The Living News
Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church (EPC)

From the Pastor’s Pen
One of the goals of the discipleship groups we launched this year is to get each
of us in the daily habit of reading the Bible and paying close attention to what it
says. As we read the Scriptures daily and attentively, God is slowly but surely
transforming us into the image of Christ. For this reason, I believe reading and
studying the Bible is vital to the life of the individual Christian and the life of
our church. There are so many blessings and benefits to reading and studying
the Bible. God is at work in us every time we listen to him speak his life-changing
word in the Bible. Here is a small sample of what God promises us when we read
the Bible consistently and reflect deeply on what it says. Let this encourage you,
Christian, to dig into the Bible like never before.
Reading the Bible sustains our faith
Paul said, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ”
(Rom. 10:17).
Reading the Bible gives us spiritual life
Jesus himself said (quoting Deut. 8:3), “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Moses said, “Take to
heart all the words by which I am warning you today, that you may command
them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law.
For it is no empty word for you, but your very life” (Deut. 32:46-47). And the
apostle John said concerning his Gospel, “These are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name” (John 20:31).
Reading the Bible brings joy and blessing
The psalmist said concerning the words of God, “More to be desired are they
than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the
honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there
is great reward” (Ps. 19:10-11). “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel
of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and
night” (Ps. 1:1-2).
Reading the Bible helps us to stop sinning
The psalmist said, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it
according to your word” (Ps. 119:9). “I have stored up your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you” (Ps. 119:11). “Direct my footsteps according
to your word; let no sin rule over me” (Ps. 119:133).
Reading the Bible helps us grow in holiness
Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32). Jesus prayed to
God the Father for us and said, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth”
(John 17:17).
And Reading the Bible strengthens us with hope
Paul said, “For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).
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ANNOUNCMENTS
Monday Night “Wing Night” at September Farms
June 13th, July 11th & August 8th
Pastor Wesley will be at September Farms enjoying their Monday Night
Wing Night on these dates (the 2nd Monday of the month and anyone
interested is welcome to join him for a time of refreshment and
fellowship.

Gather & Gab

Ladies Summer “Gather & Gab” Lunches
Calling ALL Ladies! Summer Fellowship Lunches are back! For the
months of June, July and August, all ladies are invited to get together for lunch,
or simply to ‘gather and gab’ on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.
Beginning June 2nd, we will meet at the Fireside Café at 1:00 PM
158 Toddy Dr., East Earl).
Kindly notify the church office (Glady) when you are able to attend
so we know how many to expect and grab enough table space, or just show up!

Remember to Pray for Your Secret Sister!
and, Remember to Check the SS Table Each Sunday!
What a blessing it is to know that someone is
praying for you! Are you remembering to pray
regularly for your Secret Sister? Are you
encouraging her by sending her a card and/or
giving her a small token gift each month?
“Whoever does God's will is my . . . sister. . .."
Mark 3:35
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COMMUNITY EVENT

FORKS CHURCH BLOOD DRIVE
MONDAY, June 13, 2022
2:00 pm – 7:00 pm
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
Sponsor Code: FORKS
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767),
or Register on Church Website: www.forkschurch.org

Registration Is Required due to COVID-19 Precautions
Contact Information:
Glady Toth, Blood Drive Coordinator
Church Office: 610-942-2626
8am-2pm, Mon-Fri
Forks of the Brandywine Evangelical Presbyterian Church
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Donation Opportunities
“Thank You” Snacks for Our Local Police Officers
Thank you to everyone who has been contributing snacks, frozen meal items,
and drinks to the West Brandywine Police Department. The officers are
very appreciative of the donations and enjoy the snacks immensely. They do
not last long!
Kindly continue to contribute individually wrapped snacks and quick meal
items for them to enjoy on their shifts. They can be left in the designated bin
on the donations table in the Gathering Room.

The Salvation Army Food Drive

As another food ministry, the Forks sponsors an ongoing Food Drive to
help support the Salvation Army. The food barrel is stationed in the
Gathering Room for the collection of food throughout the year and the food is
delivered each quarter. Please bring in canned and non-perishable items as
you are able.

The Honey Brook Food Bank & The Lord’s Pantry

The Forks also sponsors a food collection to help support
The Honey Brook Food Bank and The Lord’s Pantry.
There are designated bins located in the Gathering Room for
the collection of dry goods throughout the year.
Kindly bring in canned and non-perishable items as you are able.
Please check expiration dates! Items with expired dates cannot be donated.

