Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church (EPC)

The Living News
From the Pastor’s Pen

N OVE MB E R 2022

On Reformation Sunday, we learned about the life and legacy of William Tyndale, the great
English Reformer. As a companion to that sermon, and as a follow-up to my article last
month, I want to provide for you a sample of Tyndale’s writing. The following is a selection of
excerpts from the preface to Tyndale’s book The Obedience of a Christian Man, published in
1528. In this preface, called the “Epistle to the Reader,” Tyndale sets forth his case for why
the Scriptures ought to be translated into English. He makes several arguments and gives
answers to objections. Here are three of my favorite excerpts, with modern spelling and the
language slightly updated.

Inside this issue:

“First, God gave the children of Israel a law by the hand of Moses in their native tongue; and
all the prophets wrote in their native tongue, and all the psalms were in their native tongue.
And there Christ was figured, and described in ceremonies, riddles, and parables, and in dark
prophecies. Why may we not have the Old Testament along with the New, which is the light
of the Old, and in which is openly declared before the eyes, what was darkly prophesied in the
Old? I can imagine no cause, truly, except that it is to keep us from seeing the work of
Antichrist and the juggling of hypocrites. What cause should there be that we, who walk in
the broad day, should not see as well as those who walked in the night; or that we should not
see as well at noon, as they did in twilight? Did Christ come to make the world more blind?
By this means Christ is made the darkness of the world, and not the light as he himself says
he is.”
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for OneMeal Food Packing Day,
pg. 2

“‘If the Scripture were in the native tongue,’ they might say, ‘then the lay-people would
understand it, every man in his own way.’ What end does the curate [pastor] serve, but to
teach him the right way? Is this not why the holy days were made, so that the people may come
and learn? I say, are you not then abominable schoolmasters, in taking such great wages, if you
will not teach? If you would teach, how could you do it so well, and with so great a profit, as
when the lay people have the Scripture before them in their native tongue? For then they
would see, by the order of the text, whether you juggle them or not. And then they would
believe it, because it is the Scripture of God, no matter how abominable your living may be.”

• Family Fun Event with local chalk
artist, Elva Hurst, pg. 3

“There is such a great diversity of spirits, how shall I know who lies, and who says the truth?
By what shall I try and judge them? Truly, by God’s word, which alone is true. But how shall I
do that when you will not let me see the Scripture? No, they say, the Scripture is so hard, that
you could never understand it except by the doctors [theologians]. That is, I must measure the
yardstick by the cloth. Here are twenty cloths of diverse lengths and of various breadths: how
shall I be sure of the length of the yardstick by them? I suppose, rather, I must be first sure of
the length of the yardstick, and thereby measure and judge the cloths. If I must first believe
the doctor, then the doctor is true first, and the truth of the Scripture depends on his truth;
and so the truth of God springs from the truth of man. Thus Antichrist turns the roots of
the trees upward.”

• Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Ministry, pg. 4

Grace and peace,
Pastor Wesley

• Pastor Appreciation Celebration,
pg. 5
• 2nd Annual Chili Cook Off
Winners, pg. 5
• New: Thursday Music Nights,
pg. 7

• The Giving Tree , pg. 9
• Order your Forks Cookbooks for
holiday gifts, pg. 7
• Decorating our Church for the
Christmas Season, back cover
• December/January Newsletter
Deadline, Nov. 21st, pg. 9
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Operation Christmas Child — Please Fill a Shoebox!
Our Shoebox Drive comes
to an end on Sunday, Nov.
13th. Pre-printed shoeboxes
are available on the table in
the Gathering Room at the
Operation Christmas Child
display and on the landing
to the sanctuary.

You Can Bring
FILLED
Shoeboxes In Until
Monday,
November 15th

If you choose not to
fill a shoebox, perhaps
you can help to cover the
cost of shipping our
shoeboxes.

