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In both of Paul’s letters to Timothy, he advocates for Christians to fight, and to fight
well. Listen to Paul’s words: “But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. FIGHT (emphasis added) the
good fight of the faith” (1 Tim.6:11-12a). Again, “I have fought the GOOD FIGHT
(emphasis added)…” (2 Tim.4:7a). The fact that Paul mentions the necessity of fighting
assumes there’s a battle, a war, a conflict. Indeed, Christians are in a conflict and battle. Paul
says, “For your battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers…over this present
darkness” (Eph.6:12). From the Scriptures view, it’s not whether you’re in a conflict, it’s how
you deal with conflict. It’s not whether you’re in a fight, it’s how you’re fighting—is it with the
mind, actions, and character of Christ, or in your own flesh?
Over the course of my sabbatical, as well as upon my return, the theme of conflict has
surfaced numerous times. On the one hand, conflict is normal. It is to be expected. We
just saw in the passages above that conflict is a given. It’s part of what makes up the
environment in which God has placed us within a depraved and fallen world. It’s part of
what God uses to shape history and to sanctify his people.

·

·

Fighting the Good Fight

We all feel conflict. Whether it’s in marriage, family relationships, the government,
society, and yes, the church—conflict is inevitable. It should not surprise us. In fact, God
seeks to use conflict as a way to shape us in the image of Christ. One author put it this way:
“God allows conflicts in order to humble us, test us, and create spiritual growth within us.
Christians as well as non-Christians have conflicts; the difference is in the way we (believers)
handle them.” Those words are crucial and worth repeating: “the difference is in the way we
handle them” (conflicts).
As you know, this year marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. The
Reformation was full of conflict—conflict that led to division within the church. However, I
would argue that such division was necessary in order to re-claim and preserve the truth of
God’s Word, the gospel, and the sufficiency of Christ’s saving work as the only grounds for
salvation. But most conflict that takes place, whether in marriage, family, or the church, is
not worth dividing over. Actually, when I think about it (though my memory is not perfect),
in my 15 years of marriage and 12 years of pastoral ministry, I can’t think of one instance of
conflict that was worth dividing over.
Conflict can be used to shape believers as they learn to forgive, overlook offense, and
grow in sharpening one another. However, when conflict is not dealt with in a Christ-like,
biblical way, it leads to a distraction from the mission that Jesus gave the church. Thus,
when people become embroiled in non-essentials or personal preferences, one wonders how
important the mission of Christ is to such people. We would do well to consider the
insignificance of our personal preferences over non-essentials in light of the deep
significance of the essentials and mission of Christ.
Why is unity (especially in the church) so important to Christ? Consider Jesus’ words in
John 17, a portion of scripture in which Jesus is praying for all believers.
(continued on next page…)
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He prays to the Father saying, “I pray…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn.17:20-21). Unity, oneness, & love
among Christians is so important because it reflects the nature of God. Think about how profound that is—Jesus
desires for brothers and sisters in Christ to be one, because their relationship reflects the kind of God they worship and
serve. He is a Triune God—One God, in three persons. He is three persons, but One. He is Tri-Unity. So, when
believers are living in unity—forgiving one another (Col.3:13), overlooking an offense (Prov.17:9,14; 19:11), speaking
well of one another (Eph.4:29), they are bearing witness and reflecting the wonderful character of God.
So much more could be said about the subject of conflict, but let me provide just a few passages from God’s Word
that might provide encouragement, conviction, or counsel to those facing a conflict. First, Ephesians 4:29 says “Let no
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear.” And Philippians 2:3-4: Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interest of others.” If
you’re facing conflict, consider Paul’s words. The Lord puts a great premium on being humble and seeing others as
having more significance than oneself. He is not impressed, nor pleased, when his people insist on seeking to win an
argument or make a point—even if the point may be valid. People experience so much conflict in life because their
personal views become more important than the actual people to whom they’re seeking to make the point. Conflict is
rarely about who’s right or wrong—it’s more often about ego and power. Take Paul’s words to heart and ask some
questions: Do the interests of others come before my own? Am I demonstrating humility? Are my words helpful for
building up?
Another passage from God’s Word: 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 says, “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”
What a challenge—love does not insist on its own way. Wow! How much conflict is the result of people insisting on
their own way? Before anything else, true love has the interest of God in mind.
Colossians 3:13 says, “bear with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgive each other; as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all this put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony.” Sometimes, bitterness, anger, or resentment can take hold in our life. Like a tumor or cancer, it becomes a
part of us and can even grow, taking over our identity. But there’s an answer—there’s a remedy to that cancer. And it is
forgiveness.
One author says the following about forgiveness: “A definition for forgiveness could be -- giving up my right to
hurt you, for hurting me. It is impossible to live on this fallen planet without getting hurt, offended, misunderstood, lied
to, and rejected. Learning how to respond properly is one of the basics of the Christian life. The word “forgive” means
to wipe the slate clean, to pardon, to cancel a debt. When we wrong someone, we seek his or her forgiveness in order
for the relationship to be restored. It is important to remember that forgiveness is not granted because a person deserves to be forgiven. Instead, it is an act of love, mercy, and grace.” We (true Christians) are called to forgive because
God, in Jesus Christ, has forgiven us.
So, if you’re in a conflict, consider the counsel of God’s Word. Perhaps, talk with a trusted believer for biblical
wisdom. Fight to have a high view of others. See the good in others. Place a much greater priority on the essentials of
the faith than on personal preferences or non-essentials. Ask for forgiveness from others; and forgive, as the Lord has
forgiven you. Through it all, “fight the good fight of the faith” (1 Tim.6:11-12) in such a way that Jesus would say,
“well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt.25:23).
Your Pastor, seeking to fight the good fight,
Will Snyder