Seeking Fire Wood for Trail Life
If anyone has seasoned firewood they would like to donate, Troop 1:9 would love
to have some to take on camping trips for campfires. There will soon be a stand
for wood on the porch of the Trail Lodge, so you can just drop it off anytime.

Supporting The Lord’s Pantry

Save Aluminum Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House Charities

The Forks started to collect the tabs in 2011, in support of Carol and
Dave Holloway’s grandson, Daniel Querriera. Daniel was born with a
serious birth defect called bladder exstrophy (basically this means he
was born with the bladder on the outside of the body and it was open),
and his parents have had to stay at RMH many times as Daniel has gone
through yearly tests and procedures.
As Carol wrote in a letter to the Forks last August: “These tabs come from

pet food cans, canned goods, drink cans, etc., and we happily take them to
Ronald McDonald House each summer for them to recycle. Staff at RMH
separate the steel from the aluminum tabs with magnets and take them all for
recycling. The proceeds from this recycling enable RMH to provide vehicles and
staff which are used to transport out-of-town families who are there for
appointments with their children to the various city hospitals. You can only imagine how many tabs
it takes to fund this free service!!

There is a designated container/bin in the Gathering Room in which to place the tabs.
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Fellowship Ministry
“Trade Your Treasures” Fellowship Day
& Church Yard Sale
Saturday, June 4, 2022
(Rain Date, Saturday June 11th)
8:00 AM — 12 Noon

We did not receive the expected response for participation in this opportunity to gather and
fellowship as a church family.
Thank you to the ‘team’ who did all the planning, and to those who did have an interest in
participating.

Forks Worship & Lunch in the Park
When: SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2022

Where: West Brandywine Park

198 Lafayette Rd., Coatesville (less than 5 minutes from the church)

Time: 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Worship
followed by Lunch & Fellowship
Dress code will be casual.

Our Worship Service will be held in the Amphitheatre adjacent to the picnic pavilion.
Feel free to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on during service. Invite your
neighbors, family, and friends and come out to enjoy a day of worship, fellowship,
and have lunch together!
The Fellowship Committee will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the trimmings.
If able, each family is asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Sign Up forms will be in the Sunday bulletins and should be placed in an Offering Box
by Sunday, June 19th.
SAVE THE DATES!… July 30th & August 28th for more Park Events!
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Children to Sr. Teens
2

ADULT BIRTHDAYS
8 - Ken Toth

3 - Eva Gebert (7)
14 - Madison Westervelt (1)

10 - Dotti McKinley
- Cliff Wardle
13 - Regina Pluck
14 - Dottie Ford
17 - Pastor Dan Stewart
20 - Michelle Westervelt

Milly Rogers
23 - Gail Craig
27 - Laurie Stott

1 - Julie and Tom Darnall
- Sara and Wesley Grubb
2 - Peggy and Larry Gould
7 - Dottie and Bob Ford
8 - Staci and Dennis Miller
10 - Eileen and Dave Bowers
15 - Laurie and Jonathan Stott

20 - Mary and Dale Cairns
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Sun

5 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship/ w
Communion
6:00 PM Sunday
Night Prayer Hour

12 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
No Sunday Night
Prayer Hour—
Discipleship Group

19 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Sunday
Night Prayer Hour

26 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM
Worship & Lunch
in the Park

Mon

6 7:00 PM Trail Life
& American Heritage
Girls

13 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
2:00-7:00 PM BLOOD
DRIVE

7:00 PM Trustees

20 7:00 PM Trail
Life & American Heritage Girls

27 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
3:30 PM Deacons

7:00 PM Session

Tue

7

14

21

28

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

JUNE 2022
1 7:00 PM Bible Study

3 6:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The
Lincoln Diner

4:30 PM Karate

24 6:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The
Lincoln Diner

4:30 PM Karate

17 6:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The
Lincoln Diner

4:30 PM Karate

10 6:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The
Lincoln Diner

4:30 PM Karate

2 1:00 PM Ladies Lunch
at Fireside Café
6:45 PM Choir Rehearsal

9
6:45 PM Choir Rehearsal

16 1:00 PM Ladies
Lunch at Fireside Café
6:45 PM Choir Rehearsal

23
6:45 PM Choir Rehearsal

30

9:30 AM Karate

25 9:00 AM Good
Works Day (at home
site)