If you are able, kindly
consider providing a check or
cash to sponsor one or more
boxes. Your donation can be
in any amount.
Checks for shipping are to
be made out to: “Samaritan’s
Purse”, with a note on the
memo line, “ Shoeboxes”.
Operation Christmas Child
demonstrates God’s love to
hurting Children. Will you
help to support their efforts?

Please pray for this
ministry and all the
hurting children. Pray
that these shoeboxes
will provide the clear
message of God’s love to
each child who receives
a box.
Thank you for sharing
God’s love and making
a difference in the lives
of millions of children
around the world!

Samaritan ’s Purse
requests a fee of $10.00 for
each box to cover the cost of
shipping. Donation
envelopes are on the landing
and at the display.

SUGGESTED SHOEBOX ITEMS:
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: Pens, pencils and pencil sharpeners, crayons or markers, stamps and
ink pad sets, small writing pads or paper, (Please note that composition books do not fit in shoeboxes)

TOYS: Small cars or trucks, small balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, jump ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch,
toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc.
OTHER: T-Shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, watches, flashlights with extra batteries, sippy cups,
small melmac or hard plastic bowl, etc.

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy knives, guns or military figures;
chocolate or food; no candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items, no toothpaste.

Other Not So Good Gift Ideas::
• Anything with instructions in English, even if it seems simple to you (many countries don’t know English)
• Any toy that is not universally recognizable (We have seen kids receive matching memory card games – a great

idea but with no one to explain it to them, they are wasted.)
• Yo-yo’s (They don’t know what they are.)
• Gloves, winter hats (You don’t know whether your box will end up in Siberia or Senegal.)
• Play-dough (Kids here have no idea what it is for.)
• Stickers or temporary tattoos (Kids don’t have anywhere to stick the stickers, and often the pictures don’t
make sense or connect with their world).
• T-shirts with words or pictures on them (Would you want to wear a shirt with something unknown written on it?
Pictures have different meanings in different cultures. Stick with solid colors, stripes, or pretty designs.
• Anything cheap or fragile (One box had a white skinned, red-haired porcelain doll in it…)

•

Approach filling a shoebox like you would approach picking out a gift for a friend’s child, not as an opportunity
to unload stuff you don’t want.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS
Results of the Forks’ 2

nd

The Forks held their 2nd
Annual Chili Cook Off on
Friday, October 7th! The
challenging chili makers were: John
McKinley, Jan Mulberger, Craig
Shumaker, Erika Snyder, Tom
Darnall and Rebecca McClintock.
Each of the chilis were passed
out one a time to be tasted and
judged on Smell, Flavor, Thickness
and Color.
Each chili was unique and
delicious, and there was nail-biting
anticipation as the six chefs eagerly
awaited the tally!

Annual Chili Cook Off!
The scores were very close, and
the results came in as follows:
1st Place: John McKinley
2nd Place Tie: Tom Darnall
Erika Snyder
Honorable mention and thank
you to the other participants.
The 1st place winner received a
black, “Chili Master 2022” apron.
The challenge is on for next year!

Winner (again!) - John McKinley

Pastor Appreciation Lunch held Sunday, October 23rd

The beautiful cake is thanks to Forks member, and
our long-time professional cake baker, Pam McNeal!

Left to Right: Kathy & Pastor Dan Stewart, Elder Glenn
McClintock, Sara & Pastor Wesley Grubb

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and Pastor Wesley and Sara, along with Pastor Dan and Kathy were
honored with a Pastor Appreciation Lunch, and presented with monetary gifts from their church family. Our
Forks family is very blessed and appreciative of these two special couples who are so integral to our church.
Thank you to our Fellowship Committee for providing a vast variety of sandwiches, chips, pickles and beverages;
and to Pam McNeal for the beautifully decorated and delicious cake!
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS
Order Your Christmas Poinsettias
It has been a long standing
tradition at The Forks to place
poinsettias in the sanctuary in
memory of or in honor of
loved ones.
This year we will again be
offering 6 inch pot multiflower poinsettias from Ford’s
Gre e n house s for your
convenience.
Cost per plant is $8.25.
Cash or Check (payable to
“Ford’s Greenhouses”) must
accompany your order.