One of the areas most central to the life of the church here at
the Forks is Worship. In fact, it’s also central to the
continued development of the Forks vision, and is reflected in our
vision statement: Glorifying Christ in Joyful Community, through
WORSHIP, Word, and Witness. The public, weekly gathering of the
saints is arguably the most important act the church is to carry
out—to worship and exalt together the One, True God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Indeed, the reason missions
and evangelism takes place is to serve the greater act of bringing people into worship and adoration of God.
Within the context of Sunday worship are many elements—a call to worship, prayer, confession, the Lord’s Supper, preaching, and yes, SINGING! One of the blessings I’ve enjoyed while Pastoring the Forks is hearing the voices
of the saints in singing and praising the Lord. But in the past 25 years or so, all around the country, many churches
have faced “worship wars”—issues surrounding what songs to sing and how to sing them.
While I’ve enjoyed adding some more modern songs (and we will continue to do so) to those we sing from
Hymnals, there’s something valuable about having a Hymnal. Below is an article given to me by a friend. It’s about
what churches may lose when they give up their hymnals. It’s by Tim Challies. Enjoy!
What We Lost When We Lost Our Hymnals

By Tim Challies

I don’t think we should go back to using hymnals. But I do think there’s value in considering what we lost when,
over the course of a relatively short period of time, we gave up hymnals for PowerPoint projection. Not all of us,
mind you, but most of us. It’s worth considering because it helpfully shows what we stand to lose when we switch
from one media to another, and especially when we do so quickly and without due consideration.
If we were to go back in time twenty or thirty years, we would find that most churches had hymnals. They had
hymnals because it was the best way of providing each member of the congregation with a copy of the songs. You’d
hear it in every church: “Take out your hymnal and turn to hymn 154…” And then hymnals went the way of the
dodo and we began to look instead to words projected on a screen. Here is some of what we lost along the way.
We lost an established body of songs. Hymnals communicated that a church had an established collection of songs.
This, in turn, communicated that its songs were vetted carefully and added to its repertoire only after careful
consideration. After all, great songs are not written every day and their worth is proven only over time. Therefore,
new hymns would be chosen carefully and added to new editions of the hymnal only occasionally. Churches would
update their hymnals, and, therefore, their established body of songs, only once every ten or fifteen years.
We lost a deep knowledge of our songs. When we removed the hymnal, we gained the ability to add new songs to our
repertoire whenever we encounter one we deem worthy. And we do—we add new songs all the time. As we add new
songs with greater regularity, we sing old songs with less frequency. This reduces our familiarity with our songs so
that today we have far fewer of them fixed in our minds and hearts. Few congregations could sing even the greatest
hymns without that PowerPoint screen.
We lost the ability to do harmonies. Hymnody grew up at a time when instrumentation took a back seat to the voice.
Hymns were most often written so they could be sung a cappella or with minimal instrumentation. For that reason,
hymnals almost invariably included the music for both melody and harmonies and congregations learned to sing the
parts. The loss of the hymnal and the associated rise of the worship band has reduced our ability to harmonize and,
in that way, to sing to the fullest of our abilities.
It often seems like all we want from the congregation is their enthusiasm.
(continued on next page...)

We lost the ability to sing skillfully. As congregations have lost their knowledge of their songs, they have lost the ability
to sing them well. We tend to compensate for our poorly-sung songs by cranking up the volume of the musical
accompaniment. The loss of the voice has given rise to the gain of the amplifier. This leads to our music being
dominated by a few instrumentalists and perhaps a pair of miced-up vocalists while the larger congregation plays
only a meager role. In fact, it often seems like all we want from the congregation is their enthusiasm.
We lost the ability to have the songs in our homes. Hymnals usually lived at the church, resting from Monday to Saturday
in the little pockets on the back of the pews. But people also bought their own and took them home so the family
could have that established body of songs there as well. Families would often sing together as part of their family
worship. It is easy to imagine a family singing “It Is Well With My Soul” after eating dinner together, but almost
impossible to imagine them singing, “Oceans.”
It is probably too late to go back to the hymnal. I am not at all convinced we ought to. But it is still worth
considering what we lost along the way and how congregational singing has been utterly transformed by what
may appear to have been a simple and practical switch in the media. That little change from book to screen
changed nearly everything.

Communion Ministry for the Homebound
The Forks has ministry to provide communion to those unable to
attend worship. Communion to those homebound, or unable to attend worship,
will take place quarterly and be provided by different elders, deacons, as well as
the Pastor. Contact deacon, Erika Snyder, 484-880-1271, or the church office,
at: 610-942-2626.

