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For the month of May I will be leading a four-part sermon series on “the spiritual
disciplines.” Discipline is necessary in order for the Christian to continue growing in the
grace of Christ. The Apostle Paul writes, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run,
but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control
in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run
aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control,
lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).
Often, when the subject of discipline in the Christian life is discussed, there are those
who fear of legalism. But discipline and legalism are very different things. Legalism is
seeking to live out a particular moral life in order to obtain righteousness or reconciliation
with God. Reconciliation with God, justification, and righteousness, cannot be obtained
through obedience to God’s law (Gal.3), but only through the righteousness of Christ and
his finished work. Discipline is different. It is the necessary fruit and way of life as one
transformed by the gospel. Below is an article by Steve Lawson on Self-Discipline, which
helps to unfold its necessity in the life of the Christian.

What is Self-Discipline?
by Steve Lawson
Growth in personal holiness is largely determined by our progress in self-discipline.
Without this foundational discipline, there can be no advancement in grace. Before other
disciplines can be administered, whether in the home, business, or church, there first must
be self-discipline.
Admittedly, personal discipline is not a popular subject today. In our society, any
insistence upon self-discipline is largely resisted, even among many Christians. Legalism,
they cry, defending their rights of Christian liberty. These free-spirited believers maintain
that discipline restricts their freedom in Christ, binding them in a spiritual straightjacket.
But many of these believers have so abused their freedom in Christ that they have virtually
no spiritual discipline. They have swung the pendulum so drastically toward Christian
liberty that their spiritual lives are out of balance. Such neglect of self-discipline prolongs
their spiritual immaturity, leaving them with little self-control to resist temptation and sin.
Let us be clear, if there is no discipline, there is no discipleship. If we do not discipline
ourselves, God Himself will discipline us (Heb. 12:5–11). One way or another, there will
be discipline in our lives. Given our tendency toward sin, we must discipline ourselves for
the purpose of godliness, lest we be disciplined by God.
What Is Self-Discipline?
The Greek word translated “discipline” (enkrateia) comes from the root krat, which denotes
power or lordship. Self-discipline means to exercise power over one’s self. It is the ability to
keep one’s self under control. The word indicates self-mastery over one’s inner desires,
thoughts, actions, and words. It is the control a believer must exercise over his life
(Gal. 5:23).
(continued on next page….)
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This same word is used in 1 Corinthians 7:9 to indicate the “self-control” one must show over unlawful sexual
desires. Likewise, elders must be “self-controlled” (Titus 1:8), disciplined in their inward attitudes and outward
actions. Mastery of self is non-negotiable for spiritual leadership.
The opposite of self-discipline is a self-indulgent lifestyle that produces “the works of the flesh” (Gal. 5:19-21).
Any lack of self-control will inevitably result in sinful deeds. But where self-mastery exists, there is a strong resistance
to sensual appetites and sinful choices. Self-rule brings every thought, word, and deed captive to the obedience of
Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). Any advance in personal holiness demands self-control.
What Self-Discipline Is Not
To best understand what self-discipline is, we need to see what it is not. Two erroneous views of the Christian
life—Pelagianism and semi-Pelagianism—distort the truth of self-discipline.
In the fourth century, a British ascetic named Pelagius (AD 354–420) taught the fatal error that man has the
inherent ability to both save and sanctify himself. By a person’s sheer force of will, he claimed, he is able to
accomplish the divine will. By this, Pelagius denied original sin and the total depravity of mankind. The mere
knowledge of the divine law, he insisted, is all that is needed. By his own free will, man may discipline himself by
self-determination.
Pelagius was denounced as a heretic by the Council of Carthage for this fatal teaching (AD 418). Tragically,
however, Pelagianism remains with us. Many today falsely assume that they can simply will themselves to be whatever
they want to be. This mindless mantra is found in today’s self-help movement and prosperity gospel, chanting, “What
the mind can conceive, the will can accomplish.” The ability of self-discipline, they claim, is within us.

