Confessions of faith are extremely useful. This is true for several reasons.
First, they codify the contents of Scripture in a compact form. The Bible is a
big book. A confession of faith is meant to distill the great mass of biblical
data into a systematic summary for the church. Second, confessions of faith
clarify the central teachings of Scripture. A confession is not intended to
summarize every single thing the Bible says about every single topic. Rather,
the intention is to select the central doctrines and practices of Scripture and
arrange them in logical sequence. This helps the church see what is more
important and less important, what deserves major emphasis in the life of the
church and what should be given minor emphasis. All of Scripture is the
inspired word of God, but not every doctrine is equally crucial. Confessions of
faith bring clarity on what is essential and what is non-essential. Third,
confessions of faith simplify the central teachings of Scripture. They provide
concise statements of biblical truth along with the primary passages that
support that truth. If you want to know the meaning of a certain doctrine, a
confession will give you a quick definition and overview of the doctrine in
light of all that Scripture says.
Confessions codify, clarify, and simplify the contents of biblical teaching and
instruction for the faith, life, and ministry of the church. This is an extremely
useful resource for pastors, teachers, and even whole denominations. As
Presbyterians, we are bound by our subscription to the Westminster Confession
of Faith, which was drafted and established by our Puritan forefathers in
England and Scotland in 1647. It is called a “confession” because it embodies
the faith that we confess to believe before God and before the world. To
“subscribe” to the Westminster Confession means to pledge allegiance to
uphold that confession as a secondary authority under the ultimate authority
of Scripture. All ordained Presbyterian ministers are required to preach, teach,
and defend what the Westminster Confession says. This requirement of
subscription is absolutely necessary for the preservation of the truth and the
protection of our churches. The confession keeps us in check. It’s like the
guardrails that keeps us from going off the tracks into doctrinal error, heresy,
and sin. The Westminster Confession provides a much needed accountability
partner for pastors, churches, and the whole denomination. When we abandon
our fidelity to our Confession, serious corruption looms ahead in the not-sodistant future.
So I highly recommend that all of you take the time to read through the
Westminster Confession, or at least the sections most interesting to you
(it’s available for free online). There are sections on the doctrine of God, the
person and work of Christ, God’s covenant with his people, free will, sin, the
new birth, justification, God’s law, good works, baptism, the Sabbath, worship,
marriage, the second coming, and so much more.

Continued on next page...
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If you want to understand what our denomination believes and what the Forks of the Brandywine is
committed to uphold in all that we do, the best source you can consult is the Westminster Confession
of Faith. This is the faith of our Puritan and Presbyterian forefathers, it was the faith of those who
founded the Forks in the 1730s, and Lord willing, it will be the faith we confess before the very judgment seat of God on the last day.
Pastor Wesley

Monday Night “Wing Night” at September Farms
June 21st, July 19th & August 16th
Pastor Wesley will be at September Farms enjoying their Monday
Night Wing Night on these dates, and anyone interested is welcome
to join him for a time of refreshment and fellowship.

Like to Cook? Join the Forks Meal Ministry!
The Forks has a meal ministry made up of volunteers who make and
deliver meals to our shut-ins, those who have illnesses or are recovering
from surgeries, or simply need a few meals delivered.
We are looking for people to make meals, or food items for a meal, and/or
people who would be willing to deliver a meal. Items can be made and
stored in the church freezer for later delivery.
If you are interested in helping with this ministry,
please contact Dotti McKinley at: dmmck122@comcast.net
or call the Church Office, 610-942-2626.

Remember to Pray for Your Secret Sister!
What a blessing it is to know that someone is
praying for you! Are you remembering to pray
regularly for your Secret Sister? Are you
encouraging her by sending her a card and/or
giving her a small token gift each month?
“Whoever does God's will is my . . . sister. . .."
Mark 3:35

Thank you to everyone who has been contributing snacks, frozen meal items,
and drinks to the West Brandywine Police Department. The officers are
very appreciative of the donations and enjoy the snacks immensely. They do
not last long!
Kindly continue to contribute individually wrapped snacks and quick meal
items for them to enjoy on their shifts. They can be left in the designated bin
on the donations table in the Gathering Room.

As another food ministry, the Forks sponsors an ongoing Food Drive to
help support the Salvation Army. The food barrel is stationed in the
Gathering Room for the collection of food throughout the year and the food is
delivered each quarter. Please bring in canned and non-perishable items as
you are able.
The support of our church family to the Salvation Army for the Food
Drives and the Angel Tree have been a tremendous blessing for them and
your continued support is greatly appreciated.

The Forks also sponsors a food collection to help support
The Honey Brook Food Bank and The Lord’s Pantry.
There are designated bins located in the Gathering Room for
the collection of dry goods throughout the year.
Kindly bring in canned and non-perishable items as you are able.
Please check expiration dates! Items with expired dates cannot be donated.

The Forks started to collect the tabs in 2011, in support of Carol and
Dave Holloway’s grandson, Daniel Querriera. Daniel was born with a
serious birth defect called bladder exstrophy (basically this means he
was born with the bladder on the outside of the body and it was open),
and his parents have had to stay at RMH many times as Daniel has
gone through yearly tests and procedures.
As Carol wrote in a letter to the Forks last August: “These tabs come
from pet food cans, canned goods, drink cans, etc., and we happily take
them to Ronald McDonald House each summer for them to recycle.
Staff at RMH separate the steel from the aluminum tabs with magnets
and take them all for recycling. The proceeds from this recycling enable
RMH to provide vehicles and staff which are used to transport out-oftown families who are there for appointments with their children to the various city
hospitals. You can only imagine how many tabs it takes to fund this free service!!
There is a designated container/bin in the Gathering Room in which to place the tabs.

