Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church (EPC)

The Living News
From the Pastor’s Pen

N OVE MB E R 2021

A Gospel of Repentance
One of the most important elements of the gospel is repentance. Isaiah 55 emphasizes this
element in vv. 6-7, “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD,
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” If you
want to know what repentance is, we have here the two parts of repentance clearly stated.
First, we must forsake our wicked ways. We must leave behind the life of sin that we used
to live. A life of sin doesn’t just mean doing horrible and immoral things all day, every day.
That’s only one kind of sinful life. The other kind is a life of self-righteousness. This kind of
sinful life is more deceptive because self-righteousness can often look very religious and
respectable. But if we are living for self instead of Christ, for the things of this world instead
of the things of God, we are living a life of sin. The Bible says, “Do not love the world or the
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John
2:15). “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4).
So wickedness can take two forms. It can look like debauchery, or it can look like decency.
It is easy to tell that grotesquely immoral people are living a life of sin, but the nice, kind,
decent people you know, who think they’re doing just fine without Jesus, are also living a life
of sin. Either way, the Bible says the ways of both are wicked, and the gospel calls all of us—
both the unrighteous and the self-righteous—to forsake such ways. To forsake means to
renounce wicked ways, turn away from a life of sin, and leave that old life and those old ways
behind. If you claim to follow Jesus and have not forsaken your wicked ways, you are not
really his follower. How do I know? Because Jesus does not lead his people down a wicked
path. So if you are walking on a wicked path, you are going the opposite direction of Jesus;
therefore, you cannot be his follower.
This leads to the second part of repentance. Once you have forsaken your wicked ways,
you have to turn around and start walking in a new direction—the direction of obedience to
Jesus. Again, Isaiah 55:6-7, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the LORD.” Notice that word “return.” That’s the central idea
behind the word repent. It means to turn around, to change course, to go in a new direction,
to take a different path. Once you leave behind your wicked ways and forsake the life of sin,
you change your ways and take up a new life of righteousness. You begin to walk in the ways
of Jesus, to live like he lived, to walk as he walked. “Whoever says he abides in [Christ] ought
to walk in the same way in which he walked” (1 John 2:6). The life of repentance is marked
by steady growth in godly living.
When we repent, we forsake the life of sin and return to the God of the gospel, the God
of mercy, grace, and forgiveness. In repentance, we fall on our face before God, in brokenness
over our sinful hearts and lives, we cry out for his mercy and grace, and we receive his free
forgiveness and full salvation by faith alone in Christ alone. But that’s not the end of the
story. God also gives us his Holy Spirit so that we then rise to our feet with new hearts in our
chest, new freedom in our will, a new purpose in our life, a new resolve in our mind, and new
power in our soul to begin walking down a new path—to take up our cross daily and follow
Jesus, our new Lord.
This is the biblical gospel. It is the gospel of a Jesus who is both Savior and Lord. Anything
else is a false gospel that cannot save. Which gospel do you believe? Have you truly repented?
Are there any wicked ways you still need to forsake? Check yourself: are you truly following
Jesus?
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Operation Christmas Child — Please Fill a Shoebox!
Our Shoebox Drive comes
to an end on Sunday, Nov.
14th. Pre-printed shoeboxes
are available on the table in
the Gathering Room at the
Operation Christmas Child
display and on the landing
to the sanctuary.

You Can Bring
FILLED
Shoeboxes In Until
Monday,
November 15th

If you choose not to
fill a shoebox, perhaps
you can help to cover the
cost of shipping our
shoeboxes.

If you are able, kindly
consider providing a check or
cash to sponsor one or more
boxes. Your donation can be
in any amount.
Checks for shipping are to
be made out to: “Samaritan’s
Purse”, with a note on the
memo line, “ Shoeboxes”.
Operation Christmas Child
demonstrates God’s love to
hurting Children. Will you
help to support their efforts?

Please pray for this
ministry and all the
hurting children. Pray
that these shoeboxes
will provide the clear
message of God’s love to
each child who receives
a box.
Thank you for sharing
God’s love and making
a difference in the lives
of millions of children
around the world!

Samaritan ’s P urse
requests a fee of $9.00 for
each box to cover the cost of
shipping. Donation
envelopes are on the landing
and at the display.

SUGGESTED SHOEBOX ITEMS:
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: Pens, pencils and pencil sharpeners, crayons or markers, stamps and
ink pad sets, small writing pads or paper, (Please note that composition books do not fit in shoeboxes)
TOYS: Small cars or trucks, small balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, jump ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch,
toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc.
OTHER: T-Shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, watches, flashlights with extra batteries, sippy cups,
small melmac or hard plastic bowl, etc.

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy knives, guns or military figures;
chocolate or food; no candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items, no toothpaste.