“Apart from
Me, you can
do nothing”
John 15:5

A second erroneous view is semi-Pelagianism. This syncretistic approach assumes that
man has some ability to save and sanctify himself. A person must supply his willpower in
partnership with God. In this joint venture, God and man are co-contributors to self-discipline.
God gives a measure of grace, but man supplies the rest.
Semi-Pelagianism is only half-Christian. This compromising position was likewise declared
heretical by the Western Church in the Second Council of Orange (AD 529).
Yet tragically, this tainted legacy remains to this day in the man-centered theology of
Arminianism and in the pragmatic methods of Finneyism.

Instead, the truth was taught by another fourth century teacher named Augustine (AD 354–430). This gifted
leader asserted that God is the sole author of man’s salvation and sanctification. By His sovereign grace, God
monergistically regenerates spiritually dead sinners.
Every Christian is responsible to pursue holiness, yet God must work within us to produce personal godliness
(Phil. 2:13– 14). Augustinian teaching rightly understands that only God can produce authentic self-discipline in
the believer.
Who Produces Self-Discipline?
This virtue of “self-control” is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22–23). As a vine produces fruit, self-discipline is
created exclusively by the Spirit. Self-control is never self-generated; rather, it is a work of grace within us. Though
we are active in practicing it, we simply bear this fruit of self-discipline. We never produce it.
Jesus maintained, “Apart from Me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5). In our own willpower, we cannot do
anything that pleases God. Only by God’s enabling grace can we exercise self-control in our ongoing war against sin.
The Apostle Paul affirms, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). That is, Christ must
be mightily working within us.
(continued on next page…)
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In Galatians 5:22–23, we read that there are nine aspects of the fruit of the Spirit. Self-discipline appears last on
the list. By occupying this final position, self-discipline assumes a place of strategic importance. In reality, selfdiscipline
is the summation of the previous eight qualities that the Spirit produces. The work of the Spirit reaches its
consummation in self-control. This virtue enables us to realize every other aspect of spiritual fruit.
What Does Self-Discipline Look Like?
The Apostle Paul compared the self-discipline required in Christian living with an athlete
training for and competing in the ancient athletic games: “Everyone who competes in the games
exercises self-control in small things” (1 Cor. 9:25). If a runner would win the prize, he must bring
his entire life under the strict discipline of rigorous training. The strenuous workout of the athlete
demands that he seriously restrict his personal liberties. If he is to be victorious, he must refuse
many individual freedoms. Liberties are largely for spectators, not a champion athlete. He must
pursue a proper diet, sufficient rest, and arduous drills. Every area of his life must be brought
under control.

“Train
yourself for
godliness”
1 Tim. 4:7

So it is in the Christian life. Paul urges, “Train yourself for godliness” (1 Tim. 4:7). To pursue holiness, a believer
must hear biblical preaching and teaching, and participate in corporate worship, the Lord’s Supper, Bible reading,
meditation, prayer, and fellowship. Further, he must deny many legitimate pleasures if he is to win the prize.
This kind of self-discipline is a rebuke to half-hearted Christians who do little to train for spiritual victory. They
are out-of-shape believers with flabby faith. They are spiritual couch potatoes with bulging spiritual waistlines. Their
lifestyle is self-indulgent due to their lack of self-control.
Paul adds, “I box in such a way, as not beating the air” (1 Cor. 9:26). A champion boxer must have a clearlyfocused aim in the ring. But an undisciplined fighter throws wild punches, never landing a blow on his opponent. An
undisciplined believer suffers great defeats in his bout against sin. To the contrary, a believer must live with selfcontrol in fighting against sin.
A champion athlete must beat his body into submission. If not, he will be disqualified from the race. Paul warns:
“But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified” (v.
27). The Apostle urges us to discipline our bodies and resist sinful desires. If we do not, we will forfeit the prize.
What Is the Price?
Believers have liberty in Christ to pursue what is not forbidden in Scripture. But we cannot afford for anything
to gain mastery over us. Victory always comes at a price. The Christian life is no different.
This necessitates that we exercise self-discipline in areas like food, drink, sleep, time, and money. We must
exercise self-control in the entertainment and recreation in which we engage. We must restrict our liberties in
whatever would hinder us from winning the prize.
If we are to exercise self-control, we must relinquish the control of our lives to Jesus Christ. Here is a paradox of
the Christian life: We must give up the control of self if we would gain self-control. May God enable us to exercise
self-discipline, an absolute necessity for victory over sin.
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Pastor Will & Family — Mission to Uganda