Deadline to order is
Sunday, December 4th
If you plan to purchase
your own poinsettia, please
mark it with your name.
The flowers will be in the
sanctuary on Sunday,
December 11th for our
Christmas Program.
There will be an insert in
the bulletin with your
flower dedications listed.

Watch the Sunday
bulletins, beginning
November 20th, for the
order forms.

Sunday, November 27th — Let’s Decorate Our Church!
Your Help Is Needed…..

12:00 PM Meet in Fellowship Hall
Please plan to stay after worship to decorate our church for
the Christmas season! ‘Many hands make light work!’
Light refreshments and drinks will be provided. Christmas Music will be playing!
Bake and bring some cookies to share and get into the spirit of Christmas!
We are looking for a few more volunteers to be part of the ‘Decorating Team’ to be
responsible for the scheduling, coordinating, and carrying out the Christmas decorating each year. .
If you are willing to be a part of the team, kindly see or call Karen Hall, 908-797-0940, or email
Karen.Hall@forkschurch.org, or the church office.

Annual Christmas Dinner Sunday, December 11th
With
the
busy
Christmas season upon us,
mark your calendars now
so you won’t miss our
annual Christmas Dinner.
Dinner will follow the
worship service, which will
be our Christmas Program.
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Watch for the sign-up
inserts in the bulletin
beginning Nov. 11th, to
reserve your family’s place
for dinner.

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
NEW: Thursday Music Nights
Thursday’s Music Night is Open to ALL.
Join us at 6:45 Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall.
We begin right at 6:45 and open with prayer and a devotional.
After a short warm up with the hymns for Sunday, we will rotate each week between
Hymn Singing, where anyone can choose and call out a piece to sing. Other weeks
we have contemporary praise music that is chosen beforehand. At 7:30 we will sing
one final song together, and our musicians will use the remaining time to prepare their
music for Sunday.
Please feel free to stay after with a cup of tea and quiet conversation.
Every week will be a time of musical fellowship, whether you sing, or just make a joyful
noise, or just hum along!
Come and be part of our mid-week worship time! God will receive all the worship, and we
enjoy good fellowship and encouragement.

Forks Church Family Cookbook Available
The Fellowship Team gathered over 200 favorite recipes from our church family and
put them together in this personalized cookbook!
The cost of the Cookbooks is $10 each.
They would make a nice gift for your holiday gift-giving – (try new recipes for
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner!)
Purchase Forms are on the large information table in the Gathering Room, and at the
Cookbook display on the Secret Sister gift table. Kindly fill out of form indicating how
many cookbooks you wish to purchase, and place it in the Fellowship mailbox or in an offering box,
and make arrangements to pick them up, or see Karen Hall or Glady Toth to obtain your cookbooks.
Cookbooks are instantly available through Glady in the church office. Stop in and get yours!

Coffee & Tea Available for Sunday School & Fellowship
Our Fellowship Team has coffee & tea available in the Gathering Room at 8:50 AM,
if you would like to grab a cup before Sunday School. It will remain there for our
fellowship time, approximately 10:00-10:20 AM (or until it runs out), so you can enjoy
a cup prior to worship.
We do ask that you do not take any into the sanctuary.
A special “Thank You” to Carolyn Laskowski who has graciously been providing this
service over the years, and to Sara Grubb who fills in when Carolyn isn’t available.