Other Not So Good Gift Ideas::
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

–

-

-

Trail Life Troop 1:9
Troop 1:9 had their traditional fall campout at Hibernia Park at the end of September. The Woodlands boys had a
great time hiking all over the park with their hand made walking sticks. Everyone enjoyed delicious food cooked on a
camp stove. The dads cook for the younger boys, but the Navigators and Adventurers divide into patrols and cook for
themselves. Sometimes that leads to wonderful meals, other times someone might burn the pancakes or the bacon!
But it's always a learning experience.

On Saturday night, the troop was joined by members of the Downingtown VFW for a Flag Retirement Ceremony.
This is always a very solemn and moving occasion.

-

Both Trail Life & American Heritage Girls troop meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:00p.m.

Youth Group News
Youth Schedule through December 2021
Youth Group is Open to ALL kids ages 10 years thru grade 12.
If you have any questions about our youth program, please feel free to contact:
Diane Shumaker, 484-880-1267; shumakers@comcast.net
Glady Toth, 610-733-1371; office@forkschurch.org

Friday 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Meet at The Bowling Palace in Downingtown.
Rental Shoes, Pizza & Soda Provided!
More details were emailed to families with youth.

The Annual Youth Christmas Party will be held at the home of Diane &
Craig Shumaker on Sunday, December 10, from 6:00-8:00 PM.
Bring a gift costing no more than $5.00, for the “White Elephant”
gift exchange. Wrap the gift but do not put a “To” or “From” name tag on it.
More details will be emailed to families with youth.

Opportunities to Give
Food Items/Drinks for the West Brandywine Police
A great, big “Thank You”
to everyone who has been
contributing snacks and
drinks to the West
Brandywine Police
Department. The officers
are very appreciative of
the donations and enjoy
the snacks immensely.
They do not last long!

Here is a suggested list of
items:

· cans or bottles of Coke,

Coke Zero, Pepsi, iced tea
· Clif Builders Protein

·
·
·
·

Bars, Pure Protein bars or
other protein bars
microwavable frozen
individual pizzas
frozen breakfast
sandwiches
frozen individual meals
Individual snacks such as
potato chips, candy, trail
mix, Chex mix, etc.

· paper plates. plastic

silverware, also
needed
There is a designated
bin in the Gathering
Room for donations.
Label frozen items for
“WB Police” and place
them in the kitchen
freezer.
Thank you!

· Propel water

Deacons Ministry - The Annual Giving Tree Is Up!!
The Annual Giving Tree is Up!
The Deacons have put up the annual
Giving Tree in the Gathering Room.
The Giving Tree represents our
commitment and responsibility to
follow Christ’s example: ‘Giving to
the Needy’ (Matthew 6:1-4) says, “Be
careful not to do your ’acts of
righteousness’ before men, to be seen by
them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven. So when you
give to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by men. I tell you the truth, they
have received their reward in full. But
when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand
is doing, so that your giving may be in
secret. Then your Father, who sees what
is done in secret, will reward you.” (NIV)

This year we will again be
collecting gifts for children and
families from Bridge of Hope,
Chester County Corrections
Gospel Mission, Chester County
Migrant Ministry, and The
Salvation Army.
You will see tags and angels on
the tree with the suggested gifts
listed on them. We ask that you
take a tag or angel, write your
name and the # listed on the tag All gifts are due under the tree
on the corresponding clipboard. no later than December 1st.
Purchase and wrap a gift, (note:
Gift Cards* for Bridge of Hope
are not to be wrapped, as
indicated on the back of the tag)
and bring it in and put it under
the tree during the month of
November.

* Gift Cards are to be placed in
Kathy Wills’ church box,
or handed directly to her.

December/January Newsletter Deadline - Monday, Nov. 22
Kindly Email all announcements, articles, events, schedules, etc., to the church office
no later than Monday, Nov. 22nd.
THANK YOU!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS
st

Results of the Forks’ 1 Annual Chili Cook Off!
The Forks held their first
Annual Chili Cook Off on
Friday, October 17th! The
challenging chili makers were:
Tom Darnall, John McKinley,
Karen Hall, Glady Toth, Lisa
Hartman and Sara Grubb.
Each of the chilis were passed
out one a time to be tasted and
judged on Smell, Flavor, Thickness and Color.
Each chili was unique and
delicious, and there was nailbiting anticipation as the six
chefs eagerly awaited the tally!

The scores were very close, and
the results came in as follows:
1st Place: John McKinley
2nd Place: Sara Grubb
3rd Place: Lisa Hartman
Honorable mention and thank
you to the other participants.
The 1st place winner received
the Forks Chili Cook Off apron,
which John can print his name
on, but which will be passed on
to the winner of next year’s cook
off. The challenge is on for next
year!