Can You Provide Items For the Less Fortunate in Uganda?
The Lord has been so gracious to us and to date YOU have given about 70% of
our goal for our mission trip expenses to Uganda!
Thank you to all those who have given.
Our hearts are filled with gratitude and we are overwhelmed at your generosity.
We wanted to make you are aware of another way you can give. Pastor Kezlon
has requested some specific items for his family, local rural families and his
congregation. Please bear in mind travel size/weight limits and the limited
availability of transporting items into the rural areas. You may consider giving financially specifically to
purchase items in Kampala upon our arrival. All items should be new or in like new condition.
ITEMS TO DONATE:
● Laptop computer for Kezlon
● Printer/photocopier for church (funds to purchase in Kampala)
● Women's long skirts, dresses, nightwear (gently used or new)
● Clothing

● Shoes

● Toiletries

● Towels

● Toys

● Musical instruments

● Perfumes

• Small Flashlights/Batteries

** There is a Uganda Mission Donation Box in the Gathering Room for donated items. **
Kindly place all financial donations in an envelope designated for “Uganda Items”. Make checks payable
to “Forks of the Brandywine EPC” and write “Purchase Items” on the memo line. If you would like
to donate specifically towards the “Printer/Copier”, “Laptop” or other specific item(s) to be purchased in
Uganda, you can designate that on the memo line.
Thank you.

Forks Raised Flower Bed Ministry
Spring is here! Halleluiah!

(Photo is not the Forks garden beds)
Our beds are just being planted.

The Forks Church has partnered with the Chester
County Food Bank to operate 3 raised bed gardens to
provide fresh produce for the needy in our community.
We are looking to build a core group of volunteers to
help maintain the gardens over the summer.
This is a great opportunity for kids to develop an
understanding and love for where our food comes from. We
need help with watering, weeding and harvesting. If you have
a love for gardening and would like to a member of the core
team, please contact Rebecca McClintock, 610-405-9680.

The Living News
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The Great Celebration & Community Egg Hunt Photos

950 Hard-Boiled Eggs were Dyed/Decorated—
This photo was just getting set up!
Friday night volunteers helped to filled over 4,000 plastic eggs with candy!

Everyone’s Getting Ready!
Refreshments

Registration, Face Painting, Shape Balloons...

Approximately 200 people (135 kids) came on Saturday, April 15th, to enjoy a morning of Face Painting, Shape
Balloons, Refreshments and the Egg Hunt! Glady Toth shared/demonstrated a message on the crucifixion of Jesus—how
He willingly carried his cross, how nails could not keep Him on the cross, a huge stone could not keep him in the grave,
and that “we serve a Living, Risen Savior!”
A great, BIG thank you to all the volunteers who helped in the planning, preparations, filling and dying of eggs, set
up, execution (a special thank you to our face painters and balloon makers) and clean up for this event! Your efforts
made this event another huge success!
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Youth News

“Thank You” For Supporting the Youth Potato & Chili Bar!
A Special Thank from the Forks Youth & Leaders:
We wish to thank everyone who helped to support our Potato & Chili Bar Fundraiser—either financially, by
making chili or donating toppings, setting up and cleaning up, and by attending the event. Through your generous
support we raised $1,500! These funds will help support our mission trip to North Carolina, June 25– July 1., 2017.
Thank you so very much!