HONORING OUR GRADUATES

On Sunday, June 13th, the Fellowship Team is hosting a
Coffee Hour immediately following the worship service to
honor our graduates.
Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall to congratulate
and share in the accomplishment of these young people:

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

COLLEGE GRADUATES

Lydia Wills

Isaac Wills

Aleithia High School

Reformation Bible College

Graduation Date: May 22, 2021

Graduation Date: May 7, 2021

Future Plans: Plans to attend Biola
University to study cinema and Media Arts with
a concentration in Entertainment Producing.

Isaac earned a Certificate for his Foundation
Year to Reformation Bible College.

John Darnall

Collegium Charter School
Graduation Date: June 9, 2021
Future Plans: Attending the University of
Pittsburg for a Chemical Engineering Degree

Future Plans: Attend a 4-year program at
Reformation Bible College.

Marissa Kuhn

Lancaster Bible College
Graduation Date: May 7, 2021
Degree: double major in Business
Administration and Biblical Studies

Future Plans: Seeking full-time position in
marketing or account management.

Worship Service & Lunch in the Park
When: Sunday, June 27, 2021

Where: West Brandywine Park

198 Lafayette Rd., Coatesville (less than 5 minutes from the church)
Time: 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Worship Followed by Lunch & Fellowship
Hey Fork’s Family & Friends! Here is an opportunity to invite your friends,
relatives and neighbors, who might not have a church family, to worship with us and
then enjoy an afternoon of food, fun and fellowship.

We will worship at the West Brandywine Park our normal time.
Dress code will be casual.
Our Worship Service will be held in the Amphitheatre adjacent to the picnic pavilion.
Feel free to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on during service.
The Fellowship Committee will provide a chicken salad, ham & cheese, or peanut butter & jelly sandwich
with all the trimmings that go with them, along with drinks and all needed supplies.
Kindly fill out a bulletin insert (which is also attached to the Worship Service email that is sent out
weekly) to make your sandwich choice(s) and provide the headcount for your family.
Your Sign Up Forms are due back no later than Sunday, June 20th. They can be placed in an
offering box or the ‘Fellowship/Kathy Rigg’ church box. You may also RSVP by emailing the church office.

On behalf of the board of Chester County Pro-Life Coalition, I would like to extend an invitation
for you and your church to join our Protestant prayer service at Christ Church in West Chester
(9am on Saturday, June 5th), which will be followed by the
Chester County "Re-Igniting Our Commitment to Life" March & Rally.
On this 25th anniversary of abortions being performed in the West Chester borough we mourn the
intentional killing of over 23,187 innocent image bearers of God. Our desire is to unite the body of
Christ to be a life-affirming support to women and families in need, while advocating for the
protection of our preborn neighbors scheduled for death each week.

In Christ,
Rachel Hayes
CCPLC Board Member

Missionary Visit, Sunday, July 18th - Jean Legters
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An Encouraging Word
The Bible repeatedly “encourages” Christians to
“encourage one another.” How can you tell when
someone needs encouragement? The answer is easy,
said Chick-fil-A founder Truett Cathy: if they’re
breathing! He quipped, “I get a lot of encouragement,
but I never got an overdose.”
Offering encouragement is an easy way to have a big
impact. In fact, two esteemed Christian writers call
encouragers angelic and godly. George MacDonald
said, “If, instead of a gem or even a flower, we could
cast the gift of a lovely thought into the heart of a
friend, that would be giving as the angels give.” And
G.K. Chesterton said, “If I can put one touch of rosy
sunset into the life of any man or woman, I shall feel
that I have worked with God.”
Who in your life might need an encouraging word
today?

Swaddled in God’s Law of Love
Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-weekold baby to help her feel secure. She loved being
wrapped tightly in a soft blanket and would lie
quietly — until she managed to work a tiny arm
loose. Then she’d scream until someone rewrapped
her.
Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection
with God’s law, given so people can live in peace.
“I know that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but
I’m always wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very
quickly my life falls into a state of disarray.”
We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to love
our neighbors as ourselves, yet we often ignore their
needs. Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle
around it: “That’s too naïve for this day and age.”
But then relationships crumble, life feels crazy and
we recognize that, in large part, we’ve done it to
ourselves. Over and over, we wiggle out of the soft
swaddle of God’s law of love, only to flail.
Thankfully, like a loving parent, God wraps us
up anew, holds us close and saves us from ourselves
— again.

Father of lights, thank you for every good gift
you bestow on your children — especially for
being the supreme example of fatherly love.
(based on James 1:17).

God whom Jesus knew as Father: Thank you
for earthly fathers—biological or not—who
nurture children in love and teach them to
love others.

A Prayer for Families
Heavenly Father,
we come as your children to
praise you for putting us into
families. Thank you for the
love and nourishment we’ve
received — and been blessed
to give. We confess our need
for your daily forgiveness
and guidance in our families.
Please grant harmony in our homes and help us
always show respect and love for one another. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

“There is just one way to bring up a child in
the way he should go, and that is to travel
that way yourself.”
—Abraham Lincoln

NEWSLETTER
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Walk-In Covid-19 Vaccine Clinic
Tuesday, June 22nd
Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
The Chester County Health Department will
be at The Forks on June 22nd, offering the Janssen (single dose)
Covid-19 vaccine to anyone interested.
No Cost to You: Bring ID and Insurance Card (if you have it available).
No appointment necessary.
You will need to complete a consent form (available on site).
The clinic will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
Any questions, contact the Church Office.