Sara Grubb, John McKinley, Lisa Hartman

Secret Sister & Ladies Fellowship Ministry
T h e
Forks has
a Secret
Sister
M i n is tr y
that now begins in March each
year. Ladies are encouraged to
sign up with a form and once
you receive your secret sister, you
are asked to pray for her
throughout the year and give her
a card and/or small token gift
each month. The Secret Sister

Reveal and 2022 Sign Up will
be in March 2022, this year
with a Spring Party, where the
ladies gather over refreshments
and exchange gifts with other,
revealing themselves to their
secret sisters.
All ladies are invited to
prayerfully consider being a
part of this ministry in 2022.
We would like to expand the
ministry and in 2022 plan to
hold several Ladies Fellowship

Get-Togethers at the church
throughout the year, and need
volunteers to help plan and
“host” these events.
Please contact Glady Toth
in the church office, or SteveAnn Van Wyk, 484-883-4870,
if you are interested in being a
part of this awesome women's
ministry in 2022.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS
-

-

-

-

-

Forks Church Family Cookbook - Order Now!

-

Coffee Available for Sunday School & Fellowship
-

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS
Ladies Evening - “Forks Got Talent” Night November 30th

Forks Got Talent Night
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 5:30 PM
Calling all ladies!

Contact Kathy Rigg, 610-842-8176, or mkrigg@comcast.net,
with questions about registration.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS
Order Your Christmas Poinsettias
It has been a long standing
tradition at The Forks to place
poinsettias in the sanctuary in
memory of or in honor of
loved ones.
This year we will again be
offering 6 inch pot multiflower poinsettias from Ford’s
Gre e n h ouse s for your
convenience.
Cost per plant is $7.75.
Cash or Check (payable to
“Ford’s Greenhouses”) must
accompany your order.

Deadline to order is
Sunday, December 5th
If you plan to purchase
your own poinsettia, please
mark it with your name.
The flowers will be in the
sanctuary on Sunday,
December 12th for our
Christmas Program.
There will be an insert in
the bulletin with your
flower dedications listed.

Watch the Sunday
bulletins, beginning
November 14th, for the
order forms.

Sunday, November 28th — Let’s Decorate Our Church!
Your Help Is Needed…..
12:00 PM Meet in Fellowship Hall
Please plan to stay after worship to decorate our church for
the Christmas season! ‘Many hands make light work!’
Light refreshments and drinks will be provided. Christmas Music will be
playing! Bake and bring some cookies to share and get into the spirit of Christmas!
We are looking for a few more volunteers to be part of the ‘Decorating Team’ to
be responsible for the scheduling, coordinating, and carrying out the Christmas
decorating each year. .
If you are willing to be a part of the team, kindly see or call Karen Hall,
908-797-0940, or email Karen.Hall@forkschurch.org, or the church office.

Annual Christmas Dinner Sunday, December 12th
With
the
busy
Christmas season upon us,
mark your calendars now
so you won’t miss our
annual Christmas Dinner.
Dinner will follow the
worship service, which will
be our Christmas Program.

Watch for the sign-up
inserts in the bulletin
beginning Nov. 14th, to
reserve your family’s place
for dinner.

NOVEMBER 2021

–

-

–
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

THOUGHTS & SMILES

Little Word, BIG Difference
God says to give thanks in everything. That doesn’t mean
you need to give thanks for everything. You don’t need to
give thanks for that bad day. Or for that bad relationship.
Or being passed over at work. Financial hardship.
Whatever it is — you are not to give thanks for the
difficulties but rather in the difficulties.

The Generosity Cycle
God makes us rich in every way so
we can be generous on every occasion,
which will result in thanksgiving to
God. ... God doesn't bless us to
provide for our own needs; he blesses
us so we can be generous.
—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11)

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those
little bits of good put all together that overwhelm
the world.”
—Bishop Desmond Tutu

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having
more. If you concentrate on what you don’t have, you will
never, ever have enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey

“What you do makes a difference, and you have to
decide what kind of difference you want to make.”
—Jane Goodal

That is a very important distinction, and one I think we
often miss. Giving thanks in everything shows a heart of
faith that God is bigger than the difficulties and that he
can use them, if you approach him with the right heart
and spirit, for your good and his glory.
—Tony Evans

Thank You, Veterans!
On Veterans Day, we
honor men and women
who’ve served and
sacrificed in one of
America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918,
America and her allies
signed a truce with
German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919,
President Wilson decided the United States should
remember with gratitude the end of that war and
honor military members by marking Armistice Day,
or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name
to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for
peace, justice and freedom throughout the world.
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity
among all nations and for the day when “nation will
not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).
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1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343
Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

We are looking for individuals who are willing to put up
Christmas decorations around the church on Sunday,
November 28th, after worship.
Everyone is invited to stay
refreshments and to join
our church for the

after worship for light
in the festivities of decorating
Christmas season.

If you are willing to help organize/lead the decorating, or bake some cookies, please
see or call Karen Hall,
- —

Remember to Turn Your Clocks BACK
an hour before going to bed Saturday night,
November 6th!!
Daylight Savings Time Ends on Sunday,
November 7th, at 2:00 AM.