220 Potatoes—Scrubbed, Oiled, Salted and
Ready to Bake!! Great Job, Youth!!

Potato Chef, Ms. Glady

Spuds: Isaac Wills as “Spudster”
Ruthie Reeser as “Lil Spud”
John Darnall as “Super Spud”

Youth Mission Trip to North Carolina - June 25-July 1, 2017
This year the youth will be going to Wilmington, North Carolina with
Vigilant Hope, June 25-July 1, and working with Port City Project. An urban
mission experience where they will be doing home repairs for the elderly,
widows, single parents and those who exhibit poor health due to disabilities
or illness.
If you are unable to attend, or simply wish to help sponsor the youth
mission trip to NC, you can make checks out to the church with “Youth
Mission Trip” on the memo line and place them in a envelope designated to
“Youth”.

Youth Schedule on Sunday Nights, May 2017
MONTH DATE/TIME

EVENT

May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Regular Meeting
Mother’s Day
Regular Meeting
Memorial Day Weekend

6:00-7:30 PM
NO Meeting
6:00-7:30 PM
NO Meeting
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Trail Life Troop 1:9
Troop 1:9 spent the weekend at
French Creek State Park camping
during a rainy weekend, but had a
fun time anyway!
They worked on their camping
skills and participated in many
team-building exercises.

Awards will be given out at Court of Honor
that are scheduled for the Navigators and
Adventurers on May 1, and for the
Woodlands on May 15.
The boys will be hiking Hawk Mountain
on May 13, and participating in the Honey
Brook Memorial Day parade on May 29.
Come out and see us-we are usually the
largest group in the parade!

OneRunTogether’s Trail Blazin’ 5K Mud Run and 1 Mile Fun
Walk will be held at 8:30am on Saturday, June 3rd at Camp
Sankanac, 68 Bertolet School Road in Spring City. Challenging
obstacles include pond/creek/swamp-crossings, waterslide, sand
dunes, hill climbs, rope net, mud crawls, hay bales, and logging
trails. The mission of OneRunTogether is to host challenging
and exciting races that financially and spiritually benefit local
cancer patients in need. In order to lighten their emotional and
financial burdens, the group donates 100% of its profits to the
cause.
For registration information, please refer to the website at
www.oneruntogether.org/races or call 610-733-2181.
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Town Hall Meeting - Sunday, May 7
The session requests your participation in a town hall
meeting, following worship on May 7th, for the purpose of
discussing renovations to the Gathering Room area. If you
have any questions, contact Pastor Will or the church office.

Pastor to Address the Congregation Coffee Hour, Sun. May 21
Pastor Will will be addressing the congregation
prior to his sabbatical. Come and enjoy some
lunch, hymn singing and praying for the Snyder
family before they depart for Uganda on June 5th.

VBS One Day Camp
“ CAMP OUT—Getting S’More of Jesus ”
Saturday, July 15, 2017
9:30a.m. - 3:00p.m.
Our one-day VBS program will be held at the Fork’s Ballfield
(weather permitting). Children ages 4 through finishing 5th grade
are eligible to attend.
There will be all the fun stuff that everyone enjoyed at VBS- great songs,
hilarious skits, interesting Bible stories and active games. Kids will have a
morning and an afternoon session, with a delicious lunch from the grill
in between!

Volunteers are needed to make this happen!
There is a Sign Up Poster in the Gathering Room, and there are still
positions that need filled!
For more information, email Gail Craig at: craigsix@verizon.net, or contact Diane Shumaker
at: shumakers@comcast.net

Church News

Page 9

LADIES LUNCHEON EVENT
Saturday, May 6, 2017
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Ladies, please invite your friends, neighbors and family members to
join us on Saturday May 6th from 11:30 A.M. until 2:00 PM for our
Ladies Luncheon Event.
We will have lunch together and enjoy the story telling talents of
Cynthia Pollard, who entertained us at the Ladies Evening Out in November 2011. You can read Cynthia’s
Bio on the back of the bulletin insert.
The cost for the event will be $10.00; Sign up by Sunday, April 30 (inserts are in the Sunday bulletins). You can
email Kathy Rigg at: mkrigg@comcast.net, or call: 610-273-3440, and then place your payment (in a marked
envelope) in the offering bag or in the Kathy Rigg/Fellowship mailbox.

