Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church (EPC)

The Living News
A Word From Session
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to
the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Gen 12: 1-3
I have chosen the familiar opening of the story of Abram’s faith because we, too, are
entering a new time of uncharted discovery. We are leaving a time of comfort and
certainty and that always brings with it a restless nervousness and the danger of acting too
quickly.
In Genesis 11, we learn that Abram’s father, Terah, had left his home city of Ur of the
Chaldeans, headed for Canaan, but got only as far as the city of Haran. I mention this
because it shows that God’s plan can often take us by the round-about route in order to
satisfy His plans.
Ur was some 200 miles southeast of modern Baghdad. Haran was over 600 miles
northwest of Ur, and 450 miles north of Canaan. From Ur, Canaan was “only” 600 miles
almost due west. So, why make a trip of over 1,000 miles? Because the direct route crosses
desert and wilderness!
Coming 4100 years into the future, in Glenmoore of the Pennsylvanians, we too are
looking at a trip—a search for our new pastor. The temptation can be to just move, to find
the shortest route to filling our pulpit permanently. And we could do that, although we
would have to ignore nearly 400 years of Presbyterian experience and process to do so, for
such a speedy trip would take us away from charted lands and into the wilderness even as
the direct route to Canaan would have done for Terah.
The Session is very much aware of the work that must be done to find the man that God
has already planned to send to us. Many of us are veterans of prior search committees and
know that a search has certain mileposts: forming a Search Committee, convening the
Committee, and updating our Church Information Form—the document that fully
informs interested pastors of just what we look like as a congregation.
Next, we submit our CIF to the General Assembly which will notify the entire EPC that
the flock at the Forks needs a shepherd. Interested pastors will begin to submit their
Pastor Information Forms to the Committee, for review and consideration, interview,
candidate sermons in neutral pulpits, and finally presentation of a recommendation to the
congregation and the Ministerial Committee of the Presbytery.
All of this must be and will be bathed in constant prayer by both the Committee and the
congregation. It will take time, conscientious study, and patient listening for the whisper
of God.
“Fine,” you say. “But Terah had to pack for the trip before he marched off for Haran!
What ‘packing’ is being done?”
In the meantime, we are preparing a proposed slate for the Search Committee. By the
next Newsletter, we should be able to tell you the proposed size of the Committee and the
members from the Session, Board of Deacons, and Board of Trustees. We will also be
able to propose a date from a called meeting of the congregation to elect the Committee.
Continued on next page….
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A Word From Session — Continued
What we need from you is prayer and also the names of any of you who, after prayer and searching your hearts, feel called
to service on the Committee. This is a serious obligation to undertake, for the Committee is charged with answering God’s
call on the congregation to select the right pastor. Service on the Committee will entail regular meetings, weekly at first, to
organize, pray, and determine the direction which the Committee must take.
So… if God has called you to service in this important task, please make sure you give your name to one of the Ruling
Elders or placing it my mailbox in the Red Meet and Greet Area. We would hope to have names by 1 December so that
we can organize a meeting soon thereafter.
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him. . ..” Gen 12: 4a
Abram’s story is one of obedience to God’s call and deep, deep faith in God’s love and protection, even in the face of the
unknown. We all know the rest of Abram’s story. We are called to have the same obedience, patience, and faith as we step
off in this quest.
Soli Deo Gloria! To the glory of God alone.
Mac
Mac McCarty
Clerk of Session

Hail and Farewell
As we bid farewell to Will, Shelley, and the children, we also welcome Rev Dan Stewart in a new relationship
with the Forks. We are already quite familiar with his thoughtful preaching, bathed in the Word and full of
insights and direction for the times in which we live. With his permission and at the request of the Session,
until we identify a full-time interim pastor, the Ministry Committee of the Presbytery of the East has designated
Pastor Dan to moderate the Session and he has agreed to lead worship and preach on most Sundays, to have
regular office hours at the Forks (probably Monday and Thursday from 10 am until 1 pm), and to provide
pastoral care to the congregation (e.g., funerals, weddings, hospital visitation, counseling) as needed and as
schedule permits (and the Session will participate in providing regular pastoral care).

