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As I watched the video clips of the great wooden spire of Notre Dame cathedral burn
and fall into the church, I was reminded how even the strongest of structures have their
weaknesses.
The cathedral's construction was begun in 1160 under Bishop Maurice de Sully and was
largely complete by 1260, though it was modified frequently in the following centuries.
In the 1790s, Notre-Dame suffered desecration during the French Revolution; much of
its religious imagery was damaged or destroyed. In the 19th century, the cathedral was the
site of the coronation of Napoleon I, the baptism of Henri, Count of Chambord, and the
funerals of several presidents of the Third French Republic.
This iconic structure has been a visible symbol to the French people of their culture and
history. To the Catholic community around the world, it stands second only to St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome as a reminder of their faith. Adorned with sacred relics and sculptures,
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“Notre Dame also counts among its treasures two other relics connected to Holy Week: a
fragment of the Wood of the Cross, believed by many to be a part of the "true cross" on
which Jesus was crucified; and one of the nails that the Romans used to crucify Jesus.
That nail comes from the Holy Sepulcher, the place where Jesus was buried in Jerusalem,
according to Notre Dame, Christians in Jerusalem gave the relic to the Emperor
Charlemagne in 799, and it subsequently became a powerful object of veneration for
generations of French Catholics.” (CNN) (my emphasis).
The last sentence of the above paragraph is where I want to focus the rest of this article.
As beautiful and meaningful as cathedrals and “relics” may be for some people, they offer
no means of grace or hope of salvation. A piece of the original cross of Christ, if any exist
at all, is no more significant for your immortal soul than an empty tomb. They don’t bring
you anything of Christ, and in fact, sometimes they can take you away from Him by allowing
you to believe because you have “genuflected” or bowed down before some relic you have
experienced the presence of the Almighty.
Symbols of our faith can and do offer us ways of understanding who we are in a world
surrounded by sounds and sights that draw us away from God. But, as Reformed
Presbyterians, we know that these symbols are signs that point us to Christ not to
themselves for their own sake. Relics, bones, and other things do not and cannot bring us
to a true confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. That comes only through the Holy
Spirit and His work of regeneration. As tragic as the destruction of Notre Dame is, the
destruction of a soul lost in worship of things other than Christ is more tragic. My question
to each of you this day is: Where do you find your comfort

Blessings,
Pastor Ron
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Another Word from Pastor Ron

New Combined Adult Sunday School Class Begins June 2 nd
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, * a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15, NIV)
These words of Paul addressed to Timothy are as appropriate for us today as they were in the past. The history of
Sunday school In Britain and America is rich with stories of how children and adults came to learn to read through
Sunday school classes. Today, most of us learn to read at school or at home. Unfortunately, over the past few
decades churches seem to have placed less-and-less emphasis on providing additional education to their people.
Good News! The Session of the Forks is providing an opportunity for all to participate in a combined Adult class
titled: The Essentials of The Faith. This class will be a refresher course for those of you who have been in church
for a long time. For the newcomer or visitor interested in learning more about who we are, it will serve as the basis
for the New Member’s Class”. Pastor DiNunzio, along with other men will lead this endeavor.
Classes will begin Sunday, June 2, 2019 and go through the Summer ending Sunday, August 26, 2019. All of us
know that only going to worship service, as important as that is, is not enough to develop a deeper understanding
of the riches of Christianity and the Reformed tradition. If you haven’t been to Sunday school in a while, I would
encourage each of you to come and enjoy the time of fellowship and learning together.
Blessings,
Pastor Ron

SPOTLIGHT on the SESSION
The Session met in its March Stated Meeting on Monday, April 22. Among the business considered are these:
First, beginning June 2 and running through early August, we will be receiving nominations for election as officers.
Any member may nominate any other member but must first ask for the nominee’s permission to do so. The goal
is to have a list of prospective nominees in place by September 1. That will allow the Session to meet with each
nominee, as required by the Book of Order, and to then conduct the required training for nominees.
Service as an officer is a “calling from God placed on the nominee.” The Session asks that each member search
his or her own heart for such a calling. If it is there, the faithful response is to volunteer to be considered. Any
questions in this regard may be addressed to any elder: The Teaching Elder (Pastor) or any Ruling Elder.
Second, at the request of several members of the congregation, the Session will charter an American Heritage Girls
Troop, Troop 1031. (1 Corinthians 10:31 “…whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”) Janelle Reeser will serve
as the Chartering Organization Representative. American Heritage Girls is the counterpart to the boys’ organization
we already charter, Trail Life Troop 1:9.
Third, the Wednesday night prayer meeting is well underway. All members are encouraged to take part in this
worthy ministry. (“… do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4: 6-7)