Session Shout Out
At the August Stated Meeting of the Session, two important discussions
took place.

From
the
Session

First, Phase I (demolition) of the renovation of the Meet & Greet area is now
complete. As discussed at Town Hall Meetings and Annual Meetings of the
Congregation, the Session will soon be establishing a Design & Needs Committee—
a planning committee—to begin working on plans for Phase II.
Proposed plans from that committee will then be submitted to the Session for
its consideration and approval.
Anyone interested in participating in the work of the committee should contact
Mac McCarty, the Clerk of Session.

Second, the session will be meeting for an all day retreat in October to pray about and consider ways of developing
the Forks Vision--focusing on how we will more effectively cultivate disciple-making at the Forks. Special attention
is being given on how to better develop, strengthen, and shepherd the Life Group ministry, and to equip and
strengthen Life Group leaders. The Session asks you to pray for this important meeting.

Missions Reports Luncheon
Sunday, September 24, 2017 - 12:00 Noon
Mark Your Calendars Now! You won’t want to miss the
reports, testimonies and slideshow presentations from both the
youth trip to Wilmington, North Carolina, and the adult mission
trip to Bolivia.
The youth did home repairs for the ‘elderly, widows, single parents
and those who exhibit poor health due to disabilities or illness’, and
assisted with Vacation Bible School. The Forks Team consisted of: Adults: Craig & Nakea Morris, Rodney Rigg and Diane Shumaker.
Youth: Isaac and Lydia Wills, John Darnall, Eric Connor, Quincy
Majors, Colin Craig, Jen Chilla, Marissa Kuhn, Cindy Kuhn, Bekah
Kuhn and Ciara Morris.
The Bolivia team did various ministries in 10 remote villages in 5
days… phew! These ministries included personal testimonies, home
visits, one-on-one witnessing, giving out eyeglasses, medical checks, a
puppet show ministry, a 2-day church leadership training conference.
The Forks Team consisted of: Glenn & Rebecca McClintock with Eric
Connor, Glady Toth, Dave Bowers and Craig Morris.

Youth teams in Wilmington, NC, where they
worked with Port City Project

Come and enjoy a full luncheon and show your support and
appreciation to these teams for their ministry work.

Dave Bowers & Interpreter, Israel

The Whole Team headed for Lomerio

Rebecca McClintock

Eric Connor helped w/ Puppet Show

Glenn McClintock & Craig Morris

Glady Toth

Mark Your Calendar Now! Everyone is invited to stay after worship on Sunday, September 10th, for a
special luncheon. Pastor Will, Shelley, Natalie, Alivia, and Pierson will share about their mission trip to
Uganda, and Pastor Will’s sabbatical. Be sure not to miss this opportunity to share in their experiences!

Neighbors in New Clothes

Kids Teaching and Playing
St. John’s Cathedral

Shop Before the Christmas Rush!

With back-to-school shopping, now is the perfect time to pick up some extra
school supplies for the OPC Shoeboxes (colored pencils, crayons, toothbrushes,
wash cloths, etc.)! The Dollar Tree stores are the perfect place to shop!
The youth hope to pack at least 200 boxes again this year, and will only be
able to do so with your generous support.
The donation box and OCC display board is in the Gathering Room.

The Youth Will Shop For You!!
If you are unable, or just don’t like to shop… please give a donation designated
for “Operation Christmas Child” or “Shoeboxes”.
The youth have an annual “Shopping Night” at the Dollar Tree to
purchase items for shoebox gifts.
Place checks /donations in Glady Toth’s church mailbox.
(make checks out to “Forks of the Brandywine EP Church” with “Shoeboxes”
or “OCC” on the memo line). Please do not place them in the offering bags.

Join “The Daytimers” for Fun and Fellowship!!
“Daytimers” Game Day Is Held on 2nd and 4th Mondays of each
month. If you like to play card and/or board games, (Scrabble, Uno, Skibo– bring your favorite!)... we would
love to have you join us!
The “Daytimers” meet in the
downstairs Multi-Purpose Room at
10:30a.m. to play games, relax, chat and
get to know each other, and have fun!
We hope to see you there! For further info, call Louise Snyder,
610-653-7829, or Margaret Moore, 610-942-2120.

Supporting the Salvation Army
As an ongoing ministry, our church continues to support a Food Drive each
quarter to help support the Salvation Army. The food barrel is stationed in the
Gathering Room for the collection of food throughout the year and the food
delivered each quarter. Please bring in canned and non-perishable items as you are able.

The support of our church family to the Salvation Army for the Food Drives, and
the Angel Tree and Operation Christmas Child, have been a tremendous blessing for
them and your continued support is greatly appreciated.

Volunteers & Donations for Honey Brook Food Pantry!
HELPERS NEEDED at the Honey Brook Food Pantry: Able-bodied
individuals are needed on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays to help transfer food from the
Food Pantry to people’s cars. If you feel led to help in any way, contact the church
office or go to the food pantry website: www.honeybrookfoodpantry.org.
There is a designated box if you are able to donate food items to this ministry.