MISSIONS MINISTRY
Forks’ “Good Neighbor Program” with Good Works
Not everyone is familiar with the great work that Good Works does, but there is a core team of volunteers at the Forks who
do, and would like you to prayerfully consider joining in on a Good Works Saturday (the 4th Saturday of each month) to
feel for yourself the true blessing of helping someone less fortunate to have a home that is “safer, drier, warmer”.
On these work days, some volunteers meet at the “adopted” home at 9:00a.m and return around 4:00 pm. You can give
a half day, or even a few hours. This does not require any special skills or tools, just the desire to love your neighbor as
yourself. Lunch is provided, and we are looking for people who would be willing to help provide/prepare food items for
lunch, and/or deliver lunch.
If you have any questions, or would like further information, contact Glenn McClintock at: ragmac@msn.com.

Sensory Play Day A Huge Blessing to Many
Thank you to all the volunteers that made the Fall Sensory Play Day not
only possible, but a true blessing to all who attended. Many served in
countless ways behind the scenes, many prayed, many planned and prepared,
many gave sacrificially, and many used their creative talents across the ball
field, at the Fall Sensory Play Day. This truly is a church ministry, with
opportunities for anyone with a willing heart to serve and share the love of
Jesus in tangible and practical ways with families who have children with
special needs. Many of these families find it difficult to be part of a typical
church, due to challenges they face with their children.
The opportunity is available to us, year-round, to engage in relationship
through outreach to the families that come to Sensory Play Day events. These families
represent a cross-section of neighborhoods, family structures, professions and economic levels, cultural backgrounds
and religions... Their common ground is that they often are isolated, exhausted, misunderstood and in search of
support and acceptance. If you are tugged to become an SPD volunteer, please don't wait until the next scheduled
event. Become part of the SPD ministry now!
"Showers of Blessing" on Saturday, October 13th, taught us powerful lessons of God's provision and to truly trust
him with open hands, for every need. We had spent months planning and preparing for the 2018 Fall Sensory Play
Day, an outreach to families in surrounding communities who have children with special needs. This is a ministry
we have done as a church for 10 years now and have never been rained out or had to scramble to set up activities
indoors. The weather didn't look promising. The frequent rain storms that blanketed our region prior to the
Sensory Play Day for weeks, required us to place the Sensory Play Day in God's hands, just where it needed to be.
At 6 am the day of our event, a torrential downpour led us to pray with humble hearts and open hands. The
Sensory Play Day was not our own. The sole purpose was to give God glory and honor as we reach out together as a
church family to touch families in need with the love of Jesus, encourage them and build relationships that could
grow over time.
A few of us met over at the Ball field at 7am to assess the condition of the field. Glenn and Walt noted that the
storms were moving out and it was supposed to clear. With careful set up, we could go ahead with our event as
planned!
God continued to show his faithfulness in countless ways throughout the months of planning and preparation, set
up/ clean up, and through the many volunteers and families that attended. Despite hours of drizzle and cold
temperatures, there was a good turnout! Many smiles graced the ball field, among volunteers and participants alike.
The Joy of the Lord was present. God's love was in each caring gesture, and in words of truth, faith and
encouragement offered to families.

2018 Highlights:
*God provided just the right number of highly creative and dedicated volunteers, through the Forks
Church, Trail Life Troops and community volunteers!
All the activities were super, with their creative organizers and volunteers. Fall SPD Volunteers included 3
teens in the autism spectrum who grew up with the Sensory Play Day and are now giving back and giving of
their time and talents! Will Foley is now one of our photographers and our videographer; he also reached
out to families throughout the day; Jacob Halka came to connect with families and share his story to
encourage them; Antonio Pitcherella came as a featured musician, playing multiple songs on stage! We
also had two other teens in the spectrum eager to help and encourage!
Continued on next page…...

