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I have often heard it said, “God has no grandchildren.” Have you ever heard that? Best I
can tell, this statement means to say that no one is born a Christian. Each person stands
before God as an individual, and each must believe for himself or herself; we can’t rely on
the faith of our parents or grandparents. When we believe in Jesus for ourselves, we
become children of God, and when the children of God have children, those babies are
not automatically Christians. They are not included among the people of God until they
believe, too. God has no grandchildren.
Do you believe that? Does that sound right to you? Perhaps you yourself have made that
very statement. If you are a good, American evangelical, it probably does sound right. The
problem, however, is that being a “good American evangelical,” in this case, has led us
astray. From its inception in the mid-1700s, American evangelicalism has been defined by
three essential features.
First is individualism. Historically, our political, social, and economic instincts and
institutions in America have emphasized the independence of the common man, the
virtue of self-reliance, and the universal call to personal responsibility. Second is
revivalism. Revivalism stresses the necessity of being born again through a personal conversion experience, responding to an altar call, and “making a decision” for Christ on the
spot. Third is pietism. Pietism elevates the heart over the head, experience over knowledge,
which means Christianity is primarily about feeling, devotion, passion. Pietism says the
distinguishing mark of being a “real Christian” is having a personal, experiential
relationship with Christ that is unmediated by the church and the sacraments, where each
soul deals with God directly.
Take these three essential features, mix in the story of American history, and here we are—
“good, American evangelicalism.” It is an essentially Baptist brand of Christianity. While
there is much we can learn from and be grateful for in our evangelical heritage, it has led
us astray when it comes to the place of children in God’s family. This mix of
individualism, revivalism, and pietism—not the Bible—is where the statement “God has no
grandchildren” comes from. That is a Baptist idea, and a statement no Presbyterian should
ever say, which just goes to show how “Baptist” some Presbyterians have become.
In the Bible and throughout history, God has always dealt with his people on the basis of
his covenant. God brought his covenant people into existence with the call of Abraham
(Gen. 12:1-3), and all of God’s people from that time to this, whether Hebrew or
Christian, Jew or Gentile, have belonged to God on the basis of that Abrahamic covenant
(Gal. 3:7-9, 28-29; Eph. 2:11-21). The Church is the covenant community. It is the visible
society established by the covenant. The Church is an objective body, a family, a people
group, a nation founded on God’s covenant. The apostle Paul compares it to an olive tree,
supported by its ancient Abrahamic roots, growing through history, and stretching into
Paul’s own day, with natural branches growing on it, wild branches being grafted into it,
and unfruitful branches being cut out of it (Rom. 11:17-24; see also John 15:1-17, where
Jesus uses a very similar analogy).
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God’s covenant is based on two key principles. The first is the household principle. Because of our individualism,
we automatically think of the Church as a body of individuals, separate units assembled in the same room once a
week. Biblically, however, the basic unit of the Church is not the individual, but the family. God’s covenant is
family-based, which means the Church is fundamentally a collection of families—the “household of God”
(Eph. 2:19; 1 Tim. 3:15). The Church isn’t just the building where we worship on Sundays as private individuals.
No, the Church includes your home and your whole family who lives in that home. This is why the apostles
practiced household baptism in the Book of Acts, and it’s why we baptize our children.
This leads to the second principle, which is the generational principle. If the Church is an objective covenant
family, then your children are included. They belong to the Church because they have been born into the Church,
into the family. They are born into the covenant like the natural branches that grow on the olive tree. This means
that children who are born into Christian families are born into the people of God, so they are automatically
Christians. This does not mean, of course, that all covenant children are automatically saved. It simply means that
they all belong to the people of God by birth, and they are, therefore, heirs of all the blessings and promises of the
covenant, which they will only inherit when they come to true faith in Jesus.
So then, since covenant children are Christians and members of God’s household, it turns out that God does have
grandchildren after all. In fact, we even find God making promises to these grandchildren in Scripture. Here is one
example: “But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his
righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments”
(Psalm 103:17-18).
Do you believe this promise of Scripture to your children’s children is still true today? Does God’s covenant
commitment to grandchildren apply to Christians, or was that just for the Old Testament? Did Christ come to
cancel this promise or fulfill it? As Presbyterians, we say Christ came to confirm this precious promise, and that his
word is true yesterday, today, and forever. What a comfort it is to know that God cares about your grandchildren.
May this word stir you up to pray for your family with confidence and hope that God will always be true to
his covenant.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Wesley

History of The Forks Church, 1735-1885
Anyone who has an interest in the history of our church,
here is a good source...
There is a reprint of the originally printed book written by James M'Clune, L.L.D.
in 1885. James M'Clune was a member of the church. The book is titled

“History of the Presbyterian Church in the Forks of Brandywine, Chester
County, PA”. It covers from 1735 to 1885.
The reprinted book is available on Amazon, the price seems to change, but it has
averaged around $25, hardback; $14 paperback

Fellowship News
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There will be a Fellowship Coffee Hour held in the fellowship hall following our
worship service on Sunday, May 22nd. Everyone is cordially invited!