18 9:30 AM Karate

11 9:30 AM Karate

4 CANCELLED:
“Trade Your
Treasures”
Fellowship Day &
Church Yard Sale

8 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

15 7:00 PM Bible
Study

22 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

29 7:00 PM Bible
Study

6:45 PM Choir Rehearsal

THOUGHTS & SMILES
An Encouraging Word
The Bible repeatedly “encourages” Christians to
“encourage one another.” How can you tell when
someone needs encouragement? The answer is easy,
said Chick-fil-A founder Truett Cathy: if they’re
breathing! He quipped, “I get a lot of encouragement,
but I never got an overdose.”

Parents are Stewards
Striving to raise happy, well-rounded children isn’t
wrong “unless those successes become the goal,” writes
Jeffrey Reed in ParentLife magazine. For Christians, he
says, the driving force of parenting should be helping
kids follow God’s path.
“What if we parented as if we were temporary stewards
of the greatest containers of godly potential?” Reed asks.
“What if our goal for our children was to continually seek
God's guidance on what it is that he wants for them and
to help them pursue that goal on a daily basis?” He
concludes: “In a hundred years, nothing we do will
matter apart from the impact we've made in God’s
kingdom on earth. Perhaps your children will be that
legacy.”

A Standup Guy
During the pandemic, a Maryland man used “dad
jokes” to lift neighbors’ spirits. Tom Schruben jotted
down a joke-of-the-day on a curbside whiteboard.
Hearing people chuckle and chat eased the isolation.

Schruben and his wife, Ann, became intentional about
seeking joy after two of their children died. They
vowed to “find happiness again” and share it. For
Father’s Day last year, Schruben held a Bad Dad Joke
contest, donating entry fees to a local charity.
Here are a few of his favorites:

•

If two vegans get into an argument, is it still considered
a beef?

•

I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon.
I’ll let you know.

•

What do you call a bear with no teeth? A gummy bear.
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Offering encouragement is an easy way to have a big
impact. In fact, two esteemed Christian writers call
encouragers angelic and godly. George MacDonald
said, “If, instead of a gem or even a flower, we could
cast the gift of a lovely thought into the heart of a
friend, that would be giving as the angels give.” And
G.K. Chesterton said, “If I can put one touch of rosy
sunset into the life of any man or woman, I shall feel
that I have worked with God.”
Who in your life might need an encouraging word
today?

God whom Jesus knew as Father: Thank you
for earthly fathers—biological or not—who
nurture children in love and teach them to
love others.

A Prayer for Families
Heavenly Father,
we come as your children to
praise you for putting us into
families. Thank you for the
love and nourishment we’ve
received — and been blessed
to give. We confess our need
for your daily forgiveness
and guidance in our families.
Please grant harmony in our homes and help us
always show respect and love for one another. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

“There is just one way to bring up a child in
the way he should go, and that is to travel
that way yourself.”
—Abraham Lincoln

KIDS PAGE
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Forks “Good Neighbor” Home through Good Works
As we, our congregation, continue to fulfill “Our Purpose,” for several years now, the mission
committee is given us the opportunity to demonstrate our love for our neighbor. The second
greatest commandment is ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’ and now we have the opportunity to put
that love into action.

Not everyone is familiar with the great work that Good Works does, but there is a core team of
volunteers at the Forks who do, and would like you to prayerfully consider joining in on a Good
Works Saturday (the 4th Saturday of each month) to feel for yourself the true blessing of
helping someone less fortunate to have a home that is “safer, drier, warmer”.
On these work days, some volunteers meet at the “adopted” home at 9:00a.m and end around
4:00 pm. You can give a half day, or even a few hours. This does not require any special skills or
tools, just the desire to love your neighbor as yourself.
Lunch is provided, and we are looking for people who would be willing to help provide/prepare food
items for lunch, and/or deliver lunch.
The only thing we really need is you! So please mark your calendar and plan to join a team
on any 4th Saturday of the month. If you have any questions, or would like further information,
contact Bob Fernholz: captfirmhold@gmail.com, or Glenn McClintock at: ragmac@msn.com.
Summer Good Works Saturdays: June 25, July 23, August 27, September 24