Sensory Play Day - continued from page 4
*The food was a gorgeous spread for all food preferences! We will plan on lots of hot chocolate or hot cider if the weather
is so cold again!
*The field layout was spacious and pleasing with the colorful tents. Parents could relax and trust that their kids were safe,
while they all had fun exploring activities and meeting new friends!
*The Construction Zone, a new activity station was masterminded and organized by Garry Knudson. It included magnetics
and other fascinating construction opportunities. This area provided many kids the
opportunity for creative construction play.
*The Bungee Run movement play was a perfect source for hard sensory play with just
the right amount of crash to support self regulation for many kids.

*The hay ride went on as planned using the ball
field route! The wagon provided a peaceful
place for connection with parents and their kids.

*The animal connections were powerful! We welcomed Doodle Bug, an endearing
pony, with Dr. Wright, a local veterinarian with Brandywine Equine!; Skittles returned
with Sandy, to the Sensory Play Day this year, to the joyful anticipation of many children,
who hoped for a pony ride! Skittles blessed many children with his steady nature and
smooth ride!; PAWS pet partner team, Harvey and Leslie participated in the Fall
Sensory Play Day for the first time! Harvey excelled at soccer, engaging a boy who loved
the game just as much as him!
*Music included the Folkie Dokies, Mr. Spaghetti, Marian on the Harp and Antonio on the keyboard. We are grateful for
all the talent they bring to the stage!
*There was opportunity for personal connection with 4 new families who have children
diagnosed in the autism spectrum! They were eagerly seeking information on resources
and opportunities to best help their children. We were able to connect them with Jacob
and Evelyn Halka, who debuted the 'Ask Jake' Activity Station for this Sensory Play
Day. Jacob and Evelyn became the roving, "go to team', non-stop on the ball field. They
sought to listen to families and encourage them by sharing their insights and experiences.
Jacob is an articulate and gifted 12 year old with autism and Evelyn (an SPD co-founder)
is his mom. Their family were our featured speakers at the August 2018 SPD Parent
Night In. Evelyn and Rich selflessly championed the fight of their lives for their family,
one step at a time for years, at great personal sacrifice, to help Jacob break through to
social-emotional connection, with family and friendships. He still describes his journey,
going through challenging tunnels, but each one is a little bigger and easier and the light
at the end of the tunnel is brighter.
The focus in the next year for SPD ministry will be strengthening personal connection
with families; marriage and family strengthening Bible studies; inclusion of SPD families
in church fellowship activities, (At least 6 SPD women will attend the Ladies Night Out); preparation and equipping of
volunteers to better serve the children and families that attend SPD events; pursue approval and fundraising to finance
materials/ labor for construction of a permanent fence on the ball field to increase safety and utilization of the ball field area
for community outreach activities; create a natural, sensory playground; rejuvenate the nature trail with an obstacle course
adventure component, in cooperation with the Trail Life troop 1:9; ....all in God's will and timing.

Operation Christmas Child — Only 2 Weeks Left!!

You Can Bring
FILLED
Shoeboxes In Until
Monday,
November 13

Our Shoebox Drive comes
to an end on Sunday, Nov.
11th. You can continue to
bring in items for the
shoeboxes and place them
in the donation box until
Sunday, Nov. 11, and
FILLED shoeboxes into the
c h u rc h o f f ic e u n t i l
Wednesday, Nov. 13.
Pre-printed shoeboxes are
available on the table at the
Operation Christmas Child
display on the landing to the
sanctuary and on the table
in the Gathering Room.

If you have not filled a
shoebox, perhaps you can
help with covering the

cost of shipping
shoeboxes.

Samaritan’s Purse
requests a fee of $9.00 for
each box to cover the cost of
shipping. Donation
envelopes are on the table on
the landing.
If you are able, please
prayerfully consider
providing a check or cash to
sponsor one or more boxes.
Your donation can be in any
amount.
Checks for shipping are to
be made out to: “Samaritan’s
Purse”, with a note on the
memo line, “ Shoeboxes”.