Church News
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Forks Graduates Info Requested by Sunday, May 19th
Our Graduates Will Be Recognized, Sunday, June 2nd
Our 2019 High School and College graduates will be recognized with a gift during
worship and celebrated with a Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall immediately following our
worship service on Sunday, June 2nd.
If you have a youth graduating from high school or college this year,
please email the information to the office ASAP, so that it can be listed
in the June newsletter and on a special graduate bulletin insert.
Kindly Email the following info to: office@forkschurch.org Name, School, Graduation Date,
Degree (college), Future Plans

CPR Class Open to Anyone Interested — Limited Space
Would you like to know what to do in the event of a health emergency? Sign up for the
CPR and First Aid Class on Saturday, June 8th, 9 AM to 3 PM.
Patrolman Andrew Vatillana from West Brandywine Police Department will be
here to teach CPR, First Aid, using an AED, and Stop the Bleed. The cost is $25 per
person, and you can reserve your spot by emailing Gail Craig at gcraig529@gmail.com.
Space is limited, so sign up soon. The deadline is Sunday, May 26th.

Join the Forks Choir —Lift Your Voice Unto the Lord!
Choir season is still going strong after Easter!

We hope you have been blessed by the
musical offerings this season, and we look forward to sharing more anthems through mid-June,
and special music with everyone this summer! We are so happy to have Kyle Postlethwait, our
new organist, accompanying for us and playing beautifully during our services.
Please join us for one of our rehearsals before we break for summer! We meet in the
multipurpose room on Thursday nights at 6:45. We open with prayer, devotions and warm
ups, then we are singing by 7:00. Come and listen or join in, we have a variety of voices and
ages, and we minister to each other with encouragement, prayer and usually laughter! We will
meet through early June.

Volunteer to Help on the Sound Board
Sound board lessons starting now!

Have you ever
wondered what’s happening behind the panel in the back of the sanctuary?
It looks much more complicated, but it really isn’t anything to fear. We have
a wonderful sound team but are always happy to have a few more on our team.
If you are curious and would like to find out more, email Julie Darnall at
jadarnall@verizon.net. We are training new sound technicians now -- learn by
watching it happen!
Forks Sound Board
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American Heritage Girls Is Coming!
Forks will soon have an American Heritage Girls troop! We are hoping that
Troop 1031 (for 1 Corinthians 10:31-....whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God) will be chartered soon and start meeting in June on the first and third Mondays of each
month along with our Trail Life troop. American Heritage Girls is the premier national
character development organization for young women that embraces Christian values and
encourages family involvement. They are open to all girls ages 5 to 18, and focus on building
women of integrity through service to God, family, community and country.
If you want to know more, contact Janelle Reeser at jrr2948@gmail.com

Trail Life News & Photos
Trail Life has had a month of service to the community. First the troop went to the Camp at Old Mill to work on landscaping, picking up many, many branches, and a general camp cleanup.
On another Saturday, they helped at the Coatesville Community Garden with fencing, mulching, and cleaning up the
beds to ready them for planting. Both organizations really appreciated all the help and hard work!
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Youth News
“Thank You” For Supporting the Youth Potato & Chili Bar!
A Special Thank from the Forks Youth & Leaders:
We wish to thank everyone who helped to support our Potato & Chili Bar Fundraiser—either financially, by making
chili or donating toppings, setting up and cleaning up, and by attending the event. Through your generous support we
raised $1,175! These funds will help support our mission trip to North Carolina, July 6-July 13, 2019.

Thank you so very much!

154 Potatoes—Scrubbed, Oiled, Salted and
ready to Bake! Great Job, Youth!!
Thank you, Anna, Ruthie and Gabby Reeser
for being “The Spuds” this year!

A Very Special Thank You to Our Community Grocery Stores who donated $25-$50 dollar gift cards towards our purchasing of
potato toppings! — Eby’s Market Honey Brook - 2 cases of baking potatoes; Acme Thorndale; Giant Thorndale;
Giant Boot Road; West Chester; Giant Swedesford Road, Exton; Giant Eagleview Blvd, Exton and Wegman’s Downingtown.

Youth Mission Trip to North Carolina - July 6-July 13, 2018
Again this year, the youth will be going to Wilmington, North Carolina with
Vigilant Hope, July 6-July 13, and working with Port City Project. An urban mission
experience where they will be doing home repairs for the elderly, widows, single
parents and those who exhibit poor health due to disabilities or illness.
If you wish to help sponsor the youth mission trip to NC, you can make checks
out to the church with “Youth Mission Trip” on the memo line and place them in a
envelope designated to “Youth”.