Baby Bottle Campaign at The Forks - April 23-May 21
A Representative from Chester County Women’s Services was here with the baby bottles
on Sunday, April 23rd. Make sure you pick up a baby bottle and help change a life! Last year
the Forks contributed approx. $2,600 through the baby bottle campaign!
Make a Change for Life!
Did you know that at CCWS Medical women and their families receive:
Free pregnancy tests and ultrasounds?
Free prenatal vitamins?
Parenting skills and material support?
Adoption counseling?
Opportunities to accept Christ?
Did you also know that through our ultrasound services 92-95% of our
tion minded/vulnerable
clients choose life.

abor-

Did you know you can help impact women and their families in our community by participating in our baby
bottle fundraiser? Women and families facing crisis pregnancies can receive help at CCWS Medical at no charge
through generous donations. Join with us in making a change for life as we share God’s love with others.

Forks Graduates Info Requested by Sunday, May 28th
Our Graduates Will Be Recognized, Sunday, June 11th
Our 2017 High School and College graduates will be recognized with a gift
during worship and celebrated with a Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall
immediately following our worship service on Sunday, June 11th.
If you have a youth graduating from high school or college this year, please
email the information to the office ASAP, so that it can be listed in the June
newsletter and on a special graduate bulletin insert.
Kindly Email the following info to: office@forkschurch.org
Name, School, Graduation Date, Degree (college), Future Plans

Church News
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Requesting Themed Baskets for Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Dear Friends of the Salvation Army Food Bank,
We are pleased to announce that the Forks will be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on May 20th,
4:30-7:30 pm in the Forks fellowship hall to benefit the local Salvation Army Food Bank.
Our event will include raffles and dessert sales. We are looking for donations of themed baskets for our
raffle. You can make the basket or we can make it for you. We are asking the value of these baskets to be
a minimum of $50.00. If you would like us to make it for you, please make your check out to the
“Forks Church” with “Salvation Army” in the memo.
Some ideas may include but are not limited to:
Movie Basket

Wine & Cheese Basket

Serenity Prayer Basket

Game Basket

Baker’s Delight Basket

Sports Basket

Coffee Lovers Basket

Beach Basket

New Mom’s Basket

Gourmet Tea Basket

Spa Basket

Hair & Nail Care Basket

I would appreciate your prayers for this event. That it would run
smoothly, for united and flexible spirits and that the event would
be pleasing to the Lord.
** Donations are needed by May 7th
For Tickets: Contact Shelly Rigg,
Email Mayflower66@comcast.net
Phone # 610-505-5484
-OR-

Contact the Church Office: 610-942-2626
Email: office@forkschurch.org
Thank you,
Shelly Rigg

The Living News
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Forks Tee Shirts Now Available! Order Yours NOW!
If you missed out on getting a Forks Church T-shirt last year, we
are taking orders now.
Shirts custom designed for The Forks are available for everyone to
order. The shirts are burgundy with gray print. Shirts can be worn at
VBS, Sensory Play Day, Church Picnic, and any/all church sponsored
events...or anytime you choose!
Back of shirt printed with our Mission Statement: “Glorifying
Christ In Joyful Community Through Worship Word and Witness”
along with the verse: “He who has the Son has life” 1 John 5:12
Short sleeve T-shirts(T)… $15
50% polyester/50% cotton
Sizes: YS(6-8), YM(10-12), YL(14-16)
Adults S, M, L, XL, 2XL (Add $2 for 2XL)
Short Sleeve to 4XL (Add $4)

Orders are due by Sunday, May 14th,
and will be distributed at church on June 4h .
Make Checks payable to: “Forks Church” with
“Forks Shirts” on memo line)
Order Forms are on the table in the Gathering Room,
along with a “Sample” shirt, and in the bulletins.
Orders should be given to Gail Craig.
Orders can also be placed in the Trail Life mailbox.