A Missionary’s Advice for Filling Shoeboxes

·
·

-

-

-

·
·
·
·
·

-

our

-

Operation Christmas
Child demonstrates
God’s love to hurting
Children. Will you help
to support their efforts?
Please pray for this
ministry and all the
hurting children. Pray
that these shoeboxes
will provide the clear
message of God’s love to
each child who receives
a box.
Thank you for sharing
God’s love and making
a difference in the lives
of millions of children
around the world!

Operation Christmas Child —
·
·
·
·
·

Continued from page 4
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December/January Newsletter
Deadline - Tuesday, Nov. 20
Kindly Email all announcements, articles,
events, schedules, etc., to the church office
no later than Tuesday, Nov. 20,
as it will be a short week in which to get the
2-month newsletter completed by Nov. 30!

Thanksgiving Food Drive to Assist The Salvation Army
As part of an ongoing

Food Drive Ministry,
you are being asked to
bring in non-perishable
food items that would
help The Salvation Army to provide Thanksgiving meals to families
in need.
The big needs this
year: Instant Mashed
Potatoes, Stuffing Mix,

Canned Sweet Potatoes
and Vegetables, Turkey
Gravy, Cranberry Sauce,
Applesauce, etc.
The Food Barrel is by
the information table in
the Gathering Room.
Please have all items
brought in no later than
Sunday, November
11th.

Currently there is a real need for
diapers and personal care items.

Deacons Ministry - The Giving Trees Are Up!!
The Giving Trees Are Up!
The Deacons have put up the annual
Giving Trees in the Gathering Room.
The Giving Trees represent our
commitment and responsibility to
follow Christ’s example: ‘Giving to
the Needy’ (Matthew 6:1-4) says, “Be
careful not to do your ’acts of
righteousness’ before men, to be seen by
them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven. So when you
give to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by men. I tell you the truth, they
have received their reward in full. But
when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand
is doing, so that your giving may be in
secret. Then your Father, who sees what
is done in secret, will reward you.” (NIV)

This year we will again be
collecting gifts for children and
families from Bridge of Hope,
Chester County Corrections
Gospel Mission, Chester County
Migrant Ministry, and The
Salvation Army.
You will see stars and angels on
the tree with the suggested gifts
listed on them. We ask that you
take a star or angel, write you
name by the # listed on the tag to
the corresponding # on the gift
list by the trees (on the pulpit),
purchase and wrap a gift, (note:
gift cards for Bridge of Hope are
not to be wrapped, as indicated on
the back of the star) and bring it
in and put it under the tree during
the month of November.
All gifts are due under the tree
by Sunday, November 25.

Although the stars for CC
Gospel Mission have several items
listed on the back of the photos,
these are only suggestions, and you
only need to purchase one gift if
that is your desire.
If you are interested in helping
to deliver the gifts in early
December, or have any questions
about this program, please see
Kathy Wills or Reeta Stern.

Youth Group News
Youth Schedule through December 2018
DATE

DAY / TIME

Nov 3

Sat 6:00-8:30 PM

Nov. 4

Sun. 6:00-7:30

Nov 11

EVENT

PLACE

Tentative Corn Maze -Rain Make Up Date

Meet at Church

Regular Meeting if Corn Maze Canceled

Fellowship Hall

Sun 6:00-8:00 PM

Shoebox Packing Night

Fellowship Hall

Nov 18

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Nov 25

Sun

Dec 2

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Dec 9

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Dec 16

Sun 6:00-8:00 PM

Youth Christmas Party

Dec 23

Sun

NO MEETING - Merry Christmas!

Dec. 30

Sun

NO MEETING—Happy New Year!

Forks Church

NO MEETING - Thanksgiving Break

Shumaker Home

Meetings: Open to ALL kids going into 6th grade thru grade 12.
Sundays from 6:00-7:30 PM
If you have any questions about our youth program, please feel free to contact:
Rob Jones, 610-996-1973; rob@barnestonhill.com; or
Diane Shumaker, 484-880-1267; shumakers@comcast.net

Sunday, November 11
6:00-8:00 PM
Smiling Guaranteed!
If you would like to come
out and join the youth in
packing the Christmas Child
Shoeboxes you are very
welcome. Join the assembly
line, or help to supervise the
final box, labeling, and
rubber banding of the boxes.