Showing “Thanks!” to Our Local Police
Thank you to everyone who has been contributing snacks and drinks to the West
Brandywine Police Department. The officers are very appreciative of the donations
and enjoy the snacks immensely. They do not last long! Kindly continue to
contribute individually wrapped snack foods for them to enjoy on their shifts. Your
items can be left in the designated basket in the Gathering Room.

Sunday, August 27th, the skies were bright and sunny as the Forks Family gathered for worship at the West
Brandywine Township Park, and enjoyed Pastor Will’s sermon, “Investing in Kingdom Treasure”, with the text:
Matthew 6:19-21.
Music and singing filled the air as the LORD was praised in the midst of His glorious creation. Glenn McClintock
played the keyboard with “The Wedding Song”, a piece he composed., and the Pitchforks quartet sang “Wonderful
Grace of Jesus”.
Much Appreciation and Many Thanks go to all those who helped to make the day such a blessing: from those
who performed musically, those who set up (and took down) chairs and tables, to Tom and Julie Darnall for
setting up the sound system and leading music/singing, the Fellowship Team for organizing and executing the
wonderful picnic. Thank you to the Grill Master, Nick Williams, and his assistant, Matt Snyder, for the delicious
burgers and hotdogs, everyone who brought the delicious side dishes and desserts, and everyone who helped to
clean up, (and anyone whose name(s) may have been
missed)!! THANK YOU!!

Glenn McClintock

Pastor Will
The Pitchforks: Doug Smith, Paul Wills, Matt Reeser, tom Darnall

Trail Life Troop 1:9 Gearing Up for Another Fun Year!
Troop 1:9 is looking forward to a fun and adventurous year!
The first meeting for Navigators and Adventurers is on Monday,
September 11th, and the first meeting for the Woodlands boys is on
Monday, September 18th.
We plan to gather around the flagpole at the Trail Lodge for 'See You at the Pole' on Wednesday, Sept 27th
at 7:00 AM. All around the globe, in every time zone, students will be gathering at their flagpoles, praying for their
school, friends, families, churches, and communities. SEE YOU AT THE POLE is a day committed to global unity
in Christ and prayer for their generation. Anyone is welcome to join in.

Upcoming adventures include a hike at Hawk Mountain, and a troop campout at Brandywine Outfitters. Service
projects include weeding at the volleyball court at the ballfield, and helping at the Sensory Play Day, on Saturday,
October 14th.
.

Giving Bean coffee will be sold starting in October, so please support our biggest fundraiser of the year! Last
year we were able to outfit the troop with a number of tents and cook stoves with the funds raised, as well as make
some of the adventures more affordable for the boys. Thanks for your support of Troop 1:9!
Trail Life troop meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:00p.m.
Troop Committee meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00p.m.

A Special Thank You from Danny & Phyllis Moore
Dear Forks Family,
Thank you so much for all the cards, gifts, dinners, but, especially for prayers offered for
us throughout this past year. (For those who may not be aware that Danny underwent
three (3) open heart surgeries to replace the aortic valve plus other repairs including to
the aortic root, the mitral valve and bypass surgery plus partial hip replacement. He spent
approximately four months in three different hospitals and another 2+ months in rehab since last July).
Yes, it has been over a year since Danny had his first open heart surgery! God is Good! "Cast all your cares on
Him...." I Peter 5:7

God has shown us in many ways that He is always with us and He is in control. He has made it known that we
have many brothers and sisters in Christ, not only in our local church family but all over...in hospitals, other church
families, other states and outside the states. We have been given signs such as rainbows, great praise hymn (in an
unlikely place), cross on top of church steeple in the rising sun, hospital workers letting us know they are Christians and
sometimes, giving us the Word for today!
We never know how many days we have been allotted, but we are thankful for each day here. And, we have the hope
that when we leave this earth, we have a house in the heavens forever (II Corinthians 5:1.)
Danny is slowly progressing. He still needs a procedure done for long-term dialysis. We are praying for continued
healing and strength and especially, for all dreaded infection to stay away!!
Love in Christ from both of us,
Danny and Phyllis

Youth Enjoyed Several Summer Pool Parties!
In July and August, the youth families and leaders were given
Pool Parties by generous members of our congregation.

A very special THANK YOU to John and Dotti McKinley, to
Rob & Christine Jones and to Bob & Karen Rigg, who graciously
hosted pool parties for the youth over the summer! You are a
blessing to our youth!
McKinley Party 2016

(Everyone was having too much fun to take photos this year!)

Fun & Fellowship by Firelight
A very special THANK YOU to Bill and Barb Smith for
hosting the youth and their families at their home on Sunday, August 20th. The youth enjoyed feeding carrots to the horses, and as
darkness fell, enjoyed a devotion around the bonfire by Mr. Smith
on Science and God. Of course, the evening was topped off by
roasting marshmallows and making S'Mores!

Bring-A-Friend Fall Lock-In - Fri., Sept. 29—Sat. Sept. 30th
Calling all kids in grades 6 thru 12… Come out for an Overnight
Lock-In, from Friday, Sept. 29 at 7:00p.m. until Saturday at 9:00a.m.
Bring a friend or two, or three... who have never been to youth group
before and receive a gift for you and your friend(s)!