Hearts In Hands “Summer Saturday” at The Forks, June 10th
“Spring Into Summer Saturday”
June 10, 10:00am-2:00pm
A fun-filled day of activities for children K-6th grade. Face painting, Arts & Crafts,
Imagination Station, Lego Creation and much more! Lunch is included (hot dog, chips,
cookie and juice).
June 10 at The Forks of Brandywine EP Church, 1648 Horseshoe Pike, Glenmoore, PA 19343
Cost: 1 child: $20.00; 2 children: $25.00; 3 children: $35.00 (all funds donated to Mission of Hope*)
Reserve Your Spot Now: 610-942-4039, 9:00-3:00pm, and ask for Nancy Horton
*This event is to help Hearts In Hands Community Center raise funds for summer camp for children from
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Deborah Colburn &
Diane Boyles

Tom Darnall

M/M Craig Shumaker

Craig Morris

OPEN

Doug Smith

Anna Marie Manness

Bill Smith

Elder/Flowers

Matt/Janelle Reeser
w/ Ruthie

Justin Rigg

Rebecca/Glenn
McClintock w/Eric

Bill Smith

Children's Message

Erika Snyder
Rose Tursack
Dana Rigg

Kathy Wills
Samuel Wills
Lisa Westervelt

Diane Shumaker
Craig Shumaker
Janice Williams

Glady Toth
Mary Cairns
Katherine Westervelt

Child Care

MAY 2017

Pam McNeal
John Darnall

Dawn Wright
Joan Rigg

Dawn Wright
Joan Rigg

NO JUNIOR
CHURCH

Junior Church

Rodney Rigg
Kathy Rigg
Jane Davidson
Dan Davidson

Samuel Wills
Isaac Wills
Lydia Wills
John Darnall
Colin Craig
Quincy Majors

Ken Toth
Glady Toth
Anna Marie Manness
Eric Connor

Garry Knudson
Lydia Wills
Robbie McNeal
Dotti McKinley

Ushers

Joan Rigg
Bill Rigg
Ken Toth

Kathy Duncan
Louise Snyder
Garry Knudson

Craig Shumaker
Reeta Stern

Tom Darnall
Julie Darnall
Bill Esbiornson

Money Counters

Sun

7 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:00 AM Fellowship
10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion
11:45 AM Town Hall
Meeting
6:00 PM Youth Group

14 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:00 AM Fellowship
10:30 AM Worship
No Youth Group

21 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:00 AM Fellowship
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 AM Coffee Hour
for the Snyders
6:00 PM Youth Group

28 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:00 AM Fellowship
10:30 AM Worship
No Youth Group

Tue

Wed

Thu

5 6:00 AM Men’s

Fri

6 9:30 AM Karate

Sat

MAY 2017
Mon

4 7:00 Choir Rehearsal

4:30 PM Karate

Bible Study @ Wimpy
& Dee’s Honey Brook

25 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 26 6:00 AM Men’s

4:30 PM Karate

Bible Study @ Wimpy
& Dee’s Honey Brook

18 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 19 6:00 AM Men’s

4:30 PM Karate

Bible Study @ Wimpy
& Dee’s Honey Brook

11 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 12 6:00 AM Men’s

4:30 PM Karate

Bible Study @ Wimpy
& Dee’s Honey Brook

3 11:00 AM Men’s Bible
Study @ church

12:30 PM Retired Men’s
Lunch

17 11:00 AM Men’s
Bible Study @ church
7:00 PM Missions Mtg.