We ordered 200 printed shoeboxes,
and pray that the congregation will
help to provide the items to fill them!
Items for the OCC shoeboxes can
still be brought in through Sunday,
November 11th, and FILLED boxes
into the church office no later than
Wednesday, November 13th.

No Youth Meeting on Sunday, November 25th
There will be no youth meeting on Sunday, November 26th…..

Have a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving Weekend!
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Libby Lutz

Bill Smith

M/M John McKinley

Bill Ensslen

Margaret Moore

Glenn McClintock

McClintock Family

Rick Craig

Elder/Flowers

Rob Jones
R.J. Jones

Diane Shumaker

Bill Smith

Ben Petersen

Children's
Devotion

Pete Dawson
Rose Tursack
Gail Craig

Diane Shumaker
Craig Shumaker

Peggy Frandolig
John Frandolig

Erika Snyder
Janice Williams

Child Care
During Worship

No
Junior
Church

Pam McNeal
John Darnall

Dawn Wright
Matt Snyder

Glady Toth
Lydia Wills

Junior Church

NOVEMBER 2018

Dennis Miller
Deb Colburn
Rob Jones
Caleb Jones

Rodney Rigg
Kathy Rigg
Jane Davidson
Danny Davidson

Isaac Wills
Lydia Wills
John Darnall
Colin Craig
Quincey Majors

Ken Toth
Glady Toth
Anna Marie Manness
Eric Connor

Ushers

Craig Shumaker
Reeta Stern

Julie Darnall
Tom Darnall
Bill Esbiornson

Rodney Rigg
Deb Colburn
Diane Boyles

Justin Rigg
Matt Westervelt
Katherine Westervelt

Money Counters

NOVEMBER 2018
-

Church Fellowship Opportunities
Men & Ladies Day-Time Bible Studies at Church
A Men’s Bible Study/
Prayer Meeting takes place
on Wednesday mornings
in the downstairs MultiPurpose Room from
11am—12noon. Study is on
various books of the Bible.
If you have questions
please call Bob Fernholz,
610-269-5969.

A Ladies Life Group meets
every Tuesday morning in
the Multi-Purpose Room in
the SS wing from 12noon1:30p.m.
All ladies are welcome to
join at any time!

Bring a bagged lunch if you
so desire.

Monthly Retired Men’s Lunch & Friday Morning Breakfast
On the second Wednesday
of each month, the retired men
of the church meet at 12:30 PM
at Yoder’s Restaurant in New
Holland for lunch, devotion
and prayer. If you are
interested in joining this group,
please contact John Ferguson at
610-380-3157.

Each Friday morning at 6:00
AM, several men of our
congregation meet for breakfast at
Whimpy & Dee’s Diner in Honey
Brook and share in devotions and
prayer time. What a great way to
start a Friday morning and to end
your week! If you are interested in
joining this group, contact John
Ferguson, 610-380-3157.

Secret Sister & Ladies Fellowship Ministry
The Forks has a Secret Sister
Ministry that now begins in
March each year. Ladies are
encouraged to sign up with a
form and once you receive your
secret sister, you are asked to
pray for her throughout the year
and give her a card and/or small
token gift each month.
The
Secret Sister Reveal and 2019
Sign Up will be in March 2019,
this year with a Spring Party,

where the ladies gather over
refreshments and exchange
gifts with other, revealing
themselves to their secret
sisters.
All ladies are asked to
prayerfully consider being a
part of this ministry in 2019.
We would like to expand the
ministry and in 2019 plan to
hold several Ladies Fellowship
Get-Togethers at the church

throughout the year, and need
volunteers to help plan and
“host” these events.
Please contact Glady Toth
in the church office, or SteveAnn Van Wyk, 484-883-4870,
if you are interested in being a
part of this awesome women's
ministry in 2019.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS

Order Your Christmas Poinsettias
It has been a long
standing tradition at The
Forks to place poinsettias in
the sanctuary in memory of or
in honor of loved ones.
This year we will again be
offering 6 inch pot multiflower poinsettias from Ford’s
Gre e n h ouse s for your
convenience. Cost per plant
is $7.50.
Money or check (payable to
Ford’s Greenhouse) must
accompany your order.