Youth Snacks - Donation of Food Items/Drinks Always Appreciated!

In the past few years,
each Sunday night, the Jr.
High and Sr. High youth
enjoy sharing a snack
together at the start of the
evening! It is an important

time of sharing and
fellowship for the kids and
leaders. We would like to
continue to provide a light
snack each week. We are
asking for someone to
prayerfully consider being
our snack food/drink
coordinator (You would
not be obligated to attend
any meetings!. It would
involve asking the parents
of the youth and our

congregation to take turns
providing snack items and
drinks.
If you would be willing
to help coordinate the youth
snack program, please
contact Nakea Morris,
484-678-5539,
or Glady
Toth at 610-733-1371, or
email the church office.

Anyone willing to provide
any food items such as:
drinks, fruit, veggies & dip,
snacks, or a dessert, it would
be greatly appreciated!
We
are always in need of drinks,
so if you are able to bring in a
bottle of soda, jug of ice tea
or lemonade, you can drop it
off in the upstairs kitchen or
the church office.
Many, many thanks for your
continued support!

—

Youth [Tentative] Fall Schedule - Sept. - Dec. 2017
MONTH

DATE/TIME

Sep 03

EVENT

PLACE

NO MEETING — Labor Day

Sep 10

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Sep 17

Sun 6:00-7:30

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Sep 24

Sun 12:00 Noon

Missions Week Report & Luncheon

Forks Church

Sep 29-30

Fri 7:00 PM--Sat 9:00 AM

Bring-A-Friend Overnight Lock-In

Forks Church

Oct 8

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Oct 14

Sat 9:30 AM

Sensory Play Day

Oct. 15

Ball Field

NO MEETING

Oct. 22

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Oct 27

Fri 5:30-8:00 PM

Mast Farm Corn Maze

Nov 5

Sun 6:00-8:00 PM

Shoebox Shopping Night

Fellowship Hall

Nov 12

Sun 6:00-8:00 PM

Shoebox Packing Night

Fellowship Hall

Nov 19

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Nov 26

Forks Church
Meet at Church
Pick Up from Farm

Forks Church

NO MEETING - Thanksgiving Break

Dec 3

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Dec 10

Sun 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Meeting

Forks Church

Dec 17

Sun 6:00-8:00 PM

Youth Christmas Party

Dec 24

NO MEETING - Merry Christmas!

Jan 01

NO MEETING - Happy New Year!

TBA

Regular meeting time is: Sundays 6:00-7:30 PM
Please be prompt so that snack and activities are not delayed.
* These are TENTATIVE dates and times for Events and may be subject to change!!
All Event Information will be sent out by Email.

Sunday School & Adult Education Kick-Off, Sunday, September 3rd
Sunday School & Adult
Education Kick Off, Sun.,
September 3rd: Everyone
is invited to join our
volunteers for Sunday
School teachers, assistants,
Childcare and Jr. Church

to gather in Fellowship Hall
at 9:00a.m. to begin our
Fall season with prayer,
fellowship and light
refreshments.
A list of
offered Adult Education
Classes and a schedule of

Children's Sunday School classes
will be available and you will have
an opportunity to discuss any
questions you may have with the
leaders of the classes or other
participants. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Adult Education: Life Groups & Sunday School Classes
Ladies Life Group - Tuesdays at Church, 12:00 Noon.
Location: Downstairs Multi-Purpose Room
Tuesdays at 12 Noon: Shelly Rigg and Julie Darnall lead a ladies group which just began a new CD study,
“Anointed, Transformed, Redeemed-A Study of David”, by Beth Moore , Priscilla Shirer and Kay Arthur
The messages presented are divided into three segments. Each segment focuses on the life of David at a
different stage of his life: as a young man, as a middle-aged man, and as a man facing the final third of his life You'll
laugh with them, cry with them, and learn to love God with them.

All ladies are encouraged and welcome to attend whenever you are able. There will be study guides to
accompany this class, so kindly contact the church office if you would be interested in attending and would
like a study guide. Since the group meets at noon, you are welcome to bring a bagged lunch as some of the
ladies will be eating lunch together.

Life Group Bible Study- Tuesday Evenings 6:00-7:30 PM
Led by: Pastor Will Snyder and other small group leaders
Location: Forks Manse and other small group leaders’ homes
The group studies the various books of the Bible and is currently studying 1 Peter.
Note: Childcare is provided at the church in the Toddler Room (2nd door on the left downstairs
in the Education Wing)

Men’s Life Group - Wednesdays at Church, 11:00 AM - 12 Noon
Location: Downstairs Multi-Purpose Room
A Bible Study, led by Bob Fernholz, is held at the church each Wednesday from 11:00 AM-12 Noon.
Presently the group is studying the Book of James, and all men are welcomed to join them any
Wednesday you are available.