Looking Ahead….
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Saturday, December 24th at 7:00p.m.
New Year’s Eve Communion Service
Saturday, December 31st at 8:00p.m.
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Youth Group News
Youth Schedule through December 2022
Youth Group is Open to ALL kids ages 10 years thru grade 12.
If you have any questions about our youth program, please feel free to contact:
Diane Shumaker, 484-880-1267; shumakers@comcast.net
Glady Toth, 610-733-1371; office@forkschurch.org

NOVEMBER 18th - Youth Game Night!
Friday 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Meet at The Manse — home of Israel & Victoria Sanchez
Snacks will be provided.
Kindly text Ms. Diane or Ms. Glady, or email the church office,
to advise if you can or cannot attend. Thank you!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Christmas Party & Gift Exchange, Sun., Dec. 9
The Annual Youth Christmas Party will be held at the home of Diane &
Craig Shumaker on Sunday, December 9, from 6:00-8:00 PM.
Bring a gift costing no more than $5.00, for the “White Elephant”
Gift Exchange. Wrap the gift but do not put a “To” or “From” name tag on it.
More details will be emailed to families with youth.

More FUN Coming in 2023! Stay Tuned….
Give Us Ideas of What You
Would Like to Do!
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Go-Karts!

Opportunities to Give
Food Items/Drinks for the West Brandywine Police
A great, big “Thank
You” to everyone who
h a s
b e e n
contributing snacks and
drinks to the West
Brandywine Police
Department. The officers
are very appreciative of
the donations and enjoy
the snacks immensely.
They do not last long!

Here is a suggested list of
items:

• Propel water
• cans or bottles of Coke,
•

•
•
•
•

Coke Zero, Pepsi, iced tea
Clif Builders Protein
Bars, Pure Protein bars or
other protein bars
microwavable frozen
individual pizzas
frozen breakfast
sandwiches
frozen individual meals
Individual snacks such as
potato chips, candy, trail
mix, Chex mix, etc.

• paper plates. plastic

silverware, also
needed
There is a designated
bin in the Gathering
Room for donations.
Label frozen items for
“WB Police” and place
them in the kitchen
freezer.

Thank you!

Deacons Ministry - The Annual Giving Tree is Up! — October 30
The Annual Giving Tree
The Deacons have put up the annual
Giving Tree in the Gathering Room.
The Giving Tree represents our
commitment and responsibility to
follow Christ’s example: ‘Giving to
the Needy’ (Matthew 6:1-4) says, “Be
careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If
you do, you will have no reward from
your Father in heaven. So when you give
to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by men. I tell you the truth, they
have received their reward in full. But
when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand
is doing, so that your giving may be in
secret. Then your Father, who sees what
is done in secret, will reward you.” (NIV)

We are supporting three local
ministries this year--Camp at Old
Mill Kids, Chester County
Migrant Ministry and Bridge of
Hope. Gift tags for specific gifts
will be on the tree. When you take
a tag off the tree, be sure to write
your name in the corresponding
space on that ministry's clipboard.
Please return the gifts on or
before the date requested on the
tags. Purchase and wrap a gift,
(note: Gift Cards* for Bridge of
Hope are not to be wrapped, as
indicated on the back of the tag)
and bring the gift in and put it
under the tree during the month
of November.
Thank you for being a blessing.

Please return the gifts on or
before the requested date on the tag.

* Gift Cards are to be placed in
Kathy Wills’ church box,
or handed directly to her.

Direct any questions to Kathy Wills.

December/January Newsletter Deadline - Monday, Nov. 21st
Kindly Email all announcements, articles, events, schedules, etc.,
to the church office
no later than Monday, November 21st.
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7:00 PM Trustees