24 11:00 AM Men’s
Bible Study @ church

31 11:00 AM Men’s
Bible Study @ church

9:30 AM Karate

27 9:00 AM Good
Works Day

4:30-7:30 PM
Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser for The
Salvation Army

20 9:30 AM Karate

13 9:30 AM Karate

11:30 AM Ladies
Spring Fling &
Outreach Event

2 12:00 PM Ladies Life
Group @ church
7:00 PM Fellowship

9 12:00 PM Ladies Life
Group @ church

16 12:00 PM Ladies
Life Group @ church

23 12:00 PM Ladies
Life Group @ church

30 12:00 PM Ladies
Life Group @ church

10 11:00 AM Men’s
Bible Study @ church

1 10:.30 AM Daytimers
Game Day & Out to Lunch
7:00 PM Trail Life

Daytimers Game Day

8 10:30 AM The
7:00 PM Trustees
7:00 PM Trail Life
Committee Meeting

15 7:00 PM Trail Life

22 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
7:00 PM Session
7:00 PM Deacons

29
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Children to Sr. Teens
2

ADULT BIRTHDAYS

23 - Ruthie Reeser (11)
24 - Anna Reeser (7)

1 – Walt Rigg, Sr.
4 - Linda Boyd
5 - Tina Tran
8 - Mary Terrel
9 - Mary Cairns
Rob Westervelt
13 - Mac McCarty
17 - Carol Holloway
Shelly Rigg
19 - Bob Rigg

1 - Gail and Rick Craig
10 - Janice and Nick Williams
15 - Penney and Rick Willard
18 - Glady and Ken Toth
27 - Kathy and Jim Dix

28 - Paul Wills
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Always With Us
Forty days after Easter, we celebrate Jesus’
ascension into heaven. This occurred 10 days
before Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit
descended on Jesus’ followers, as he had
promised.
Jesus’ ascension reminds Christians that
although his body couldn’t remain present
everywhere, we can universally experience his
spiritual presence. In fact, Jesus’ final words to
his disciples — and to us — contain this key
promise: “I am with you always, to the end of the
age” (Matthew 28:20, ESV).

Willing Recipients
A Sign of Honor
Even he who died for us upon the cross, in the last
hour, in the unutterable agony of death, was mindful of
his mother, as if to teach us that this holy love should
be our last worldly thought — the last point of earth
from which the soul should take its flight to heaven.
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“We are not here to be successful. We are
here to be faithful.”
—Mother Teresa
“[A mother] never quite leaves her children
at home, even when she doesn’t take them
along.”
—Margaret Culkin Banning

7 Things You’ll Never Regret
1. Feeling reverence for your Maker.
2. Showing kindness to an aged person.
3. Destroying a letter — or not sending an e-mail —
written in anger.
4. Offering an apology that saves a friendship.
5. Stopping gossip that could wreck a reputation.
6. Taking time to show loved ones consideration.
7. Accepting the judgment of God on any question.

A young graduate longed for a certain sports
car and knew his dad could afford it. So on the
big day, he was infuriated to receive instead a
leather-bound, embossed Bible. He threw it
down and left for good.
Years later, after his father died, the son
entered his father’s study with sorrow and
regret. Sorting through belongings, he found the
gift and this highlighted verse: “If you then, who
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give good things to those who ask
him!” (Matthew 7:11, ESV). Suddenly something dropped from the back of the Bible: a key
with a tag from the dealer of the car he’d wanted
long ago. On the tag was his graduation date
and the words “Paid in Full.”
How often we miss out on God’s generous
gifts because they come “packaged” differently
than we expect! At graduation — and throughout
life — may we be open to every gift God bestows
on us with a Father’s deep love.

“If you have a mom, there is nowhere
you are likely to go where a prayer has not
already been.”
—Robert Brault
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1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

We’re on the Web:
www.forkschurch.org

Forks Church T-Shirt Order Form
Short sleeve T-shirts… $15
50% polyester/50% cotton
Sizes: YS(6-8), YM(10-12), YL(14-16)
Adults S, M, L, XL, 2XL (Add $2)
3XL (Add $3), 4XL (Add $4)

Orders due by Sunday, May 14th, and given out Sunday, June 4th.
Checks (made out to Forks Church with “Forks Shirts” on memo line)
Family Name:_______________________________________________________________
Email Address:______________________________________________________________
Quantity

Size

Price per Shirt

Total

Grand Total: $_____________________
Order Forms should be given to Gail Craig. They can also be put in the Trail Life mailbox.
*You can see a sample shirt on the table in the Gathering Room.*