Men’s Life Group - Fridays at Wimpy & Dee’s Diner, 6:00 AM
Location: Wimpy & Dee’s Diner, (Rte. 322) Honey Brook, PA
A Bible Study, led by John Ferguson, is held at the diner each Friday at 6:00 AM.
Presently the group is studying the book of Nehemiah (When asked what they were studying, John
said, “We’re studying one of the shortest men in the Bible” - ask John!). What a great way to begin
your day…studying God’s Word in fellowship! A cup of coffee and/or breakfast is just a little added bonus!

Life Group - Alternating bi-Monthly Wednesdays & Fridays
Video & Study Guide: “The Holiness of God” by R.C. Sproul
Meets: Alternates the Second and Fourth Wednesday or Friday of the month, 7:00-9:00PM
Led by: John McKinley (leaders rotate), 610-715-8457 - call for more information and schedule
Location: McKinley’s home (1 mile from church, 204 Creeks Bend Rd, Downingtown)

“Old Kitchen” Adult Sunday School Bible Study
Location: Downstairs Old
Kitchen. Class led by John
Ferguson
This class leads the adult
s t u de n t t o a d e ep er
knowledge of Bible truths
through a detailed lesson exposition. Each lesson also
f e a t u r e s

sections dealing with practical
points, research and discussion,
questions, and a study of the
week’s golden text. This
inspirational class encourages
Scripture study and
involvement in the Sunday
school lesson.

September through November classes will focus on:
“Covenants with God”.
Unit I: Signs of God’s Covenants

Unit
Everyone is welcome II: God
to join this class.
Calls
Us into

Adult Sunday School Study – The Book of Ezekiel
Location: Downstairs Multi-Purpose Room
Class led by Bob Fernholz
We’re wrapping up Jude in the study of the
Short Letters, and will soon start (probably
Sept 17th) the Old Testament Book, Ezekiel.
The study guide for the first half of Ezekiel is
available for distribution Sunday, Sept. 3rd.

If you have questions, and if you want to be sure to
obtain a study guide, contact Bob Fernholz,
610-269-5969, email Captfirmhold@gmail.com
Everyone is welcome to join this class.

“Oval Office Class” Adult Sunday School Bible Study
Location: “Oval Office Class” in
the Library.
Class led by Dottie Ford
The class is open to everyone and
uses a Bible Scripture curriculum
from David C. Cook Publishers.

September through November classes will
focus on … “Covenants with God”.
Studies from the various books of the Bible:
Unit 1 “Signs of God’s Covenants”;
Unit II “Called into Covenant with God”;
Unit III “Called into Covenant with God”
Everyone is welcome to join this class.

Attention Women: A Time of Prayer
Beginning Sunday, September 3rd, women will have an opportunity to pray together during the
Sunday School hour, 9:00 – 10:00AM. We will begin our time by focusing on God through
scripture. Our prayer time will be structured, beginning with praise, then silent confession,
thanksgiving, and intercession. We will meet downstairs in the yellow room. Any questions,
please contact Colleen Knudson, cknudson@comcast.net or 610-389-9205.
“Trust in him at all times, you people! Pour out your hearts before him. God is our shelter!” -Psalm 62:8

Children & Youth Sunday School - 9:00-10:00 AM
The Fall Sunday School schedule begins with the Kick Off on September 17th!
Our goal this year will be to offer Sunday School classes that are age appropriate to the many children and youth that attend
Sunday School. Should we get enough volunteers, we plan to offer the following classes:
Younger Elementary: Pre-K – 2nd
Middle Elementary: 3rd – 4th
th
G2R - Middle School: 5 – 7th
Jr/Sr High: 8th – 12th
For Elementary and Middle School, we will continue to use Great Commission Publishing curriculum this fall. GCP's
mission is to produce resources for the church's work of nurturing and equipping the people of God ... and doing so with
a focus on building Christ's kingdom and preparing believers to "glorify God and enjoy him forever."

For Elementary classes we are following the Show Me Jesus Curriculum: “Living Together”
For Middle School we will use “Listening to Jesus”, as per the charts below.

For Jr/Sr High, we will be starting a new class so we can teach to youth in the same learning level. The class curriculum is
chosen by the teachers and varies, but is both Biblical and focused on appropriate topics for Junior and Senior High students.

Junior Church
Junior Church will kick-off a new year
September 10th
Junior Church is a time for children pre-K to 2nd grade to
gather together to grow in their relationships with Jesus, and
learn different aspects of worship. On the first Sunday of each
month, children remain with their families to worship
together. On the following Sundays, kids are dismissed from
worship after the Children’s Devotion or Prayer, to go
downstairs for Junior Church. This Fall, leaders will be
introducing the children to the apostle Paul. We will have
interactive Bible lessons, working through 1 and 2 Thessalonians,
while Pastor Will teaches from these books during worship. If
you have any questions, please contact Colleen Knudson at
610-594-9167 or email to: cknudson@comcast.net

Nursery & Childcare Available
Childcare and nursery is available during our Worship
service for infants through 2nd grade.
Our childcare volunteers and teachers have cleared
state background checks.
If you would like to help with
contact Peggy Frandolig, 610-942-4213.

childcare,
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Forks of the Brandywine Book Club Starts Sept. 27th
The Forks Book (a once-a-month book club), begins again in September with the
following mission:
To read a wide variety of literature and nonfiction books then analyze them from a
Christian worldview. Our discussion will be based on questions examining views of God,
man, Christ, sin and salvation that surface within each book.
This year's theme:
“The Upside Down Kingdom” - How God uses the smallest, weakest and the least.