10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion

No Sunday Night Prayer
Hour

10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion

Education

27 9:00 AM Adult

4:00 PM Family Fun
Event w/artist Elva
Hurst

10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion

7:00 PM Session

3:30 PM Deacons

Daytimers Game Day

28 10:30 AM The

& American Heritage
Girls

21 7:00 PM Trail Life

23 No Bible Study

29

30 7:00 PM Bible Study

24

Education

20 9:00 AM Adult

Study in FH—last one for
2022

25

6:00 PM Youth Game
Night at Manor House

4:30 PM Karate

Breakfast at Church

6:00 PM Designer Bag
Bingo

4:30 PM Karate

16 7:00 PM Bible Study 17 1:00 PM Ladies Bible 18 6:00 AM Men’s

6:45 PM Music Night Open to All

Study in FH

Breakfast at Church

4:30 PM Karate

Breakfast at Church

4 6:00 AM Men’s

Fri

10 1:00 PM Ladies Bible 11 6:00 AM Men’s

6:45 PM Music Night Open to All

Study in FH

3 1:00 PM Ladies Bible

Thu

6:45 PM Music Night Open to All

22

15

9 No Bible Study

2 7:00 PM Bible Study

1 7:00 PM Fellowship

8

Wed

Tue

No Sunday Night Prayer
Hour

Education

14 10:30 AM The

Daytimers Game Day

American Heritage Girls

7 7:00 PM Trail Life &

Mon

13 9:00 AM Adult

6:00 PM Sunday Night
Prayer Hour

10:30 AM Worship w/
Holy Communion

Education

6 9:00 AM Adult

Sun

NOVEMBER 2022

26

Trail Life Leaf Clean Up

19 9:30 AM Karate

12 9:30 AM Karate

5 9:30 AM Karate

Sat

ADULT BIRTHDAYS
1 - Steven Manness
2– Rebecca McClintock
3 - Peg (Mike) Erdmann
Staci Miller
Herb Warner
7 - Bob Ford
8 - Lydia Wills
10 - Kevin Kuhn
11 - Lisa Fleager
14 - Matt Westervelt
16 - Marie Kuhn
22 - Dawn Ammon
25 - Janice Williams
28 - John Darnall

Children to Sr. Teens
20 - Keyin Rigg (13)

22 - Lisa and Rob Westervelt

Apologies for the Omission in the October Newsletter….

16 - Karen and Kyle Hall
(married for 18 years)
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THOUGHTS & SMILES

Little Word, BIG Difference
God says to give thanks in everything. That doesn’t mean
you need to give thanks for everything. You don’t need to
give thanks for that bad day. Or for that bad relationship.
Or being passed over at work. Financial hardship.
Whatever it is — you are not to give thanks for the
difficulties but rather in the difficulties.

The Generosity Cycle
God makes us rich in every way so
we can be generous on every occasion,
which will result in thanksgiving to
God. ... God doesn't bless us to
provide for our own needs; he blesses
us so we can be generous.

—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11)

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those
little bits of good put all together that overwhelm
the world.”
—Bishop Desmond Tutu

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having
more. If you concentrate on what you don’t have, you will
never, ever have enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey

“What you do makes a difference, and you have to
decide what kind of difference you want to make.”
—Jane Goodal

Page 12

That is a very important distinction, and one I think we
often miss. Giving thanks in everything shows a heart of
faith that God is bigger than the difficulties and that he
can use them, if you approach him with the right heart
and spirit, for your good and his glory.
—Tony Evans

Thank You, Veterans!
On Veterans Day, we
honor men and women
who’ve served and
sacrificed in one of
America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918,
America and her allies
signed a truce with
German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919,
President Wilson decided the United States should
remember with gratitude the end of that war and
honor military members by marking Armistice Day,
or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name
to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for
peace, justice and freedom throughout the world.
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity
among all nations and for the day when “nation will
not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).

KID’S PAGE
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NEWSLETTER
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F ORK S O F THE B RAN D YW IN E
P RESBYTE RIAN C HU R C H
(EP C)
1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

Volunteers Needed to Put Up Christmas Decorations!
Sunday, November 27th - 12:00 Noon
We are looking for individuals who are willing to put up
Christmas decorations around the church on Sunday,
November 27th, after worship.
Everyone is invited to stay
refreshments and to join
our church for the

after worship for light
in the festivities of decorating
Christmas season.

If you are willing to help organize/lead the decorating, or bake some cookies, please
see or call/text Karen Hall, 908-797-0940, or Glady Toth — call the church office.

Remember to Turn Your Clocks BACK
an hour before going to bed Saturday night,
November 5th!!
Daylight Savings Time Ends on Sunday,
November 6th, at 2:00 AM.