Forks “Trade Your Treasures” Fellowship Day
Church Yard Sale
Saturday, June 4, 2022
(Rain Date, Saturday June 11th)

8:00 AM—12 Noon
Reserve Your Space Early!!
Plans are underway for a Fellowship Day Church Yard Sale. Church members and regular attendees may have the
opportunity to sign up for space. All spaces will be assigned.
This is a yard sale and not a “vendor” event to sell a company’s product, such as: Avon, etc. Handmade items or crafts
will be allowed.
The church person assigned to the space will be responsible for their spot, and can have 3-4 friends share their space.
Once you sign up, you will be provided with more details and a list of suggested items and what will be and not be
allowed, (ex. no adult clothing, TVs, PCs, etc.).
Space reservation forms are in the Sunday bulletin and should be completed ASAP, and no later than Sunday, May 15th,
so spaces can be assigned. Place forms in an Offering Box, or Julie Darnall’s church box.
Committee Members to Contact: Julie Darnall, Reeta Stern, Glady Toth, Ron Lefferts.

Forks Worship & Lunch in the Park
When: SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2022
198 Lafayette Rd., Coatesville

Where: West Brandywine Park
(less than 5 minutes from the church)

Time: 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Worship
followed by Lunch & Fellowship
Dress code will be casual.
Our Worship Service will be held in the Amphitheatre adjacent to the picnic pavilion. Feel free
to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on during service. Invite your neighbors, family, and
friends and come out to enjoy a day of worship, fellowship, and lunch!
The Fellowship Committee will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the trimmings. If able,
each family is asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Sign Up forms will be in the Sunday bulletins and should be placed in an Offering Box by Sunday, June 19th.
SAVE THE DATES!… July 30th & August 28th for more Park Events!

AVAILABLE... Forks’ Church Family Cookbook
Did you get your copy? It’s a perfect time to get recipes for your upcoming summer picnics!
I f you haven’t purchased your cookbook yet, you are missing out on a lot of delicious recipes, some of
which you probably have enjoyed at one of our picnics and/or potluck meals! The recipes are from
members of our church family and friends!
The cost of a cookbook is $10, and they make nice gifts.
Make checks payable to: “Forks Fellowship Committee”, with “Cookbook” on the memo line.
You can obtain copies by contacting Reeta Stern at: lovelyreeta@hotmail.com, 484-678-9024,
Or call to make arrangements to ‘Pay & Pick Up’ at the church office.

Deacon Ministry
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Baby Bottle Campaign at The Forks
Sunday, May 1– Sunday, May 29, 2022
Make sure you pick up a baby bottle and help change a life!

Make a Change for Life!

The Deacons are once again sponsoring the Baby Bottle Collection for Chester County Women’s
Services during the month of May. We have been doing this for many years and CCWS so
appreciates our involvement in the ministry.
This past year has been very successful for CCWS as you can see by the following statistics:
Individual Clients served: 1,428

Babies saved:

19

Total Clients served (families): 4,835

Ultrasounds:

202

Spiritual Conversations:
Pregnancy Tests: 190

1,599

Spiritual Decisions: 14
Adoption: 1

Education Visits: 3,142
“God blessed us with a surplus of funds in 2021 and we will use it for an addition to our Coatesville office.
This will include a large meeting space to better serve the women and families of Chester County.”
Your generous gifts through the Forks Baby Bottle Program have certainly impacted these results.
So, grab a baby bottle* and use it to continue to bless those vulnerable members of our area!!
*If you cannot get a bottle, you may send a check to the church that is made out to “CCWS”.
This way we can include it with the Forks total and you can be part of the Forks family.
Learn more about CCWS at: https://ccwsmedical.org/
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FORKS CHURCH BLOOD DRIVE
MONDAY, June 13, 2022
2:00 pm – 7:00 pm
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
Sponsor Code: FORKS
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767),
or Register on Church Website: www.forkschurch.org
Registration Is Required due to COVID-19 Precautions
Contact Information:
Glady Toth, Blood Drive Coordinator
Church Office: 610-942-2626
8am-2pm, Mon-Fri
Forks of the Brandywine Evangelical Presbyterian Church
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Children to Sr. Teens
ADULT BIRTHDAYS
1 – Walt Rigg, Sr.

23 - Ruthie Reeser (16)
2

24 - Anna Reeser (12)

5 - Tina Tran
9 - Mary Cairns
Rob Westervelt
17 - Carol Holloway
Shelly Rigg
28 - Paul Wills

1 - Gail and Rick Craig
4 - Katherine and Matt Westervelt
10 - Janice and Nick Williams
14 - Ginny and Joe Fulmer
15 - Penney and Rick Willard - 51 yrs
18 - Glady and Ken Toth