The following titles focus, in one way or another, on this theme.
¨

September 27th meeting selection

David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants
by Malcolm Gladwell, April 7, 2015 - A provocative new #1 bestseller
(in paperback or library copies available)

¨

October 25th meeting selection

Oswald Chambers: Abandoned To God - The Life Story of the Author of
My Utmost for His Highest
by David McCasland, paperback 1993

¨

November 29th meeting selection

The Princess and the Goblin by George McDonald
¨

December - TBD
(Christmas Tea & Gift Idea Sharing)

¨

January 31th meeting selection
A Man Called Ove by Frederick Backman

¨

February 28th meeting selection
The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis

¨

March 28th meeting selection
The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller

¨

April 25th meeting selection
Hillbilly Elegy by J. D. Vance

¨

May - Video Month

Babbette’s Feast
The FBBC (Forks of the Brandywine Book Club) plans to meet the last Wednesday of each month,
beginning September 27, 2016.
For more information or questions, contact Kathy Stewart, 484-722-8355, or email her at:
kathleen.ruth.stewart@gmail.com; or Barb Sychterz, 610-942-2804, bbsychterz@verizon.net

Sensory Play Day Scheduled for Saturday, October 14th
This is an amazing opportunity to step outside your comfort zone
and encourage a parent, play with a child, and be a blessing for Christ!
YOUR HELP is NEEDED so PLEASE SIGN UP TO
VOLUNTEER! Please cover this event in prayer!
Please consider being part of the Organizational team, to help with overall Event
planning, Publicity, Signs, Church and Community Volunteer coordination, Registration,
Activities, etc. Volunteer on the day of the Sensory Play Day in any area(s) you have
interest, including: Crafts, Team games, Movement play, Nature Trail/ Texture Play/ Hay
Ride/ Registration/ Set up/ CLEAN UP/ Food/ Desserts/ Snacks/ Drinks...........
¨ Suggest an activity and help make it happen!
¨ Financially sponsor an activity/ food so that this can remain a free event for families.
¨ Help is always needed with set up and clean up!!!
¨ Spread the word and invite people to participate who have children with special needs!
¨ Encourage responsible and caring people you know to volunteer!
¨ Help plan and set up a Forks Listening post and resource table.

To volunteer please contact Rebecca McClintock, Missions Ministry team., @ ragmac@msn.com., or Glady Toth
in the church office at: office@forkschurch.org, or call 610-942-2626. For more information go to:
www.sensoryplayday.com
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4.13, ESV

Sensory Play Day “Parent Night In” Was A Blessing!
A “Parent Night In” was held at the Forks Church on Saturday evening, August 12. This was
possible because of dedicated, caring and creative volunteers! Heart-felt thanks to each one that made
this night possible.
Though only a few families came, we had 4 countries represented! We were blessed with the
intimacy of a smaller group which offered opportunity for a significant time of sharing. This is the
beginning of what we hope will become a small group outreach to touch families on a more personal
level, who walk the challenging road of parenting children with special needs.
While parents met together, structured and sensory rich play activities were provided for the
children. Light refreshments were provided for both adults and children.
We encouraged parents to learn and share insights with one another. Three questions were the basis
for our discussions.
What is it like to grow up in my child's skin?; How can I better support and understand my child's
sensory needs... How can I get through the day/ night without being on overload myself?
It was moderated by me, Rebecca McClintock. I had the opportunity to expand
understanding of the core of self- regulation as spiritual grounding in Jesus Christ
through my testimony. Parents were encouraged to reflect on how their own selfregulation impacts their children. Nourishment of the whole person starting with
the spirit, then the soul, mind and body was tied in with scripture. Parents were
encouraged to seek out support from others. Parents were given two handouts:
Parent Soul Care- Reset to thrive not just survive; and Be Bold and Proactive with
Self-Regulation needs in your child.

Christmas in September for Bridge of Hope
The Deacons are asking the Forks Family to further support
not only at Christmas time with the
Gift Giving Tree, but on an ongoing basis. One way we can offer support is with basic, everyday necessities. Items that
we may take for granted but are not always available to the women and families supported by Bridge of Hope. These
items would make every day activities a little
easier and would be greatly appreciated.
Suggested items include:
¨ dish washing liquid
¨hand soap
¨paper towels
¨tissues, napkins
¨kitchen scrubbies
¨cleaning supplies
¨Clorox wipes
¨baby wipes
¨dish cloths,
¨dish towels, etc.

The mission of Bridge of Hope
is: “To assist single mothers, with
dependent children, experiencing
homelessness to secure permanent housing, stability and access
to resources in their community through
relationships with professional staff and
mentoring friendships from local
congregations.”

