A single act of kindness throws out
roots in all directions, and the roots spring up
and make new trees. The greatest work that
kindness does to others is that it makes them
kind themselves.
—Amelia Earhart

“This country will not be a
good place for any of us to live
in unless we make it a good
place for all of us to live in.”

—Theodore Roosevelt
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By taking part in corporate worship regularly,
immersing ourselves in the Scriptures (devotional
reading and Bible study), praying “continually” (1
Thessalonians 5:17, NIV) and spending time with
Christian friends and mentors. Opening ourselves to
the Spirit in these ways allows the Breath of God to
flow into us, which in turn empowers us to reach out
to others in love.
—Heidi Hyland Mann

5 Steps to a Friendlier Church

1. Speak to the other person first. Don’t wait for him
or her to take the initiative.
2. If there is someone you don’t know, introduce
yourself to him or her.
3. Be pleasant in your words and expressions.
A great church cannot be built with frowns.
4. Invite newcomers to a worship service or to a
church event and introduce them to other
members.
5. Encourage people to participate in those church
activities that interest them.

“What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity.”
—Joseph Addison
“A life without love is like a year without summer.”
—Swedish proverb

Kid’s Page
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Worship Service & Picnic in the Park
Sunday, August 28th
West Brandywine Park
198 Lafayette Road
Coatesville, PA

Worship: 10:30 AM-11:30 AM
Picnic: 11:45-2:00 PM
Hey Fork’s Family & Friends! Here is an opportunity to invite your friends, relatives
and neighbors, who might not have a church family, to worship with us and then enjoy
an afternoon of food, fun and fellowship.

We will worship at the West Brandywine Park on Sunday, August 28th at our normal
time. Dress code will be casual; things you would wear to play volleyball or other lawn
games. The Worship Service will be held in the Amphitheatre adjacent to the picnic
pavilion. Feel free to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on during service.
The Fellowship Committee will provide all paper products including utensils, drinks,
hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls, chips, condiments & tablecloths. We are asking each family
to bring a cold item (in containers that fit in coolers), or a dessert to share. Watch
for sign up inserts beginning in the August Sunday bulletins.