27 - Kathy and Jim Dix

MAY 2022

Sat

Thu

Fri

Wed

7 9:30 AM Karate

Tue

6 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

Mon

4:30 PM Karate

Sun

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

13 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

4 7:00 PM Bible Study

12 1:00 PM Ladies Bible
Study in FH

4:30 PM Karate

9:30 AM Karate

28 9:00 AM Good
Works Day at site

21 9:30 AM Karate

14 9:30 AM Karate

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

20 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

6:00 PM Youth Event

19 Ladies Bible Study on
Summer Hiatus

4:30 PM Karate

4:30 PM Karate

3

11 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

18 7:00 PM Bible Study

25 No Bible Study Discipleship Group

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

5 1:00 PM Ladies Bible
Study in FH

10

17

24

31

26

2 7:00 PM Trail Life &
American Heritage Girls

9 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
7:00 PM Trustees

16 7:00 PM Trail Life
& American Heritage
Girls

23 10:30 AM The
Daytimers Game Day
3:30 PM Deacons
7:00 PM Session

30

27 6:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast at The Lincoln
Diner

1 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion
No Sunday Night Prayer
Hour—Discipleship
Group

8 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Sunday Night
Prayer Hour

15 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
No Sunday Night Prayer
Hour—Discipleship
Group

22 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 PM Coffee Hour in
fellowship hall
6:00 PM Sunday Night
Prayer Hour

29 9:00 AM Adult
Education
10:30 AM Worship
No Sunday Night Prayer
Hour—Discipleship
Group

Thoughts & Smiles
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Thanks, Mom!
At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a
speech began reading from some notes. “I want to
talk about my mother and the wonderful influence
she had on my life,” he said. “She’s a shining
example of parenthood, and I love her more than
words can ever do justice.”
The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle a
moment and looked up at the audience with a
mischievous smile. “It’s really hard to read my mom’s
handwriting,” he said.

Healing Hospitality
Where Home Is
As Christians, we trust that after this life, we’ll be safe with
God in heaven. What heaven is like is a mystery, but we rely
on images from the Bible, including “the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven” (Revelation 21:2).
Wait — what? Usually we imagine going “up” to God. What
a difference to picture God’s city, and God himself, “coming
down” to us!
When we travel from the place we know best to visit others,
no matter how much we love them we usually don’t feel “at
home.” On the other hand, when I went from college to visit
my parents and sisters, I was immediately at home, not just
physically but emotionally.
Revelation 21:3 (NRSV) says, “The home of God is among
mortals.” God is “at home” with us! He knows our routines,
understands how we live, fits right in. We don’t have to behave in any special way, like for “company,” because God is
family. He “gets” us and loves us. Best of all, because God is
at home with us, we can be at home with God.
—Heidi Hyland Mann

Repeated headlines about violence can make us “feel
like locking our doors and never entering society
again,” writes pastor and author Max Lucado. After
another mass shooting, he penned an online
opinion piece that urged people to do the exact
opposite by opening their doors, their hearts and
their circles.
“It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come
from the same Latin word,” Lucado writes, “for they
both lead to the same result: healing. When you
open your door to someone, you are sending this
message: ‘You matter.’”
Because daily life is filled with rejections, extending
an invitation — even to a simple meal — can be lifealtering, Lucado contends. What you think is a
messy house might be a sanctuary to someone else,
“and to those who eat alone every night, pork and
beans on paper plates tastes like filet mignon.” Our
kitchen tables are “God’s secret weapons in the war
on fear,” Lucado says. “We never know what one
meal will do.”

7 Things You’ll Never Regret
1. Feeling reverence for your Maker.
2. Showing kindness to an aged person.
3. Destroying a letter — or not sending an e-mail —
written in anger.
4. Offering an apology that saves a friendship.
5. Stopping gossip that could wreck a reputation.
6. Taking time to show loved ones consideration.
7. Accepting the judgment of God on any question.

“If you have a mom, there is nowhere
you are likely to go where a prayer has not
already been.”
—Robert Brault

Kid’s Page
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We’re on the Web:
www.forkschurch.org

Church Directory Update
It is time to update the Forks Church Directory: If you are a regular attendee, or recently
became a new member of the church, and would like to be listed in the church directory,
kindly contact Glady Toth in the church office. If you have the current directory (July
2021-at bottom of inside front cover), and are listed in it, kindly review your information
carefully and advise if your information has changed (cell numbers or emails) or if it is
incorrect as listed. The goal is to have all information gathered and the updated
directories printed and distributed by end of June.

Missions Newsletter - May Edition Available
Dear Forks family and friends,
In an effort to keep you informed of what is happening on the mission field with some of our Forks missionaries,
we encourage you to read the May Missions Newsletter which was emailed April 29th, in the Sunday bulletin as
an insert on May 1st, and copies are also on the large table in the Gathering Room.
We would also like you to know that through the Forks Mission Account, The Forks Church has provided
financial support to the EPC relief work in Ukraine and also provided financial support to Missionary Eugene
and Irina's relief work in Moldova.
If you would like further information or have any questions regarding our missionary support, please contact
Glenn McClintock or Glady Toth.
Upon request, we can supply you with a complete listing with bios of the missionaries The Forks Church
supports. This is available electronically as well as in hard copy.
Please continue to pray for our missionaries.
Thank you!
From your Missions Team