Deadline to order is
Sunday, Dec. 2.
If you plan to
purc h ase your own
poinsettia, please mark it
with your name. The flowers will be in the sanctuary
on Sunday, Dec. 24 during
the worship service and
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service.
You
are
responsible to remove your
flowers from the sanctuary
after the Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service or
Christmas Day Service.

There will be an
insert in the Christmas
bulletin, Tuesday, Dec 25,
with your flower
dedications listed.
Watch the Sunday
bulletins, beginning
Nov. 11, for the order
forms.

Sunday, November 18th — Let’s Decorate Our Church!
Your Help Is Needed…..
12:00 PM Meet in Fellowship Hall
Please plan to stay after worship to decorate our church for
the Christmas season! ‘Many hands make light work!’
A light Lunch, Snacks and drinks will be provided. Christmas Music will be
playing! Bake and bring some cookies to share and get into the spirit of
Christmas!
We are forming a ‘Decorating Team’ to be responsible for the scheduling,
coordinating, and carrying out the Christmas decorating each year. If you are
willing to be a part of the team, kindly see or call Karen Hall, 908-797-0940.
A very special “Thank You” to the Youth Group who has been leading this for
the past several years.

Annual Christmas Dinner Sunday, December 2nd
With
the
busy
Christmas season upon us,
mark your calendars now
so you won’t miss our
annual Christmas Dinner!
Dinner will follow the
worship service, which will
be our Christmas Program.

Watch for the sign-up
inserts in the bulletin
beginning Nov. 11th, to
reserve your family’s place
for dinner.

Ladies Evening Out, Tuesday, Nov. 27th
$20.00 per person, please do so
immediately, so you do not lose
T h e F o r k s F e l l o w s h i p your seat(s) as we generally have a
Committee would like to thank waiting list.
all the ladies who have signed up
and reserved seats.
We look Make checks to Forks Fellowship
forward to providing you with Committee, write “Ladies Evening
another exceptional evening of Out” on the memo line, and mail
food, fun,
Fellowship and to: Kathy Rigg, 420 Lammey Rd.,
Honey Brook, PA, 19344, or
entertainment.
If you have not yet provided place it in her church box today.
your payment for this event,

Only a Few Seats Left!

The meal will be catered by:

Limoncello Ristorante & Caterers

Entertainment by Elva Hurst - “Chalk Talks”
Before crowds of people Elva uses chalk to draw a large picture illustrating a story that is presented
with pre-recorded music and narration. She has developed numerous programs with historic,
patriotic, inspirational and holiday themes.
Her interest in “chalk talks” began when she and her husband moved to Tulsa, OK to attend Bible
school for two years. It was there where she started using this technique while teaching Sunday
school classes. Word of her work quickly spread and soon she was asked to perform chalk talks for
other gatherings. When people express amazement that an untrained artist with no formal educations has had full-time work for more than twenty years, Elva responds by saying, “I give all the credit
to God. He opens the doors and makes the way.”
Elva’s chalk talks were born out of her love for the arts, and above all, a deep desire from within to share the same
wonderful good news of the Gospel that so radically changed her life and continues to bring purpose excitement and
adventure into her life! Don’t miss it!
You can read more about Elva and her Chalkart at: https://elvaschalkart.com

Trail Life Troop 1:9
October was a busy and adventurous month for Troop 1:9!
The entire troop camped out at Hibernia Park the last weekend of
September. For some boys and their dads, it was the first time they had ever
been camping. The highlight of the weekend was a Flag Retirement

Ceremony at which the boys solemnly retired
10 flags that were worn out with a service that
included prayers and the playing of Taps.