Youth Schedule on Sunday Nights, May 2019
MONTH DATE/TIME

EVENT

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Regular Meeting
Mother’s Day
Regular Meeting
Memorial Day Weekend

6:00-7:30 PM
NO Meeting
6:00-7:30 PM
NO Meeting
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Community Outreach

The 9th Annual Ladies & Secret Sister Reveal Brunch
On Saturday, March 23rd, Glady Toth and Steve Ann Van Wyk hosted their 9th Annual Ladies & Secret Sister Reveal
Brunch. Twenty-two (22) women attended the brunch—where there was an abundance of delicious food, games, singing
and lots of fun and fellowship. The theme and power-point devotion this year was “Whispers of God’s Love” based on
Isaiah 43:1: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”

Community Outreach
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The Great Celebration & Community Egg Hunt Photos

Friday night volunteers helped to filled over 4,000 plastic
eggs with candy!
600 Hard-Boiled Eggs were Dyed/Decorated

Their baskets overflowed with eggs!

Face Painting is always a big hit!
Thanks, Jessica Hall, Shelly Rigg
and Julie Darnall.
Balloon Man—Raymond!
Thank you, Joan Rigg, for the Refreshments!

Approximately 60 kids, with parents, came on Saturday, April 21st, (despite the morning rain) to enjoy a morning
of Face Painting, Shape Balloons, Refreshments and the Egg Hunt inside the church! We had enough eggs to add an
additional Age Group —11-41 years old, to do a “hunt”!
A great, BIG thank you to Walt and Shelly Rigg who head up this event every year, and to ALL the volunteers who
helped in the planning, preparations, filling and dying of eggs, set up, execution, and to those who helped to clean up for
this event! Your efforts made this event another FUN day for all!
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Thanks, Mom!
At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a
speech began reading from some notes. “I want to
talk about my mother and the wonderful influence
she had on my life,” he said. “She’s a shining
example of parenthood, and I love her more than
words can ever do justice.”
The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle a
moment and looked up at the audience with a
mischievous smile. “It’s really hard to read my mom’s
handwriting,” he said.

Healing Hospitality
Walk the Walk
A general rule for the good use of time is to accustom
oneself to live in a continual dependence on the Spirit of
God, receiving from moment to moment whatever it pleases
him to give us, referring to him at once in the doubts which
we necessarily run into, turning to him in the weakness into
which goodness slips from exhaustion, calling on him and
lifting oneself to him, when the heart, swept away by
material things, sees itself led imperceptibly off the path and
finds itself forgetting and drifting away from God. Happy
the soul which … never stops saying to itself a hundred times
a day, “Lord, what wouldst thou that I should do? Teach me
to perform thy holy will, for thou art my God.”
—François Fénelon

“The point is not to pay back kindness
but to pass it on.”
—Julia Alvarez

Repeated headlines about violence can make us “feel
like locking our doors and never entering society
again,” writes pastor and author Max Lucado. After
another mass shooting, he penned an online
opinion piece that urged people to do the exact
opposite by opening their doors, their hearts and
their circles.

“It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come
from the same Latin word,” Lucado writes, “for they
both lead to the same result: healing. When you
open your door to someone, you are sending this
message: ‘You matter.’”
Because daily life is filled with rejections, extending
an invitation — even to a simple meal — can be lifealtering, Lucado contends. What you think is a
messy house might be a sanctuary to someone else,
“and to those who eat alone every night, pork and
beans on paper plates tastes like filet mignon.” Our
kitchen tables are “God’s secret weapons in the war
on fear,” Lucado says. “We never know what one
meal will do.”

7 Things You’ll Never Regret
1. Feeling reverence for your Maker.
2. Showing kindness to an aged person.
3. Destroying a letter — or not sending an e-mail —
written in anger.
4. Offering an apology that saves a friendship.
5. Stopping gossip that could wreck a reputation.
6. Taking time to show loved ones consideration.
7. Accepting the judgment of God on any question.

“If you have a mom, there is nowhere
you are likely to go where a prayer has not
already been.”
—Robert Brault

Kid’s Page
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1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

Saturday, May 4th—8:30a.m.
The Trustees have scheduled a Work Day and are asking for all abled
bodies to come out and lend a hand. “Many hands make light work”.
The list of tasks includes: general inside cleaning, dusting, maybe
vacuuming the pew cushions, some interior/exterior painting, power
washing. Other tasks (if there is enough help) is to get the changing table
in the ladies room installed, and the men's room power opener wired in.
If enough people show up, lunch will be provided.
LADIES: If small group of ladies would want to work in the manse - the porch, garage and basement should
be swept well, and the flower beds need weeding.
Kindly email the church office if you are able to help out on the Work Day! Thank you!

Dear Forks Community,
In a few weeks, I will be moving on to new opportunities and continuing my journey towards
the pastoral ministry at another church. Before I do that, I just wanted to take a moment to
thank all of you for welcoming this young seminarian into your church. Many of you even
welcomed me into your homes and made meals for me or drove me places. Words cannot
express how thankful I am for you and your willingness to be hospitable to me. Truly, I could
not have done this internship without your help. In closing, allow me to express my gratitude
to all of you for helping make this a wonderful experience for me as I continue on towards a
lifetime of ministry. You have shown me truly what it means to love the stranger.
Sincerely,
In Christ,
Ben Petersen