Many retailers often have sales and BOGO (Buy One Get One) offers on these type of products. This would be a good
time to pick up one for yourself and one to donate to Bridge of Hope.
We will be collecting these type of things thru July to give to BOH in early August.
There will be a box marked for the Bridge of Hope in the Gathering Room for your donations.
If you have any questions, please see any member of the Deacons:
Erika Snyder, Garry Knudson, Dave Bowers, Lisa Westervelt, Kathy Wills, Janelle Reeser

FELLOWSHIP
Fall Coffee & Fellowship Hours & Luncheons
The Fellowship Team will host Coffee & Fellowship Hours:
Sunday, September 10– Snyder Sabbatical Report Luncheon
Sunday, September 24 - Youth & Bolivia Team Report Luncheon
Sunday, October 01 - Nesbitt’s Missionary Coffee Hour
Mark your calendars now and plan to stay
after worship for refreshments and fellowship!

-

8th Annual
Attention Ladies 10 years of
age and up! The Fellowship
Committee is having their 8th
Annual "Ladies Evening
Out!" We are excited to be
able to sponsor this out reach
event!
Please invite your
neighbors, family and friends
to this wonderful evening out
on Tuesday night November
28th starting at 5:300 PM. We
are looking for more ladies
to decorate tables for this
event! Set up is Sun., Nov. 26.
The meal will be catered by
Brandywine Technical College
High School under the supervisor
of culinary instructor, Jarrett
Young.
The Culinary Arts
program teaches students the
necessary skills to be successful in
the creative and rewarding food
service industry. Graduates of the
program are recognized as
graduates of an American Culinary
Federation approved program, and
may choose to continue their
education with advanced standing
in college and other postsecondary programs, or they may
seek employment in entry-level
culinary positions.

Seats go quickly for this
event; please sign up early to
ensure that you get a seat.
The donation will be $20.00
per person to cover the cost
of the food and entertainment
for the evening. Your money
must accompany your
reservation to hold your
seat(s).

or you can put your
information and money in an
envelope and put it in her
mail box at church.

Please contact Kathy Rigg
at 610-273-3440 - to sign up

Entertainment by local comedian, Sandy Joy
"An explosion of fresh-squeezed Joy" - Sandi Joy

takes audiences on a clean AND hilarious joy ride!”
"Her comedy is both hilarious and clean! Her
mission - to spread joy to the ends of the earth, one
laugh at a time”
She performs high-energy, observational comedy
that's a blend of storytelling, funny audience
interaction and a few vocal surprises .Sandi Joy is the
2013 U.S. winner of "Walmart's Got Talent" -- an
international talent competition which culminated with a live performance at the
19,000+ seat Bud Walton Arena in Bentonville, Arkansas, where she left the
audience laughing hysterically as 2013 American Idol winner, Candace Glover took
the stage to perform next. In addition to this award, she was also selected to appear
in four nationally-aired commercials for Walmart, appearing as herself.
You can find her on Facebook as Sandy Joy Comedy.

Ladies Evening Out - Reservation Form
An evening of food and entertainment and Christian fellowship!
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 5:30 PM
Tickets: $20.00 Each (payment to be included with this reservation slip).
Attached is my payment for #_____ tickets, in the amount of $__________.
Name: _________________________________

Phone# _________________________

Place in Kathy Rigg’s church box, or mail to: 420 Lammey Rd., Honey Brook, PA 19344 (Call: 610-273-3440)

Bless the Children
Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children and youth of
this nation, returning to their schools and colleges.
May your Holy Spirit enlighten their minds,
purify their vision and strengthen their wills.
Protect them as they learn in the classroom
and participate in activities outside it. May they
learn to follow in your steps, just as you grew in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. Amen.

God’s Left Hand
A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk one autumn
day. “Look at the gorgeous leaves!” Grandma exclaimed.
“Just think, God painted each one of them just for us!”

A Taste of Heaven
When an admirer asked renowned pianist Vladmir Horowitz how he could play so beautifully, he’s said to have
replied that anyone could play the notes, but the true music lay in the pauses between them. The same can be said
of life.
Rabbi Evan Moffic (Shalom for the Heart) writes, “It is in
the pauses — the rests, the spaces in between — that
meaning is made and that holiness is felt.” Nowadays we
keep so busy there’s hardly a pause or space in our day.
“But that’s not the way God created us [or] the world,”
Moffic continues. “God worked, then rested. God
created, then paused. … Thus, our Sabbath is the day
when we can marvel at the beauty of the world God
created. It is the day we enjoy what the ancient sages
called ‘a taste of heaven.’ It is a day when we stop
thinking about the what of life and remind ourselves of
the why of life.”

“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it left-handed.”
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you think God used
his left hand to create all this beauty?”
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we learned in
Sunday school that Jesus sits on God’s right one.”

Why God Watches
An English bishop recalled a childhood visit to an elderly
woman, who showed him a framed text that read “Thou
God seest me.”
The woman told him, “When you’re older, people will
tell you that God is always watching you to see when you
do wrong, in order to punish you. I don’t want you to
think of it that way. Instead, take the text home and
remember all your life that God loves you so much he
can’t take his eyes off you.”

This Section is Back of
Ladies Evening Out
Reservation Form
(on previous page)
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