The Navigators and Adventurers had their own weekend at Camp Shand, where they got the opportunity to do a
Challenge course that tested their physical skills and their courage!
The Sensory Play Day was a day of service for the older boys, as they helped with set up, parking, clean up, and shuttling
participants from the church.
Please support our Trail Life fundraiser! The troop is selling delicious Giving Bean Coffee and Tea this month.
Orders are due the third week of November. Please see one of these boys to place an order-Eric Connor, Colin Craig,
John Darnall, or Isaac Wills. Thank you so much for your support-this is our main fundraiser and provides our main
source of funds so that the boys can do fun activities like the Challenge Course!

Upcoming Events:
Leaf Cleanup at the Forks Service Day: Saturday, Nov. 24 from 9 to 12.

BB Gun and .22 Rifle Shooting at West Caln Sportsmen's Club: Saturday, Dec. 8

Calling All Girls!
The Forks is hoping to charter an
American Heritage Girls troop.
AHG is the girl version of Trail Life USA. There has
been a significant amount of interest from Trail Life
and Forks families in American Heritage Girls, so
there will be an informational meeting for anyone
interested in helping to get a troop started at the
Forks, or for those interested in it for their daughters.
The meeting will take place on Thursday,
November 8 at 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
Please RSVP to Gail Craig at gcraig529@gmail.com if
you can attend.
More info at: https://www.americanheritagegirls.org
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THOUGHTS & SMILES

Little Word, BIG Difference
God says to give thanks in everything. That doesn’t mean
you need to give thanks for everything. You don’t need to
give thanks for that bad day. Or for that bad relationship.
Or being passed over at work. Financial hardship.
Whatever it is — you are not to give thanks for the
difficulties but rather in the difficulties.

Who Will Lead?
After the people of Shechem made a poor decision
about who would rule as their king, Gideon's son
Jotham told them a parable.
In Judges 9:8-15, the trees had difficulty finding a
willing leader. The olive tree, fig tree and grape vine all
declined, saying they didn’t want to leave their
important production jobs. Finally out of options, the
trees asked the wretched, thorny bramble bush to be
king. Although this wild shrub wasn’t welcome on
anyone’s land, still it was a plant. And it was willing to
rule if the trees announced their allegiance. The trees
opted for the worst of the worst.
When the most worthy, qualified people neglect to
step up and lead, results — and morale — suffer.
Where can your expertise and passion best be put to
use in God’s kingdom?

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having
more. If you concentrate on what you don’t have, you will
never, ever have enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey
“Gratitude can transform common days into
thanksgivings, turn routine jobs into joy and change
ordinary opportunities into blessings.”
—William Arthur

That is a very important distinction, and one I think we
often miss. Giving thanks in everything shows a heart of
faith that God is bigger than the difficulties and that he
can use them, if you approach him with the right heart
and spirit, for your good and his glory.
—Tony Evans

Thank You, Veterans!
On Veterans Day, we
honor men and women
who’ve served and
sacrificed in one of
America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918,
America and her allies
signed a truce with
German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919,
President Wilson decided the United States should
remember with gratitude the end of that war and
honor military members by marking Armistice Day,
or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name
to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for
peace, justice and freedom throughout the world.
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity
among all nations and for the day when “nation will
not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).
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1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

We are looking for individuals who are willing to put up Christmas
decorations around the church on Sunday, November 18th, after
worship. We are also looking for a few individuals to become part of a
‘decorating team’ to take on the oversight and leadership of decorating our church
for the Christmas season.
In the past several years, it
has fallen upon the youth
group to lead in putting
up the Christmas
decorations around the
church. This takes away
two regular meeting
times from our youth (one in
December and one in
January, in addition to the
Christmas weekend meeting). The youth are very involved, and enjoy doing the Operation
Christmas Child Shoebox ministry, which also takes two meetings in November
(in addition to not having a meeting over the Thanksgiving weekend).
If you are willing to be part of this team, please see or call Karen Hall,

Sunday, January 7th - 12:00 Noon
(tentative - to be confirmed)
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